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He left a quiet- manhood, non-assertive, but of sturdy and strong blood. He knew that he would no more quail before

his guides wherever they should point. He had been to touch the great death, and found that, after all, it was but the
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great death. He was a man.

So it came to pass that as he trudged from the place of blood and wrath his soul changed. He came from hot ploughshares
to prospects o clover tranquiltiy, and it was as if hot ploughshares were not. Scars faded as flowers.
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The babe, Tommie, died. He went away in an insignificant coffin, his small hand clutching a flower that the girl, Maggie

had stolen from an Hﬁw@:mb.
She and Simmie lived.
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She had lighted an oil lamp. It flooded the room with vivid yellow glare. The .SE@ in it’s oil-cloth oo<o.umnmv had

@&
previously appeared like a bit of bare brown desert. It now was a white garden, maoibmﬁgmm:xmohwgHmvo_.:..
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red rage (261) ; black procession of curious oath (262); the red, lormidable difficulties of war (265) ; a crimson roar (276);
red cheers (278) ; the red wings of war (294); black rage (303); red letters of curious revenge (344) ; black curses (349);
crimson oaths (368)
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The blue haze of evening was upon the field. The lines of forest were long purple shadows. One cloud lay along the
@
western sky partly smothering the red.
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The clouds were tinged an earth-like yellow in the sunrays and in the shadow were a sorry blue. The flag was

. G
sometimes eaten and lost in this mass of vapour, but more often it projected, sun-touched, resplendent.
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Wild yells came ?oE. behind the walls of smoke. A sketch in grey and red dissolved into a mob-like body of men who
&)
- galloped like wild horses.
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When another night came the colums, changed to purple streaks, fild across two pontoon bridges. A glaring fire

wine-tinted the waters of the river. Its rays, shining upon the moving masses. of troops, brought forth here and there

@
sudden gleams of silver and gold. Upon the other shore a dark and mysterious range of hills was nczm&mmﬁbmnﬁr»mww
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As the landscap changed from brown to green,-:-:+
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The sun spred disclosing rays, and, one by one, regiments burst into view like armed men just born of the earth. The

@
youth perceived that the time had come.
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The rushing yellow of the developing day went on behind their backs. When the sumrays at last struck full and
@&
mellowingly upon the earth, the youth saw that the landscape...
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As he gazed around him the youth felt a flash of astonishment at the blue, pure sky and zhe sun gleamings on the trees

and fields. It was surprising that Nature had gone tranquilly on with her golden process in the midst of so much
®
devilment.
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After a time the sound of musketry grew faint and the cannon boomed in the distance. The sun, suddenly apparent,

blazed among the trees. The insects were making rhythmical noises.

A wood-pecker stuck his impudent head around the side of a tree.
Off was the rumble of death. It seemed now that Nature had no

E)
This landscape gave him assurance.
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They seemed to be grinding their teeth in unison.
A bird flew on a lighthearted wing.

ears.
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A hot sun had blazed upon the spot.
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The youth turned, with sudden, livid rage, toward the battle-field.
philippic.
(13 HIHQHH‘Ivu
®
The red sun was pasted in the sky like a wafer.

He shook his fist. He seemed about to deliver a
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A cloud of dark smoke, as from smoldering ruins, went up toward the sun now ?.N..m\um‘N&%anzﬂ_gmEcmvmzngmimww.
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.. He had been an animal blistered and sweating in the heat and pain of war. He turned now with a lover’s thirst to

imageés of tranquil skies, fresh meadows, cool brooks—an existence of soft and eternal peace.
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Ivid., OB, p. 421.
Joseph Conrad, ¢ Introduction” to T. Beer, Op. cit., p. 219.
John Berryman, Op. cit., p. 285.
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Quoted in A. Kazin, Op. cit., p. 75.
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I saw a man pursuing the horizon ;

Round and round they sped.
1 was disturbed at this;

I accosted the man,
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“It is futile,” I said,
“You can never...”

“You lie,” he cried,
S
And ran on.
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In the desert
I saw a creature, naked, bestial,

‘Who, squatting upon the ground,
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Held his heart in his hands,

And ate of it. ‘

I said, “Is it good, friend?”

“Tt is bitter—bitter,” he answered;

“But I like it

Because it is bitter,

And because it is my rmmi.,@

i
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@ OQuoted in A. Kazin; Op. cit., p. 76.
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® F. Norris, The Octpus, p. 361,
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