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However, he had been denied admittance, and forced to undergo
several subsequent pilgrimages on earth, and to act in the different
characters of a slave, a Jew, a general, an heir, a carpenter, a beau,

a monk, a fiddler, a wise man, a king, a fool,...}?
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It seems evident that Fielding commenced his tale with enthusiasm,
but, in the course of recounting the metamorphoses of Julian, lost
interest in his subject, meandered on for a while without any clearly
defined design, and at last gave it up as a bad job. Nor did he
after-wards take the trouble to round off his story with an artistic
conclusion. He merely clapped on at the end the narrative of Anne
Boleyn—which may have been originally a short independent piece—
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and left the work a fragment. To excuse its unfinished condition, he
adopted the not uncommon literary device of pretending that the
printed book was but a portion of a larger work, most of which had
been destroyed.™ :
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The former (philosophy) of these, teaching the folly and vanity of
it, and the latter (religion), corfecting it, as uniawful, and at the same
time assuaging'it by raising future hopes and assurances which enable
a strong and religious mind toi take leave of a friend on his deathbed
with little less indifference than if he was preparing for a long
journey; and indeed with littlé less hope of seeing him again.??
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... he looked on himself as still married, and considered his wife as
only gone a little before him, a journey which he should most certain-
ly, sooner or later, take after her; and that he had not the least doubt
of meeting her again, in a place where he should never part with her
more. Sentiments for which his sense was arraigned by one part of his
neighbours, his religion by a second, and his sincerity by a third.*
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Synopsis

A Study of Henry Fielding: His Leading
to the Fanciful Next World

Tatehiko Noguchi

Among those who have read The Journal of a Voyage to Lisbon,
Fielding’s posthumous work, there has been a growing conviction that his
Journal presents any suggestions aé to Fielding’s view of death chiefly in
its introduction. The Journal reveals how Fielding felt and spent his time
on board, and how he passed his last days in the foreign capital, but this
is not the first or final volume at all in which the author reflects upon his
image of death. Upon careful analysis of Fielding’s A Journey from This
World to the Next published in 1743, about ten years earlier than the
Journal, it may be concluded that the Journey was ingeniously written on
almost the same theme suggested by the dialogues between the dead as
the second-century Greek satirist Lucian took delight in writing. There
appears reason to think that Fielding was careful in refraining from
direct borrowing from Lucian in his Journey. The protagonist, who is a
vague likeness of Fielding, makes a journey by land in a stagecoach from
London, while the Way to the entrance of Hades has been usually thought
to be by boat over water. As the title of Fielding’s Journey suggests, it
elaborates for us how the narrator leaves for the other world and enters
Elysium, the abode .of the blessed ‘after death in Greek mythology. The
coach halts twice at the City of Disease and at the Palace of Death and
finally reaches the banks of the River Cocytus. The conversations in the
coach among the seven passengers about their diseases and treatments
remind us of Fielding’s satirical inclination against medical care and its
ignorant practitioners of his time. After crossing the River by boat, every
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spirit continues to travel on foot to the gate of Elysium where the spirits
of dead people must be judged by Minos in respect of their behaviors on
Earth; one is admitted to Elysium or consigned to the bottomless pit or
sent back to Earth to try again.

Minos’s judgments are so whimsical and partial that some contempo-
raries of Fielding’s used to call him a broken wit or a corrupt justice, but
they are brilliant in satirizing a parson or a soldier who resembles his
certain unnamed contemporaries. Being admitted to Elysium at the end of
chapter 7, the narrator meets his daughter whom he lost several years
before, and relates his further adventures in Elysium, but of his meeting
with Julian the Apostate in chapter 10, the narrator disappears in playing
a part of a listener for the rest of the book. Fielding, as has been said, who
aimed at maintaining his narrative, lost interest in recounting the meta-
morphoses of Julian as a slave, a wise man, a king and the like in chapters
10 to 25. As for the numerous accounts of a journey around the world
made by Julian, it can be imagined that Fielding takes the popularity of
travel book of his time into consideration in his descriptions of Julian’s
transmigrations. Furthermore, in terms of Julian’s success in entering
Elysium at last, Fielding transforms Julian into an English archbishop,
Hugh Latimer of Worcester, to win the patronage of his eighteenth
century English readers. What seems clear in the usage of the extraneous
chapter following Julian’s narrative, that is, Anne Boleyn’s narrative in
chapter 7 of book 19, is that Fielding, to excuse his unfinished volume and
to pretend his work to be larger volume of a great man of letters, ends the
story by adding a footnote to the effect that the rest of the book was
totally destroyed in ruin. This is a very common literary device in his
time. In the interpretation of Fielding’s usage of Elysium, Hades and the
next world in his Journey, one should bear in mind that Fielding, a
Latitudinarian, has a kind of religious belief in hope of seeing the
deceased again. As shown in his essay, “Of the Remedy of Affliction for
the Loss of our Friends” compiled in Miscellanies, Fielding deems it
worthy to offer a kind of advice to the public to prepare for a disastrous
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end and to have the firm conviction of a future life and of reunion with
the. dead beyond the grave.



