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Synopsis
Dangerous Aspects of the English Revolution
Osamu Ono

Essential parts of human history teem with incidents in which the quest for
power by some section of society drive the entire nation into chaos. This
series of actions is political in itself so far as the struggle for power continue
until they culminate in the decisive moment to open up a totally different
situation which we call revolution, signifying constitutional changes. In this
new development, the state of a proclaimed nation often treads a difficult path
in finding support both from inside and outside of the nation, namely, in
recognition from international society.

The history of the English revolution provides us some of the most
instructive lessons of history that cast ligh to help us understand the violent
procedure of revolution in its detail. The English revolution marks one
incomparable incident in the history of England, i. e., the decapitation of the
Crown, Charles I, in 1649. This single political action divides British
(English, also) history into two parts, before and after the execution.

Right after the execution, the Parliamentarians of the Independent sect and
their followers, which had mandated Oliver Cromwell the military power,
took hold of the English goverment and proclaimed the Commonwealth with
Oliver Cromwell as the head of the state braving the storm of criticism from
European monarchs.

The English societies before and after the birth of the Commonwealth were

so different in their structure of body politics that people, especially those who
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had previously claimed for the change of institution through the overthrow of
the kingly government, were saddened by the drastic changes in the taxation
policy which forced people, both who had and had not, to bear multiplied
burdens in terms of the land tax and excise. With these advantages at hand,
the Cromwellian government had a free hand in its revenue and expenditure.

Cromwell was a family man and was by no means a fanatic, which is well
documented in history. But, as a model of representative Englishmen,
Cromwell was a last person who could say no (like Fairfax, Cromwell’s senior
commander) in a desperate situation for his men. We are intrigued by the fact
that he was reluctant at first to sign the warrant paper for the execution of
Charles 1. The same Cromwell seemed blood thirsty in his decision to order
tens of thousands of soldiers under his command in Ireland to go on rampage,
ending in the massacre of five thousand innocent civilians in 1650, only to
commence the revitalized ethnic cleansing policy in Ireland followed by the
war with Holland and the war after that in which tens of thousands of Irish
rebels were banished to the Caribbean islands.

Popular support for Cromwell quickly subsides as his dictatorship in
militarist Protectorate turned out as oppressive as the medieval theocracy in
which the Parliament itself had ceased to function at the last stage of the
Cromwellian rule.

The Lord Protector himself had been slowly consumed by the malarian
germ contracted in the Ireland campaign. His son, Richard, appointed
successor, quickly made hismself an exile in France as the situation became
too hot for him to handle. The Restoration was brought about by Charles II on
whose government descended the enormous state debt made by Cromwell’s
government, making Charles II unable to seek a path to guide the nation back

to pre-revolution days.



