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Elwyn, Pa. U. S. A.
June 21, 1885.
Mr. Joseph Neejima,
My Valuable Brother in Jesus:

After spending two weeks in Washington, blessed with new. inspirations from devout hearts, stocked
with valuable informations from the mouths of the best and ablest of Americans, and filled with bright
prospects for my much-desired service for our common Master,—rI am again here at Elwyn, surrounded
with my weaker comrades. Your love for Christ and patriotism for Japan have been my hope and
impctus while 1 dared to go amidst sirangers, to learn something which may benelit my countrymen.
God blessed m}} humble cndeavors abundantly. Religiously, socially, and scientifically, 1 count my visit
to Washington to be of immense beneft to me. The National Conference of Charity taught me a great

deal. Subjects of Crime and its Causes, Pauperism, Kindergarten, etc were doubtless very interesting, and

very ably discussed. I leave them, however, for {uture discussion with you. My wvisit to Smithsonian

. ®
Institution was of inestimable benefit to me. I had a long talk with Prof. Spencer Baird about fishery

of Japan, and he was exceedingly kind to me. Through him, I was introduced to many of most eminent

naturalists connected with the Institution. We entered into a lengthy conversation about the natural History -

of Japan. They expressed their hearty consent to codperatiori with me in future. All of their publications

were furnished to me, with a promise to admit my name to their “office-book” so that I can obtain any
®

of their future publications. I also introduced “University of Kioto” to them. (! !!) She shall have the

LZegEom
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KEQRIFO
full benefit from this learned Institution in future. T also met with Gov. Eaton, President Cleveland, etc.

Mr. Hattori (JR%ER) of Japan came to Washington just at the time, and I was able to present the cause

of idiotic children before him. He was very much pleased with all what I learned here. He expressed

his hearty sympathy for the work, and encouraged me with a promise to try all he can to start up an

Institution in Japan after he get [sic] home. May God bless my humble endeavor to wipe away some
tears from the face of this earth; and if by His help, an idiotic institution be started in Japan, and some
of this unfortunate class be cared for, what a great bonsolzmon it be for this dejected, brokﬁn soul l'—— 1

®
met with Prof. Hitchcock of Amherst at Washington. He read a very interesting paper on “the Prevention

of Insamty among students” T._had a long talk with him. I found many men who know you. I was

©
welcomed a]most everywhere. Thanks be to Goa for all these —_—

24th. —— I deferred to forward this Ierter to you, because I have ‘been thm.{mv about my future

course. I saw \419 "Morris a few days ago. She was e\ceedmg ly kind to mie, and asked me if 1 wﬂl not

accept the help of her and her friends in educating myself in Amerlca. She told mie that she went to

Haverfmd Collcge whether it has a Biological course for its students. The answer being negative, she

__askcd to some of her friends. whether the same cannot be taught in Pennsylvania University. This all

-she did for my sake, and I feel ashamed that I have not been able to appreciate her heart thus far. She

said that she and her friends can furnish me $300 a year to support. O, Mr. Neejima, I am overwhelmed

with gratitude to God for such kind hearts. May T look to Him alone for all these ble:ssings! —— The

greatest drawback on my part to receive this help is what I told ycu last time. However, it is not she,
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or she alone that are going to help me. I will try however not to receive it il possible, or as little help
as possiblc©»--—»—— ‘

As to the cowse of study T should take I think I better take some definile branch. It is not a
“yain-glory”, I think, lo rcceive a honorary degree, especially in scientific studies; because it is nothing but
a certificate for the certain amount of education which a man’has received. All things considered,
therefore, I better take a course, the completion of which will confer upon me 2 degree (if this is possible.)
Considering from all points, I think, I can very profitably spend two or three years in studying Medicine.
The Reasons arc: ' )

1. Phis is usually the truc way to get the best knowledge of Biology.

2. Medical knowledge will help me immensely, in casc God allows me to preach His gospels.

3. It will serve to support mysell, without the aid of Government or private societies. 1 consider
“independent support” as one of the essentials for a Ghrisﬁan worker, especially in Japan.

- T ] :
I am going to see Dr. Pepper of Penn. Univ. to-nforrow morning, to ask whether I can have a

frec scholarship. By the help of Mr. Morris, and through the influence of Dr. Kerlin, I may be [ortunate

enough to have one. But, it is still very uncertain whether I can get an entrance to the University or not,
there being still many difficulties to overcome, I wish you, however, to postpone your kind endeavor, for
my sake, for a moment, till I write you again. I may be able to place myself favorably, here in
Philadclphia, in which case, I may relieve you from one work at least, amidst your manifold labors.

I am exceedingly selfish, am I not, Mr. Neejima. If I look so to yoﬁ, my apology is only in my

KZOKEO
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trust upon you. I wish to ask your advice about me. You kni)W, I am not mine, but Lord’s. The

greatest enemy to me at present, is 7o/ poverty or mean labor, but my selfishness, — my depraved,

deceitful, haughty heart. Even my philanthropy is very frequently nothing but a cloaked form of pride

and aﬁprobativeness. I gét astrary {sic], not so much because my temperament is such (as some of my

friends accuse me) as the fear that I am going on my own way, and not the Lord’s. “Speak Lord,

for thy servant heareth” ig)my groan and prayer all the time. I want to have some distinct voice about

my calling, and I think, I have heart enough to take up any work without murmuring. As for the

present, I will try to walk in the way which seems to be His way; and 1f all go well;, T accept it with

amen; il not, resign with “Thy will be done® So, I leave this matter wholly to God; and in case, it ié '
not His will that I should take Medical course both as a way for the study of Biology and as a means of

propogating His gospels, but that I should go to Amherst énd study there, I wish you to look after me as

heretofore, and make some arrangement to go there, il it be in your power to do so. (I am conscious of
- my impertinence in making such a selfish request to you.)

How is your health now? Never have I forgotten to pray for you since I saw you last. Following
your advice, I am stJill studying the lives of great men. Historical and Biographical studies are exceedingly
charming to me. They teach me about Providence, Justlce Power of Love, the ways of patience and
perseverence, and the Immortal Nature of Righteous Men. Better leave a little work with Christ-like
~motive than 10,000 works with so-called “policies & expediencies.” Lives of Henry IV of France, of

Mahomet, etc. all remind me that perfect Honesty and Sincerity are the only ways for the permanent
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reform of this perverse generation. Many look up on Christianity as a means to civilize a nation, to
consolidate the government, to increasé the material wealth of countries, -etc.; and thus commit grand
errors in aflter gencraticns. Had Mahomet carried on his work through life, as sincerely as he did for the
first seven years of his ministry, his religion might have prepared many to inherit the Christian heaven.
He looked to “expediency”, and all became confusion. “Ye, ye; nay, na;\g ought to be our only ways of
serving God and mankind, I think. I look for that time, when our efforts will be blessed in Japan. How
precious are Christian brothers to one another in Japan! O, Mr. Neejima, pardon me if I call you a

brother; but to me, you arc really so, though I am totally unworthy to be counted among your brothers.

Somehow, I am dreaming of coworking with you. I have given up any idea to unite with Government -

again, neither have I any wish to belong to any foreign sect or established church. I wish to live as a
simple Christian Japanese, and die as a common Japanese citizen. Christ and Japan arec my watch words,
and to those who are working for these, my heart turns with a womanish love. But alas! how [ew are
those whose unselfish hearts are throbbing, and whose eyes are pouring tears for these sweetest of names,

—— Christ and Japan!
Ever yours in Christ and Japan,
Jon K. Uchimura.
My head is exeeedingly confusing: hence the bad English and gencral confusion of the whole letter. I

am getting little better in my physical health.

Letters from home are extremely discouraging. A wicked woman trying to torment my parents.

TROXEON
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Come, whatever may come.
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My Christian Friend and Dear Countryman:

RZoxEom
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TEZoKEom
Your pathetic letter from Amherst is now at my hand. I do WO» know what to write about myself,
but my sympathy. for you is almost boundless. Gan I not, brother, bear a part of your yoke upon myself ?
Blessed soul, thou art! (allow me to use such a language). May it be a consolation to you to remember
ﬁrmfﬂro Master whom you are serving went around DOING GOOD. Your advice to nte “to learn about

God’s ways of making great men” has done a [sic] considerable for me. Since then, I read about Dante,

Luther, Savonarola, Michael Angelo, Mahomet, Ignatius Loyola, etc. and they all teach me one lesson -

Hardship, Frequent Failures, Vicissitudes, Reproaches. Be assured Mr. Neejima, that your Master is very

proud of you, and that He is pointing to your examples many of His weaker disciples, such as like

myscll, for imitation and encouragement. “The griel "which all hearts share grows less for one.” By

hearing about %,oE; trials and ox:m:mao&mv I can bear mine very easily. Ah! Mr. Neejima, what enemy
is harder to vanquish than our own selves? Even amidst our trials, we often look for the world’s m:.m.amw
for our consolation.® (* I write this only to express my deceitful heart.) But to you, and thanks be to
God; to me also, has been given One who conquered the world. Let it be our infinite joy to remember
that a cup of cold water given in His name will meet with due recompense. Your sincerity, your
patriotism, %.o:w suffering for Christ’s shake [sic] will never die. Assyria fell, Babylon was. gone, and
the proud Rome was demolished; but a drop of tear shed for righteousnesss cause will never lose it
leavening Uos\mw of ooEEE, humanity. May these words of your poor brother and countryman serve to
console you amidst your exhaustion and nervousness.

®

I wrote a pretty long letter to you to Boston just a day before you reached Amherst. I am again at
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loss what to do. I am afraid I placed you again in the same position with regard to myself, as I did

two years ago. Still out of that complexity grew cut some unforeseen blessings. Mr. Neejima, please do
B
not forsake me for my unsettled condition, for “thcugh my friends scorn me” for my indicision, “mine
®
eyes are pouring tears toward God.” Direct or indirect ministries are still perplexing questions to me. If

the former is God’s will, I must be placed under the care ol such saints as Dr. Seelye, etc.; but il the
latter is what I should do, I wish to be a healer of flesh. The answer from Pa. University will come
within very few days, and if it is negative, I will count it as God’s distinctive voice to cast away any
idea of entering into a secular work. Mrs. Morris, Dr. and Mrs. Kerlin, and several other {riends bind
me here in Philadelphia by their too much kindness. I am pretty obstinate to other temptations; but I

:3

am still a childish slave to “Kindness”. So, dear sir, please leave my name out of your memory for a

moment (only for a moment), and please rest your brain a little. May I write to Dr. Scelye directly? 1

almost shrink from receiving aids [rom Mrs. Morris and her [riends.
Lver your praying brother

Jon K. Uchimura.
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of decp remorses in my conscience aboul my weakness, foolishness, and faithlessncss. Ever since I
reccived your last letter my heart has been in continual tumult. T wept much, prayed much, read much.
How laithless was I to you in making an inquiry to Pa. University before I informed you about my
proposall Mr. Neejima, I do not wonder if you lose all your faith upon me by this time. The year
before last, I involved you in the same trouble about my position. I have been serving two masters, the
World, and the Savior, 1 cannot set my mind upon one, and hence all these troubles. I cast my eyes
upon my past, and they are all repitition of same failures and same wbmmﬁmem.

1 will not go into long apologies about my inquiry to Penn’a University. While I was in Ewmrwswwo.:
a letter was reccived [rom Dr. 331:5%@% Tokio, that he alrcady wrote to the Provost of the
University about the free-scholarship to be given to mec. At about the samec time, a letter was received
from Mrs. ‘ Morris, that she and her friends will furnish me with all the necessaries of my life. T was
also Q\Eocammna by~ Zn Hattori and my friends in Smithsonian Inst. to pursue Biological & Medical

course. These together with E,mma Nmzmwm from home, speaking of the privations c:fww which they are

suffering, and- Hro: expectations to Qndob& upon me for all their comforts, impelled me to use little

S%cnrn:o:um to make myself “good” in the sight of the world. But alas! I have forgotten one thing to
do. T have not written you about il. Now, shall I write to Dr. Pepper-of the University that I will
change my mind? Though I have not yet received any decided answer, it may be that he and other
faculty are trying all they can for me. But, shall I to make void your kindest effort to matriculate me

to Amherst Col memu which T have been wishing for for so long a time? I am afraid that you have to make

RROKEOH
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useless apologies to President Seelye and Prof. Hitchcock. Ah! Mr. Necjima, some think this a petty
matter; but to me it is not so. It is a manifest sign of the want of my moral courage and unfaithfulness

to my [riends.

So then, sir, I will do this: I will wait the answer from Pa University about the [ree-scholarship.

Then T will make an inquiry about Mrs. Morris whether she can think of any way by which I can

earn my living without recciving her help. If all comes in affirmative, and my crumbling health

improves, in autumn, I will enter the University. But il one of the above requirements is not fulfilled (as
® .

it is very imporobable) I will look for something ‘else. I have no courage to ask your help again,

after I have been so faithless lo you, wunless by your special pardon, I be admitted to your kind atiention

notwithstanding all my mistakes & failurcs.

Out of the fearful trials, I rcad to-day the book of Prophet Jonah. I was greatly consoled by it.
Bceing too anxious about my parents, and thinking that direct ministry is not a [avorable one, I escaped
from the Lord’s calling. But, lo! how rough the sca has been! Constant shipwrecks, many hardships,
narrow cscapes. Well may I now be ?5:020& by a whale, and kept in darkness for a moment till I
follow the voice of God. .

I write thus right honestly to you. In case you have somc uncasy fecling toward President Seelye,
please show this letter to him, and let me bear all the blame. I have no apology to make to you now.

In case, everything is against me, I will try to hurry back to home, and speak a word or two about
o

Christ and His Salvation, and then leave mysell to God’s disposal. It is exceedingly hard for me to leave
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my parents hungry, but they will surcly forgive me when they go to Heaven. I sincerely hope that you
will have mercy on me. ‘
With earncst expeclation that my weakness and wsmcbﬂomodﬁx be lully appreciated, ana with hope that
I may still {find a place in your heart,
I am, Mr. Neejima
Your weak ,_9,9&9, & repenting friend
Jon K. CoEBSm..

Monday morning

Mail is closing. Just received your cxtremely kind letter, and have no words to express my gratitude
to you. [ will follow your advice. Let me lose the faith of all men, but let me be faithful to my God.
Thus far, everything failed, and I thank God for it. He closed up every, other gate that I may go to
that way which he prepared for me: Have been praying this morning a few minutes before 1 received
your letter. I will try to make amiicable arrangement with Dr. Kerlin, and will try to leave here
peacefully. If you.are not tired of my changeableness will you be so kind as to be patient once more for
me and lead me through this darkest’ part of my life, and guide me to usefulness? I have not yet
received any answer from Dr. Pepper, but to show you my real repentance, I write you now this
determination. One more horrible trial for me. O Lord; but I want to be thy faithful servant. Guide
me, for I will try to be good. If you be so kind as to make a little arrangement 5 Ambherst before you

Kz oKEom
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leave there, T shall be under your greatest obligation. Let God’s will be done however. His Kingdom

‘will not suffer much though one of His weak servants fail in his plan.

In haste, but with earnest prayer,

J. K U.

® Willis Norton Whitney, M. D. (1855—1919) & H A~ LT . IR RO O A COEDT ECH
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Elwyn, Del. Co. Pa.
Myr. Joseph Neejima; - , July 15. 1885.
My Dear Sir: «

T should have written you sooner had it not been for my usual feeble health. This oppressive weather
i$ exccedingly taxing to Ew brain, as I believe it must be upon yours. T worked a little outside to earn
a little, but a sun-stroke drove mec in, and am still in a very unccertain health. But, I do not think much
about my physical health as about my soul. It lias been placed under a severe trial, and crucially tested.
I lost m<m3:,.55m in coming to America, — My companionship, my source ol income, my health ; —
and thus a .ﬁoow mo:r divested of its outward sources of consolation, has been exposed to all kinds of
doubts, temptations, and trial, that I have been (rcquently well nigh the total disappointment. But I
thank God that evening was followed by morning, and I believe “God saw that it was moo«%: Eternal
mmvv,ﬁr may be at hand. I also thank God that I did not entered [sic] into ministry before passing’
these trials. Ministry is often taken up not for the sake of Christ’s love but for the fulfillment of certain
ambitions. Once Christ be realized in my heart, and I think my whole is in His hand. I doubted Him
as a scientist, as a ﬂur:omoﬁ.rma as a heathen, and as a Christian, but I can mba no fault with Him. One

thing I am hoping for at present, —— the REALIZATION of the love of Christ. I think it is outrageous
EZoREON
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for a man to enter ministry without being “constrained by His Love.”
With regard to my future, I have thought over and over again, and still (please be not surprised) I
cannot come into any definite conclusion., If I take my own way I am afraid I might make a mistake

again. ‘On one hand, I almost shrink from entering such an honorable duty as Ministry with all the

* insufficiencies and wants of characters [sic] and faith. On the other hand, my heart has been so trained

that nothing short of the Eternal Love of God can satisfy it. Poor me, if I cannot preach the Gospel;
but wretched man I am, I cannof be what I wish to be. So with the mind, I follow the Jlaw of spirit;

and with the flesh, ﬁrm law of sin. Who can deliver me from this flesh of sin? .

I received an affirmative answer from Pa. University, but with certain promises which are. not’

satisfactory. Also with regard .to the help which. Mrs. Morris is kind enough to give me, it is with

considerable diffidence that I dare to accept it. I know the moral effect of receiving such a help, and I

‘wish to decline it if wOmmmEm. - Now, Mr. an,_.?:mu another thought occurred to me recently and that is,

that it may riot be God’s will that I should engage in intellectual culture any further. My health is now
in very precarious condition, and my means is almost none. Don’t you think I better try to hurry home

as soon as$ I can? There is no new thing under heaven, and were T to master all the human knowledge,

_they cannot save one-human soul. In one sense, they are all vanity and vexation of spirit. Meanwhile,
1 wish to travel through the country a little, and to extend my observation to some extent. Be kind

enough my Dear Sir, to furnish me with your suggestions. -

How is your work going on? I hope that you are well and high-spirited. I greatly miss a talking
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friend. Ascetical meditation is good to some extent; but when it is carricd to its extremes, it is highly
injurious to hoth body and spirit. I am now reading Old Testament with profound interest. I feel
thanklul that I can now appreciate to somc extent the spiritual Meaning of fathers and Prophcts. The
Book of Job is intensely interesting as well as the Prophet Jeremiah. ‘

Japancse papers say much about famine and starvation among our brothren [sic]. Are they are [sic]
not horrible? My weak heart is overwhelmed with ?Q for them. But I am glad that the Government
has began to feel more for the people and I think this hardship of the nation is highly beneficial for the
mutual contact of “high and low.” For us, the Qrimmwsw it is a golden opportunity to work for them, I
think. Can’t you suggest some means by which we can do something for them?

I met with OE@%,SE_ times but 1 could not get much from him. I cannot still understand his
Christianity. To confess truth, my dear sir I was rather disappointed in [?] him. It may be that I am
too low in his estimation, and hence his perfect silence upon religious topics toward me. Still it is
inexplicable for me that, mo was apparently very indifferent with religious topics.

Your last letter Smm‘wnmm with untold gratitude. I am always very much ashamed of my hasty
conclusion. My good w&mb&‘ Kingo Miyabe used to say that Uchimura cannot get along by himself. So 1
became two, but alas! the result was éoam.@ I often think that had I not been a Christian I would have

had more decision. Somebody stronger than my own will is always with me;- and hence the struggle. I

really pity my own self. I become blinded by duties and not knowing ‘which is God’s voice, I rush at

once into a way which seems providential and always a fatal result [ollow [sic]. T weep to read about St.

KRROKEOH
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Peter. I often cry with r:s “Lord, when I am converted, I will ms,msm%ms my go;_ns [sic].” 1 have

doubts, ambitions, animal appetitis [ sic ], etc more than any one else; and hence Emmm painful conflicts I
think. So, Mr. N., please always look upon me with this understanding. I know my weakness very well,
but I cannot often control myself. You can perhaps make me a saint or a rascal just mm you choose. But
with all those deficiencies and guilts, T am, )
Mr. Neejima
Your weak and praying
brother in Christ
Jon K. Cormazww.
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Your anxiously waited letter was received last Saturday. Not hearing from you more than 2 weeks
since I wrote you my last letter I began to fcel quite anxious about you & while I was thinking to write
you your last favor was forwarded to me from Boston.

I am sorry to learn that you are ill & also sadly reduced in your spirit. —— I fear you are engaging
in ascetic meditation specially on your present condition. It is good sensation but if anyone gues too far
in that way the result may be seriously destructive.

Can’t you lay aside the books of Job & Geremia for a while & try to read the beook of Danial &
also Paul’s missionary work in The Acts. Please don’t think of your present condition; simply lay yourself
at the foot of the Cross & wait for his further Guidance.

[ fear you arc a regular utopian dreamer. You dream too much at once. Yet you find no fixed
mecans lo attain your aim.

I don’t mean you are an aimless fellow. No, No! But you are at loss yoursell now how to carry out
your aim in -+ life to make +.-.

Don't let your blessing your creative spirit take hold of you & drag you down. Shake it off. Let

a dreamy meditation go off [rom your ever disturbed head. Don’t let petty, little circumstances change

TN Qs A
TZOXEn
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your purpose too often. —— When you are ill, wait patiently till you H.mno<9m<oc< strength. Don’t try to
go home just yet. The Lord may --- to discipline you and fit wm: for His wise purpose. Don’t be 3
haste in deciding for your future step. As you are ill try to get well first. Then your 9_.3‘, may be much
clearer in future. Don’t become a [eeble minded because of your temporal troubles & trials arc getting
upon your head. You are only a person who is traveler in this world. Be strong in Him & He will

uphold & comfort you. Don’t immitate the mourning Prophet Geremia. —— Gird vour roins and be

ready for fighting. e can’t afford to’let you sink down in n_nmvo:amsﬁ% & dispire.

As for me, I +++ unable do any hard task yet «-+ I simply await for my recovery without troubling
myself.

With regard to your future step, I don't change my «-+ opinion as I already suggested to you in my
letter, (written to you from >5:Q.m~.vﬁ.@

Why can’t you come to Amherst & spend a year or two before you take your professional study, if
you don’t care for it then you might go home after that. However I would insist on my opinion too
much rannm.@ You may know of your own attainments far better than I can.

At any rate take care of yourself. Dispondency is your great enemy. Over come it through your

purpose «-- I hope you will be all right ««..

® PEb July 1518505802 & <5 5 W, Ll iﬁmﬂ@ &S REENE L DERLTN
® July 18,1885. D, DFED not #ELTCWHDTH D, ZDOXClE insist
© EFEXZclizodslzs DERT not B »IAARTAIZIOEELEZ U, &

AEHoH C:;m wv 1z However, I will not insist on my opinion too
© vl r”.mm.mw.,wﬂ@ much here. *EF3LLTW20THH 9,
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it) again. I am sure, a new way will be opened to you for entering into Amherst. Never mind of your
.pecunial affairs. Mana will be provided somehow. Money will follow true manliness and consecration.
Allow me fo assure you that besides the Triune God none in this wide world may be so glad as I am
to-day for your new decision. I thank God from the bottom of my heart for my ?Emm@ow@o:c::v\ of
rejoicing with you. I will write to Pres. mnmJ”n very soon. Don’t attempt to go back to Pennsilvania
until we hear from >Brn~.mm Try to stay in the North asfar as you can because it will be better for
you to be at a _wﬁ;:ao much higher than Pa.

Finally my dear brother wait confidently upon the Lord. He will make thy path plain & blissful.

Yours in the Lord
Joseph H. Neesima

I will ceal this letter with my thanksgiving for His leading you step by step to this last conclusive

decision.

B ZOZPOFRIEVWTNIFEELRND L, E0=4E 5. WKL 8 A3 0 Gloucester [2OWTWn5H, D
BT, YV~ ) R EDINELDCH D, D5 —ODFH T Elwyn %E£52%%, iz Gloucester TEh i
%, 32 b July 15,1885 AoSins vacErntd L OITH AT
DTHH 5. EEIORHETTOM» L LIFHL A4 v ® () e%%ﬁ, BEATWD,

IO TR OIIDE Y Lk BT b

X X

I found it so. I am very glad of it. I trust this will be your last decision, never waver Aorm:mn.
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West Gouldsborogh,
Maine
Aug. 8th 1885.

Pres. Seelye
Dear Sir:

I trust you arc enjoying your vacation and hence recuperating your health quite fast.

I am invited up to this place by Mr. & Mrs. Hardy to take a complete rest this summer. I am
enjoying my stay exceedingly.

It is a quiet place. Air is cool and scenary is heautiful.

They come over the bay from Bar IHarbor quite often to stay a day or two here. It is a great
pleasurc to me to find them feeling so well and enjoying the summer rest here.

The enclosed letter is written to me (rom one of my Japanese friends who desired so much to come

6))
to Amherst College, and whose letter I showed you once on the way from South Hadley to Amherst.

]-rJ h.JU.M; .IU“



‘much obliged to-you.

LEOXEom

This friend had a hard struggle to decide his future step. I have patiently kept up my correspondences
with him these past three months.

He is very bright but needs some one’s guidince or advice.

By reading his letfer you will soon find out his last decision for his future course.

He has thus far been shifting like the declination of the magnetic needle, but in all these attempts
and movements he has been aiming at the truc north, or rather he is constantly drawn .ﬂos&aw
Then his letters will explain to you what [ he] wishes to do or to be. He declines the offer of a lady in
Philadelphia +«+ [ The] offer $300 per annum was given on condition that he should study the Medicine at

Pa University. You kindly consented to rec [eive] him in the college as a mwooﬂmg student. But I haven’t

found any friends to help him yet. It is hard work to raise money here for helping our students. I once

‘m:oawﬁom to e some money - to help another student home. But it took me more than 3 or 4 week to

get over the effect of my wmvow, As T am situated I can’t do it just yet. Doubtless you may find some

“friends for him much easier than me. Or there may be some way for him-to earn for himself partially.

1 wish I could offer my position to help him but I am already wm_do& to help one who is coming here

®

next fall.

If you could some way open to my friend to enter «s. your college «+« next fall I shall be .very

B

® ThikpTb June 27,185 0y 0ThHBH S, Ll ® bl IhEAFEoZETHS 5, WIEE, A4 villo
O Eoed 5 E June?l, 18850 3 @ »“Sunday evening” Bangor Theological Seminary ~45¢ R T 22 b
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1) OYRE Q2R+ Mr. Joseph H. Neesima, % Mr. A. W. Hill, West Gouldsborough, Maine. J&Q W5

FESAN KA~ QF AR Q2 Q° MUL [ +mEK< IRE & auERdnst WEBSTER HOUSE, 9 Pleasant St.,
Gloucester, Mass. N. Webster, Proprietor. vab 950 2D [ UsRs@° LE4E Gloucester Mass./Aug 11 9AM
HEQNYLa 180 b@ﬂ%%ﬁﬁf@é

Gloucester, Mass.
Aug. 10, 18535.

My Dear Mr. Neejima, )
. ® . . : ® .

Your consoling letter came to me this morning from Elwyn. T believe two of my letters which have
been forwarded to you at Bar Harbor must have reached you by this time. I came to Gloucester on
Monday last (3rd) and have since been staying here. I, like you, am lIonely, weak, and meditating.

TroKEon
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Change ol situation however has given me a very sweet rest, and my fretted soul has had an ample

* . opportunity to soar into higher atmosphere with the Devine Master. The past 8 days have been spent

in earnest prayers for the descent of Holy Spirit, and thank God, the promise secems to be fulfilled. As
you wrote me I cast all my cares upon Him who upholdeth the Universe and now I am at peace with
God. Satan is still busy; but with “it is Eaﬁo:@ and “get thee behind qu,@H am imploring God’s fatherly
mercy to embrace me. Ah, Mr. N. God’s ways are past understanding. The most ambitious of His
children are most severely chastized. Let us at this moment picture to ourselves the condition of Elijah

at the brook Cherith, fed U% ravens and a mowsﬁv\ supply of water. Ahab’s court was full of _mowm&ojﬁ

and his ambitious heart must have “burned <<:w desire to serve God; but he was to stay there in seclusion
till the time came. My condition is of course, nothing compared with yours; but Mr. N. believe me, I

am still very young, and that youthful impetus to serve Him, and our country is often beyond the power

“of my control. I groan for the service; but crushed down by the weakness of my body and spirit, I

succumb under the heavy disappointment, which brings about additional malady — physical as well as

spiritual. But Good Father never leaves us alonc. He took me to this quict place, and silently and

,@os\mn?:% _p‘mc,mg me His ways. I raise up my head, and drinking {rom His sweet cups, I quench my

thirst, and resting in His bosom, I rest my weary soul, before the balmy breeze of the Atlantic. Your
epistle came. I took it to the sea-coast where the surges dash against the massive rocks. I loudly read

it, wept over it, and prayed for its writer,—— my friend in tribulation, my honored brother in Christ,

-and my countryman in blood. The voice from above seemed to havs touched my spirit, and God’s

mercies were poured upon me, and His promises were declared, —— broad as the ocean which was
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roaring before me, and frm as the rock upon which T was standing. “God's will be done! Am I the

only child of Ilis who can carry on His mighty plan?  He who made the Universe out of nothing, and

can change pebbles to the sons of  Abraham can He not raise hosts of Flis workers it he want [wie] 10 ?

£

Be quict, then, my soul. Wait Tor His call. Only watch and pray, lest thou be tempted.” Thus indulging

in rhapsodies 1 traced my ways to my hotel, and stayed there dill alternoon breezes tempted me out

again to a green pasturce on yonder hills to repeat my prayer to my God again.

Perhaps T cannot sce you this time, for 1 found in the map that your place is pretty good way off.
I have now no means to continuc my travel O, how much do I wish to scc you by this time, and cnjoy
your high, spiritual socicty! I asked God that I might be taken to you, if it be His will, but the good
Father scemeth to say to me that 1 must be satisfied with Fim alone.

Having cast all my cares upon God, I have nothing to say about my own [luture. I intend to go to
Amherst, availing your kind concern, and to fulfill my long intention to be a minister of the Gospel.  As
I'wrote you last, T declined the help of Mr. Morris, and have now no means to support mysell except
by engaging in somc works. Now, Mr. Necjima, shall T go to Amherst, and make an inquiry in that
direction? If not, as there arc some splendid offers in N. Y. Asylum for Insancs, I might as well go
there and again cngage in that mean (in worldly sense) occupation to stull my stomach and study, there.
You know my idea of a good minister. I believe.that a good minister does not .:mcm_:_ come out of a
Theological School, bur it is the real experimental knowledge of the Bible, tesied in works of love, which

is of any practical valuc in the blessed work of ministry. I have however a desire to complete my .

TRAXE=EQ
RUNED £

o2
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theology, which I have been thinking for the past 3 or 4 yrs. (Excuse me for such audacious words). To
my mind the Bible looks like the embodiment of a trinity besides the Holy Trinity,—— I mean man,
nature, and the Book itself. It is therefore my desire to prove that God’s ways of :S.E:m a man are the
same as those of making the Universe. Man’s spiritual growth corresponds to his bodily growth, whick
corresponds to the growth of animals from amocba to man, which corresponds to the growth of the carth
from its chaolic condition to its present beauty, which corresponds to the growth of the stellar system from
its primordial nebular condition. In the same manner, I think, the progress of the world can be traced out,
and the future of our socicty can be pecped into a little, by reading the natural history of the Universe
and the spiritual history of man. Perhaps you cannot understand from these [sic] short account the gist of

but thus only can I cxplain those mysterious passages in  Genesis, Exodus, and

my philosophy (
especially in Revelation. In other words, I wish to reconcile Spencer, Darwin, Hodge, and Swedenborg
in one perfect harmony. A grand ambition, too much for a Japanese B.S. you might say; but Mr. N.
I have pretty good confidence in my foundations (Ah! I have been Hn_::w my drcams to you).

But, I do not know whether God has intended me for such a work. I like 503, to be a consoler of
a widow than to be a champion with a philosopher. I would rather stand before the Sanhedran, and tell
them about the conviction of my heart, than to meddle with those speculations which profit nothing, and
which afterall arc “foolishness”. T woulld rather leave these questions to some of my Sapporo friends, and
mysell go as an evangelist to fight with the [sic] Satan himscll. But anyway, will you pleasec give me your

letter \om. introduction to your friends in Amherst, for I may go there, and make my inquiries Till then, I
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,Wo:mﬁwu God will distinctly point me the way I should go. Be granted, my dear Sir, that the way W.Smmr
to take is now fxed. Whether it be in a theological school or an insanc asylum, I will continue my study
and hope to join with you in your future work in Japan. [ feel sorry that I troubled you a great deal
for my personal aflairs, but please excuse me for our Zmﬁowm sake.

It is with great regret that I leave New England without seeing you. I never had such a sweet day as
onc which we spent at Vendome [? ] Hotel in Philadelphia: It was really an earthly paradise, and we, who

are still the children of Nature, do long for such a society. But God’s will be done, in this case too. I pray-

for you, and for our future. I-thank God exceedingly that I can enjoy your friendship. Nearer we come

to Jesus, nearcr we yearn for each other. What a precious priviledge that we can be called “brothers”!
And so we arc bccause we e livieg by the same Spirit. Our bodics arc dead now, and we are the
branches from the same vine. Remember me, cver; Mr. Necjima as your weak brother, who remecmbers

~ you ever with gratitude and wishes to be your @mi:m_‘ in Lord’s works.

o =
Please send your letter to ,_ K. U. O\Q Mr. Mihara
‘  45-Summer St. Boston
® i July 2L 188 OB OFERT S OTDD w‘o & BlESHR TERDHROWMEREL, M DS

® August 7, 1885 O OFHEOHIC I & D b HYHFO tha k] £BLTHB), (King James Version %[5
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; Hyde Park, Mass.
© Aug. 22, 1885.

S

My Dear Mr. Neejima, ,

After spending a very profitable time at Gloucester by prayers and fastings for about 17 days, T came
here the m&?vnmoglv&ﬁow&w% with ‘a new spirit. The greatest burden of my soul was cast into the bay of
QNS«R&%. never to be even looked at, .Sr:m at the same time new determination I made about the course of
my future life cleared of my heart many disagreecable cumbrances which hanged over it for 58.5\ years.

I feel perfectly happy now, and I must tell you, Mr. Neejima that I am now ready to die, I mean for my
T O AR B RN SN TN IR N R SRR N D R K - :/tﬁ; B R RINK

own self. Thanks for your prayers for my sake.

I have now nothing very. particular to write to you. I am only waiting here for God’s voice to make

another movement. I prepared a letter to President Seelye; but I am waiting for a letter from my friend
ree | B ®
from whom I am expecting a favorable answer with regard to a little request I made to her. To confess

the truth to you, Mr. Neejima, I shall be reduced to penury almost when I arrive at Ambterst I think;
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and though I ‘take no thought for the future, T feel little anxious for the awkward position I must assume
there during the first part of my College life. But sweet is that trust upon the Upholder of the Universe
at such a time as this. I feel thanklul that I am passing through such a trial. One more fire, one more

refining, & clearer conception of Devine Providence. Thanks be to God for His wonderful mercies!!!

I hope you are feeling better now. We are still dusts, and we groan for thorns in our flesh. But

thank God, 1 murmured thus far like Job; I resign now like Paul. As far as my own self is concerned, I

believed in Jesus, and I am whole. The rest of my life is to be spent not for me sake, but for His sake.

I now thank God for a severe storm which raged around me since last year; I thank Him for all the
misfortunes in my life; and 1 can thank God even for my weakness. May we be consoled in Christ Jesus,

who died for us!!!

Tt took me little courage “to fill up” all the errors I made thus far by my uncertainty; but trusting that
God will make it all iwg when I cast my entire care upon Him, I acted promptly, dissolutely, and
prayerfully. There now remains no other way to go than to Amherst at present.

Wishing you to continue in your prayers for me as I do for you,

I am Mr. Neejima
Your humblest & weakest brother
Kanzou Uchimura,

A disagreeable news!
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P. S. Please address me at 45 Summer St. Boston when you write me. But please don’t strain yourself.

St Mrs. Harris 02 & CdO TR T S - —IFAARRIC LY, Thlk [PRES
WAL TATIBLN D AR L ESWL (ko FEE B R SRS - BRSSO ~AZECS
RS BN B TR T 227 L @) 2TnCiliE 5.

BehET5E Lot d 5, ([ BFRMEIHE

ﬁm m__lx ,Hﬂ -
e “[May 7, 1885]” --- KM (Ota) notified Mr. Uchimura of my coming to Philadelphia. 2 days before hand.
—— I rcached Phildadelphia before the dark. Went to a Hotel on the Broad Street only a few steps from the

Depot. At Baltimore I was told by Mr. Ota that Mr. Uchimura is very gloomy, & does not know what to do.

I sent a telegram to him at once.

dth Early in the morning before the breakfast Mr. Uchimura came up. & called on me at the Hotel. We

had very pleasant conversation talking on His future plan. —— Reading & praying.

His confession & determination to do the work for X.

In the afternoon we called on Mrs. Morris (Mary) of Green Hill farm. Overbrook. Pa. a short way from
Philad. There I met Miss, Thomas.
We had pleasant talk with Mrs. AMorris. Mr. & NMrs. Morris are good friends of the Japanese

(c/o Dr. Kerlin)* 5:29 | #2HEQ

Uchimura went back to Elwyn, Delaware Co. Pa. on the same day.

Qe mmQEs _ -,
HXEODHOEN no0ERL-BaTiVae 8477

“Pres. mnn:.o of Amherst College was kindly consenting to my request to receive any students who I
recommend if they are prepared in the Latin Greek & Mathematics. He would receive even half a dozen of

Ay

the Japanese students on my recommendation.” 5:39 | X=KETQENIQ=ZS = ﬂnw RN BEHELXH Q0
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