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Fundamental analysis on name as social action
Difference in sameness in Japanese language—

Daisuke KOBAYASHI

In this paper, I treat a name and naming as social action. And I examine what
kind of social changes trigger the changes in name. Needless to say about diversity
of language, there are various rules of naming in societies. Therefore it is no doubt
that naming is an extremely social action. So changes in name that everyone has or
in naming that almost all people do ought to keep up with a changes in society.

I research the changes in female names with a register of graduate pupil of an
elementary school in Nara prefecture and show that the notable feature of Japanese
language that have chinese character an ideogram make potential diversity in name.
Because in Japanese society that ideogram and phonogram coexist, people can make
difference without change of pronunciation.

But formerly, because of habitual restriction, potential diversity didn’t come to
the surface. Especially female name was mainly consisted of phonogram in Edo pe-
riod. Although ideograph was used in Meiji period in female name by degrees, there
was implicit rule in female name, ideogram letter ‘Ko’. But, in these days, that rule
is fading. '

If the relationship between opportunity and need determine the human action,
with regard to naming, which factor is stronger? I show that the changes in female
name after World Warll cannot be explained only by the factor of opportunity with
aforementioned data of register of graduate pupil of an elementary school. Conse-
quently, it is insisted that the factor of need is important to understand the changes
in name especially in recent years and that we should study about the factor of need
from sociological point of view.



