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Displacement is a present and growing phenomenon around the globe. At the end of 2008, there were some
42 million forcibly displaced people worldwide, which include more than 15 million refugees and about 26
million internally displaced people. These appalling numbers do not only indicate the trouble of the people
that flee, but also the problems of places where freedom from fear and freedom from want are nonexistent.
Curiously however, there is no methodology developed yet to use the data of displaced people as an early
indicator for growing human insecurity in a given geographical area.

Most existing research on development and conflict have neglected spatial differences in realities by
providing information based on nationwide indicators, often created by an average or the data of all the
regions within a country. This creation of national averages makes many areas of high human insecurity
within a given state virtually invisible in the existing statistics. In order to correct the distorted information
provided by this way of managing human security indicators, the present thesis suggests that data of people
fleeing their areas of origin can serve as significant tool for human insecurity risk assessment.

The central part of this thesis is the proposal of a new measure aiming to identify human security hot-spots
by the spatial density of one of the symptoms: the recurrence of displaced people by area of origin. It is
suggested that limiting the human security measure focus on the identification of areas of risks, rather than
by the severity of its causes, bridges the divide between the broad and narrow proponents of theories of
human security. This thesis provides a clear mechanism for the identification of zones in danger and a new
policy agenda operating on various scales. Lastly, the study explores the strengths and limitations of this
proposed system by illustrating how the application of Geographical Information Systems, with local
information on the ratio of displaced people, can improve the conventional country average measures and
advance the practical use of human security.

The present thesis is divided in six chapters. The first chapters deal with introducing the reasons why a new
conceptualization and use of human security is needed, the relation of human security with state centric
ideas and agendas, and an analysis of the existing developments on methodologies to give practical use to
the concept. Later on, the present thesis uses the lessons learned from the existing methodologies and the
practical and normative challenges of the concept of human security to theoretically build a new
methodology for human security assessment in a fashion of an early warning system. Finally, the study
presents a practical illustration of the use of the developed methodology in the case of Mexico and the
analysis of the observations of the results and the implications of the methodology.



Outline of the thesis

For laying down the theoretical background, this study analyzes in chapter 1 and 2 the theories of the human
security definition debate by an analysis of the most common notions of human security, it’s practical utility,
as well as the recurrence of the phenomenon of forcedly displaced people as one of the most important
symptoms of human insecurity around the globe. As an initial step, the thesis will explain human security
based on its two central notions: first the idea that If We Secure the Underdeveloped We Secure Ourselves
and the notion that Human Security is Determined by the Threats to Freedom from Fear and Freedom from
Want. On the first notion, the topics of the intersection of the ideas of security and development as well as
the practical use of human security as a tool for foreign policy will be explored in detail. The first chapter
also lays down how human security, in its second most common notion, is contemporarily described in
terms of threats. By focusing on the theoretical and practical dimensions of these two notions, the present
thesis explores the human security link with state centric ideas and explores the most current topics touch
upon in the definitional debate of the concept: the relation of human security with the topics of biopower, the
securitization of development as well as other state centric elements.

The third chapter of the thesis analyzes the five most remarkable and innovative human security measures
and indexes, and identifies its problems and points of strength to take as base for the development of a
human security hotspot identification strategy. This part of the study analyzes in depth Gary King and
Christopher Murray’s Generalized Poverty Threshold, Kanti Bajpai’s Human Security Index and Human
Security Audit, The Global Environmental Change and Human Security Project Index for Human Insecurity
and Taylor Owens’s Geographically Referenced Determinants for Human Security and Human Security
Mortality Index, exploring their particularities, problems and most innovative features. It also explicates that
each methodology to measure human security developed so far can be used to explain the complexity of the
concept of human security, its utility as an open adaptable concept, but also suggest the need to develop new
methods for the tasks of prevention of human security risks.

The central part of this thesis, developed in chapter 4, is the proposal of a completely innovative human
security measure aiming to identify human security hot-spots by the spatial density of one of the symptoms:
the recurrence of internally displaced people, refugees, while introducing the possibility to add illegal
migrants to the same measure in the future. This measure differs from the existing methodology because for
the first time, instead of choosing and giving a universal value to a set of elements, the measure aims only to
a geographical localization of human insecurity, which identified zones should be later analyzed in a context
dependent manner. This methodology, as explained in the present thesis, is more adequate and maybe the
only practical measure to take at this point of the human security debate, since it offers a conciliatory way
forward to what is often characterized as a fractured discussion.

Chapter 5 explores the strengths and limitations of this proposed system by a short illustration on how the
application of Geographical Information Systems with local information on the ratio of internally displaced
people can improve on conventional country average measures and advance the practical utility of the
concept of human security around the globe. For this, the initial part of chapter 5, explains the reasoning
behind the use of Mexico as an example for the methodology illustration. The following section shows how
Mexico would appear in relation to other two methodologies, one based on the relations between human
security and development and the other with reference to the violent deaths rate in a given year. The last
part of chapter 5 explains how the methodology developed in this thesis could help on the localization of



hot-spots of high human insecurity in Mexico. For that, the maps resulted from the use of a GIS illustrate the
mentioned data in the geographical context. The cases of this year displacement of people in Mexico are
further analyzed by their cause to prove the relation between the phenomena and human insecurity.

Policy implications and general contribution of the thesis

The major contribution of this thesis to the fields of Global Studies, Peace and Peacebuilding Research, is
the development of new tools to systematize and enhance our understanding of human security, use
multidisciplinary and new technology to approach it and allocate geographically the areas or risks where
contemporary problems which afflict humans are taking place. The study also contributes to broaden the
contemporary understanding of the refugee problem giving practical use to the existing data of such
phenomena while contributing to bring new avenues of possibility to the human security policies by the
creation of an early warning system. This was achieved by deconstructing its conceptual, normative and
operational links to state centric ideas, by the analysis of previous developed methodologies, as well as the
construction of a new methodology to give new utility and conceptual meaning to the term.



