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Ms. Shibahara’s dissertation is an examination of the interaction between US and Japanese
feminists in the period between 1920 and 1940. It provides a sophisticated overview of
different phases of the feminist movement — particularly peace activism, birth control and
women’s suffrage — as they developed in Japan and in dialogue with American feminists.
What is most impressive is this dissertation’s ability to take a trans-national approach, to see
both the wider agenda of trans-national feminism, and how that broader agenda was focused,
used and adapted by feminists within Japan. Ms. Shibahara deftly shows that Japanese
feminists were not simply following the lead of American feminists, but creating a form of
women’s activism that was cognizant of their own particular history and culture. Ms.
Shibahara’s research and command of the primary materials is particularly impressive, and
she has also used a conceptual framework that helps us see a broader view beyond the
particular case study she has analyzed.

For all these reasons, this dissertation is not simply a fascinating historical study, but offers
important insights into any movement that hopes to achieve justice on a trans-national scale.

As a result, the committee unanimously agreed that this dissertation meets the high
standards of the Graduate School of American Studies and is worthy of a Ph.D. degree from
Doshisha University
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The dissertation defense took place on Monday, January 18, 2010 from 10:30-12:30. The
committee closely examined the specific contents of the dissertation as well as its broader
conceptual framework. Ms. Shibahara responded to all questions with an impressive
command of detail, and was also able to engage in sophisticated speculation regarding
themes and issues that arose from her study’s broader significance.

The entire examination, as well as the dissertation itself, was conducted in English and all
the members of the committee were impressed with Ms. Shibahara’s high level of proficiency.

Because of these impressive results, the committee reports that the result of the examination
was a passing mark.
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