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“You should have heard him say, ‘My Ivory.” Ol ves, [ heard him.
‘My Intended, my ivory, my station, my river, my—" everything
belonged to him. ... but that was a trifle The thing was to know

what he belonged to, how many powers of darkness claimed him for
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“For it'’s mine,” the Boss said, “you hear—that’s my hospital—it’s
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This has been the story of Willie Stark, but it is my story, too,
For T have a story. It is the story of a man who lived in the world
and to him the world looked one way for a long time and then it
locked another and very different way. 7The change did not happen
all at once. Many things happened, and that man did not krow
when he had any responsibility for them and when he did not.
There was, in fact, a time when he came to believe that nobody had

any responsibility for anything and there was no god but the Great

Twitch. (435)
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Cass Mastern lived for a few vears and in that time he learned
that the world is all of one piece. He learned that the world is like
an enormous spider web and if you touch it, however lightly, at

any point, the vibration ripples to the remotest perimeter and the

drowsy spider feels the tingle and ... springs out to fling the gossamer
coils ... and then inject the black. numhing poison under your hide,
(188-189)
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. to him the world then was simply an accumulation of items, odds
and ends of things like the broken and misused and dust-shrouded
things gathered in a garret. Or it was a flux of things before his
eyes (or behind his eves) and one thing had nothing to do, in the
end, with anything else. {(p, 189)
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But later, much later, he woke up one morning to discover that
he did nct believe in the Great Twitch any more. He did not believe

1 it because he had seen too many people live und die. (436)
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He had seen his friend Adam Stanton die. He had seen his friend
Willie Stark die, and had heard him say with his last breath, “It
might have heen all different, Jack. You got to believe that.” (436)
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But at the same time Jack Burden came to see that his friends had

been doomed, he saw that though doomed they had nothing to do
with any doom under the godhead of the Great Twitch. (436)
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The Story of Jack Burden—Toward an

Interpretation of R.P. Warren’s

All the King's Men

Nobunao Matsuyama

In Robert Penn Warren's All the King's Mern we find the story of
Willie Stark, who was born into a farmer’s family to rise to the governor
of Louisiana and was shot to death. This story is told by Jack Burden,
who first as a reporter covers Willie and then works for him as secretary.
In the novel Jack is one of the characters around the central character,
Willie Stark, and tells Willies story sometime after his death. His
function is close to that of Nick Carraway, Miles Coverdale, and Ishmael,
narrators of The Great Gatsby (Fitzgerald), The Blithedale Romance
(Hawthorne), and Moby-Dick (Melville) respectively., These narrators,
besides telling the story of central characters and the events which happen
to them, develop, within the novel, their own stoties deriving from their
personal history, So, the novels they tell contain the story of the central
character and the story of their own as well. More remarkably conspicuous
than these novels, Al the King’s Men presents the story of the narrator
himself as is admitted by the author: “And the story, in a sense, became
the story of Jack Burden, the teller of the tale.”

This article offers an examination of Jack Burden’s story, which can
be defined, as I take it, as the locus of his soul’s wanderings, and the
Listory of the transformation of his view of the world, The transfor-
mation of his view is represented by the shift of emphasis {rom the Great

Twitch ta the enormous spider web; two major symbols closely related
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to Jack’s spiritual history,

Jack’s immature and restricted point of view has resulted in his distrust
of his mother, his derision of Ellis Burden, who was supposed 1o be his
father, and his failure in completing the doctrate dissertation on the
socio-biographical study of Cass Mastern, a southerner who liberated
black slaves of his farm and died at the army hospital in Atlanta during
the Civil War, Though Jack accumulated various facts about Cass, he
could not comprehend the terminus idea Cass finally came to possess
that “the world is like an enormous spider web,” which implies the
organic inter-relatedness of things, from which the chain of moral res-
ponsibilities derives. Jack had thought that the world is “simply an
accumulation of items, odds and ends of things like the broken and
misused and dust-shrouded things gathered in a garret.” This is hecause
Jack was haunted by the idea of “the Great Twitch,” which he ohserved
in an old man’s left cheek on his way back from California. “The
twilch was simply an independent phenomenon, unrelated to the face or
to what was behind the face.” Jack came to believe in the implication
of the twitch that everything of this world has nothing to do with other
things and no one has any moral responsibilities for unrelated things.

As a result he fell far short of comprehending the symbolic implication
of Casss idea of the enormous spider web: hence his failure in the Ph
D dissertation. Also deeply connected with this was his attitude toward
his mother and Ellis Burden, and also toward Anne Stanton, who had
been his friend as a child, and who at one time accepted the prospect
of becoming his wife but later left him and went her way, However,
through many things that happened not without interconnection, including
deaths of Judge Irwin, Adam Stanton, Willie Stark, Littlepaugh, etc,
Jack has come to see the world differently. Though “the change did
not happen all at coce,” he finally comes out to realize the idea of the
enormous spider web and awakens to the sense of moral responsihility,

On the other hand. Willie Stark, who was shot by Adam Stanton and
before his death told to Jack his final words. “it might have been all
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different,” is short of Jack’s realization of the implication of the spider
web, He was the Kurtz of Louisiana, a tycoon who helieved in bis
ideals but when he acquired power to realize them he was corrupted by
the power itself. So, while Jack has somehow achieved redemption
Willie has fallen vietim of his own power and is corrupted. In that
sense, the story of Jack Burden is the other side of the coin, the story
of Willie Stark. And the story of All the King's Men, made up actually
by two stories, is in a sense the story of the enormous spider web, 1, e,

the story of moral awareness.



