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“One thing you know . . . I much wanted to see your hair cut to a
reasonable and gentlemanlike shortness. You and some Eton boys wear it
as no other people in'the world do. It is effeminate, it is ugly and it must
be inconvenient. You gave me hopes that if I desired it, you would cut it. I

»i5

will, dear Ste, be much obliged it you will.
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% % A& T, “Upon my. Word, my dear . . . you are altered too greatly: but I doubt
not to live to see you alter again, when you come to have as many Children as [
have”” L [T D, TALIK LT, Mrs. James |3, “Children! . . . you make me
shudder. How can you envy me the only Circumstance which makes matrimony
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EMATLE W, Amella X, I—E i%A&ELLOT‘/‘f;V‘J EELWE
AELVENA, -
FROMBEALEIL, £ F A Yy VEHETIE, F)—BIEET 5o
Miss Mathews DT, Colonel Jaﬁles‘ D HEADR LK% Amelia 75521 T B
S EHROBE (BUBHOHE) PRBHEN LD, Yavy s Db,
BTl %%?H&L,ro% o T, oD ETHATA Y 2T 5
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Papa.”(491) L E-o T, BB+ HEDH LD & 7%, Amelia &, BIEIZ,
“Mention him no more. . . . your Papa is —indeed he is a wicked Man —he cares not
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TR OBHATOREETHY, FEORFETH H B Dr. Harrison 1,
“The Nature of Man is far from being in itself Evil . . . . Bad Education, bad Habits,
and bad Customs, debauch . our Nature, and drive it Headlong as it were into Vice.”
(374) L& Z, IRHEUR (Latitudinarian) OEEFH O BAE KW T, ARE
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Amelia HEVPFHOBFIIBLEFR-TwII LY, LOHFDOEE
~“How many Thousands abound in Affluence, whose Fortunes are much lower than
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W, Amelia DFETCIZHEL T, F45E3BTHLIIEINRTY S,

This admirable Woman [Amelia] never let a Day pass, without instructing
her Children in some Lesson of Religion and Morality. By which Means,
she had in their tender Minds so strongly annexed the Ideas of Fear and
Shame to every Idea of Evil of which they were susceptible. that it must
require great Pains and Length of Habit to separate them. Tho’ she was the
tenderest Mothers, she never suffered any Sympton of Malevolence to shew
itself in their most trifling Actions without Discouragement, without Rebuke;
and if it broke forth with any Rancour, without Punishment. In which she
had such Succes‘s, that not the least Marks of Pride, Envy, Malice, or Spite

discovered itself in any their little Words or Deeds. (167)
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Esteem and Disgrace are, of all others, the most powerful incentives to the
Mind, when once it is brought to relish them. If you can once get into
Children a Love of Credit, and an Apprehension of Shame and Disgrace, you

have put into them the true Principle . ... """
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IF5NTWAZ &, Rosamond Bayne-Powell 55% DZEE The English Child in
the Eighteenth Century ¢ “Some Children in Eighteenth-Century Fiction” & >
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Colonel Jack (1722) %W & L T, Fielding D Tom Jones (1749), Smollett @
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T, BOBBEIEAL, T THBBEMAROLLIATROBEICRR S
M, Allworthy ORI CHD A2 T2 /APFHTH A ) o BOHED
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%% 5 %\, Thwackum PHED N T, koD% &S5 L) E$ 555, Tom
BRzED > THREWEA LD S, BT THRGTIZR2BE)ELLE
A0, W RIFICHET 2K <o Blifil 2% Tom LIEEEZ L7z & 212, Tom @
F£J0% 7% Black Goerge TH N, HZ D DI LW EeOELZ DL (ko
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3#H Lo #IZ1E, Colonel Jack if, FI#f “asonof shame” & LCHgh, B
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W, Amelia & Z OFEDOLEIZF R A2\, Gibraltar 7 5 J8E L 7> Booth
RENTRT T2 F it & B 2 B % @28 LT Booth £, “The Transports
we felt on this Occasion were really enchanting . . . . We made Words and Meaning
out of every Sound, and in every Feature found out some Resemblance to my
Amelia, as she did to me.”(141) LIBXTWvr 5, Amelia &4 5 P HiICFHbh
Th, %ﬁith‘%ﬁ BEWTIT 2 ELEC—EIZW b 5 (186) L, Booth
LEFEFOL 2E, BATTHE —#ICERLTH 5(308), Booth —F
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#7223 T\ A, Rosamond Bayne-Powell li, 18 AR D R AL RIS AY AT

T, MBERFHRIE—RTHICHPAT 2 L)1k o 2 L3R LTwa LY,
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EIZERLTwA, MRk, D% %, “Parents, more often than not, wanted
their children with them, not only in the home but on holidays.” & ff&i L T 5,
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“And if I may speak a bold Truth. I question whether it be possible to view this fine
Creature in a more amiable Light. than while she was dressing her husband’s Supper
with her little Children playing round her.”(488) &, Amelia  THZFR L T\ 5
BRNADR S 2720T, STOEHIILT, kOFwes ZadbiEy, 740 %
HEL, N0y —7Vro2zgE, FRICVFEINISTESIEL AN
LEEITRETHHIEZHTL, —ROHHET Amelia [ LLRFH LTW
22 A 5T, K13 Miss Mathews £ A EZ D) TEET A7-DICHDT
TLE) (Amelia FROERTHS W), DENIZDALYER LS
A BHOERDDOHFHTH S | “When he [Booth] was gone, the poor
disappointed Amelia sat down to Supper with her Children; with whose Company
she was forced to console herself for the Absence of her Husband.”(489), HIZHY
LREBELKARR SN TV AERT, —ROFEORNENFL A LRNEDS
ZEiE, SBEOREE Amelia ICHD, LrF AP I VBRL-FEI)—
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NOHER 2 & S0k HRE ﬁ?%%&ﬁ%wo:ﬂ%@,mﬁﬁ¢¥@
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The Vicar of Wakefield (1766) F T4l 6 7%\,
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I Roy Porter, English Society in the Eighteenth Century, The Penguin Social History of
Britain (London: Penguin Books, 1990), p. 266. ‘
2 Richard Allestree, The Whole Duty of Man (London: 1658), p. 20. BIRI=Ci%, 1. H.
Plumb, “The New World of Children in Eighteenth-Century England,” Past & Present 67
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Synopsis

The Discovery of Childhood in
Fielding’s Amelia

Masahiro Minai

In the seventeenth century childrén attracted little attention. Because of the
Calvinistic view of them, their souls were reckoned as sinful from birth.
Under this view children were subject to fierce parental discipline; they
suffered severe blows and sharp language, and were sometimes locked up for
the night or even sexually abused. Most parents in the middle or upper class
tended to send their children to nurse just after birth and dispatched them to
boarding schools at six.. Generally the relationship between parents and
children was rather rerﬁotc at that time.

The social attitude towards children drastically changed in the eighteenth
century. This change was mainly due to John Locke’s Some Thoughts
Concerning Education published in 1693. He argued for “the natural
innocence of children and hence their potential for rational thought and
civilized behavior.” According to his opinion, given the right environment
and the proper education, children would surely overcome their propensity for
evil. His view was ahead of his time; his book was written in such clear and
simple English that it won popularity and influenced a large number of
parents. Under his influence children’s feelings, as well as their cuteness,
began to command more and more interest and respect. The parents in polite
society, at least, came to make much more emotional, as well as financial,

investment in children. As a result of this, such markets as toys, books, and
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educational aids, developed rapidly. The typical example of this increasing
interest in children is the popularity of child portraits in the middle of this
century.

It is not the intent of this paper to deal with the sociological significance of
this new attitude toward children, nor with the cause and effects of this
phenomenon. The aim here is to ascertain how the new attitude was projected
in Henry Fielding’s Amelia published in 1751,

The spirit of the old proverb, “children should be seen and not heard,” no
longer holds true in the world of Amelia. In every scene where the heroine
and her children appear, she is willing to listen to the words from her young
children and to act as a good companion for them. It is, however, very
difficult for her to deceive her innocent children; they tend to question their
mother as soon as they find anything questionable. Their innocent actions are
represented as getting either to the heart of her words or to her emotions. The
exchange of words between the tender mother and her innocent children
contributes to dramatizing sentimental scenes. Amelia’s firm belief that her
husband is the best in the world never wavers no matter how many
misfortunes her hapless husband may bring on the family. Amelia, however,
sometimes is made to be at a loss for an answer and to weep at the innocent
words of her children. Fielding’s innovation is the allocation to the children
of the role of vividly highlighting sentimental scenes.

In Amelia the importance of education and habit is emphasized more than
in any other Fielding’s novel. The heroine introduces the new theory of
education into her child-rearing. Beating and terrorizing are never applied to
her children. Her new approach is features appealing to their fear and shame,
aiming at having them control themselves by suppressing bad passions, and

disciplining them as tenderly as possible.
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Besides Amelia, other novels, such as Defoe’s Colonel Jack, Fielding’s
Tom Jones, Smollett’s Roderick Random and so forth, deal with children in
the eighteenth century. They portray the feelings, innocence, and good heart
typical of the children at that time, as Fielding's last novel does. Amelia,
however, is unique in its introduction of domestic settings in describing the
heroine's children. Booth and Amelia are such parents as find meaning in
every sound made by their children and some resemblance to themselves in
every physical feature. Amelia declines the offer from Mrs Ellison to go to an
oratorio, on account of her children; her husband is also a fond father who
enjoys having his little ones crawling and playing about him. The Booths take
a walk twice and even go to Vauxhall garden, with their children. Historian J.
H. Plumb explains that parents wanted their children with them more often
than not, on holidays as well as in the home. This new spirit of the day is
reflected in Amelia. As to other domestic scenes, the narrator of Amelia
comments that it is impossible to see the heroine in a more amiable light than
while she is preparing her husband’s supper with her little children playing
round her. Here Amelia is looking forward to the pleasures of a happy home,
preparing two- favorite dishes for her husband, a bottle of wine, and a clean
tablecloth and promising her children to let them sit up late, when her weak
husband is threatened by his first paramour with exposure of his affair if he
declines to have dinner alone with her. The poor disappointed heroine is
forced to sit down to supper with her children and to console herself with their
company in the absence of her husband. The value of the fireside circle is
given negative stress here.

It is rightly remarked by historian Roy Porter that it was adults who did the
“discovering” of childhood; that the “discovery of childhood” amounted to

little more than fresh opportunities for pampering in newly intensified
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domestic settings. The children in Amelia are also the mere supporting
characters seen from the points of view of the adults at the time when a
domestic atmosphere was steadily growing in the society. They are worth
noticing because they are the first autonomous little beings (not the silent
background) that say and act innocently—very differently from adults—in this

domestic atmosphere.



