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The reason is that he regards the code not as something to be
obeyed, but as something to be used. His concern is not with what
it demands—-steadiness in the face of danger—but with what it
somethimes provides—glory at danger overcome. In effect, this
means he does not take danger seriously enough. A man whose
profession regularly exposes him to danger will prepare himself
against it by doing all he can to reduce the risk, Far from trying
to keep it at bay, however, Jim actually invites the idea of it. and

in imagination regularly rehearses feats of audacity and daring. ?®
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“He seemed consumedly bored by the honour thrust upon him.
He had never in his life made a mistake, never had an accident,
never a mishap, never a check in his steady rise, and he seemed
to he one ol those lucky fellows who know nothing of indecision,
much less of self-mistrust.” (57E)
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“You must see things exactly as they are—if you don’t you may
just as well give in at once,  You will never do anything in this
world, Loock at me, I made il a practice never to take anything
to heart” (162F)
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‘Man is born a coward ([homme est né poltron). It is a difficulty
—parblew! Tt would be too easy otherwise. But habit—habit—

necessity—do you see?—the eye of others—woild. One puts up with
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it.  And then the example of others who are no better than your-

self, and yet make good countenance, ...’ (147H)
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““We want in so many diferent ways to be, he began again.
“This magnificent butterfly finds a little heap of dirt and sits still
on it; but man he will never on his heap of mud keep still. He

want to be so, and again he want to be so....” He moved his hand
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up, then down, ..., ‘He wants to be a saint, and he wants to be a
devil—and every time he shuts his eyes he sees himsell as a very

fine fellow—so fine as he can never be, ... In a dream. ...’ (2135
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And yet is not mankind itself, pushing on its blind way, driven
by a dream of its greatness and its power upon the dark paths of
excessive cruelty and of excessive devotion? And what is the pursuit
of truth, after all? (349—150H)
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Synopsis

Future and Past
—Imagination and Memory in Lord Jim—

Toshimasa Oshimoto

As long as every individual lives on this earth, he or she has tomorrow
and yesterday, Tomorrow hroadens into future in front, while yesterday
changes into past behind. Almost all individuals have dreams or
hopes aboul their fulure, though to what extent consciously they do so
may be different among them. And when they look back at their
past, they often feel keenly the discrepancy between their dreams or
hopes and what they have actually done. This discrepancy comes
from the fact that each individual has 1o face the reality of life every
day in which there are some elements that havent been considered
enough before,

Lord Jim deals with this discrepancy. Jim. the protagonist, has strong
tendency to dream ahout his future, When he was a hoy, he read holiday
light literature and dreamed of being a heroic officer of the British Mer-
chant Navy on the sea in future, In this boyvish daydream, he imagines
himsel{ to be an exemplary officer who does his duties devotedly. But,
il cannot be denied that his dream is ‘narcissistic’.

This narcissistic quality remains with him throughout the rest of his
Iife. Tt is one of his defects. Yet, it is closely connected with his
virlues, too, For example, hecause of this narcissistic dream, Jim makes
great efforts to master professional knowledge and skills, and gets a
certificate of the first mate in his early twenties. The contradictory,
double functions of Jim’s narcissistic dream make Lord Jim an interesting,

attractive novel. At the same time, they do not allow readers 1o judge
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it simply,

The merits and defects of an imaginative person are interestingly
shown through Marlow’s delicate, narrative comparisons between Jim
and various, minor characters such as Big Brierly, Chester, Little Bob
Stanton and the French lieutenant. Through these comparisons it is
suggested that Marlow feels sympathy towards Jim, Bat it is also true
that Marlow sometimes finds Jim to be repulsive because of his self-
centredness based on his intense imagination. Thus Marlow’s attitude
to Jim is ambivalent, and this continues to be so throughout the novel,

When Marlow meets Shtein to get advice on how to deal with Jim, the
prosperous merchant and entomologist gives his diagnosis that the young
man is “romantic”. Shtein believes that not only Jim but also human
beings in general are romantic. Shiein’s idea of “romanticism” is closely
connected with imagination, which is the essential attribute of human
existence from which no one can escape completely, Shtein judges
romanticism ambivalently—it is “very bad” and “very good, loo™

With Shtein’s aid, Marlow sends Jim off to Patusan, a remote place
which seems to be cut off completely from the outer world. In the
latter part of the novel, Jim seems very dilferent from himself in the
earlier part, He has become a heroic leader here, and the Patna affair
seems to have been forgotten completely, When Marlow visits Patusan
two years later, Jim says to him with pride that he is trusted by all
the village people. Marlow admires Jim, but at the same time he finds
his young friend tather enigmatic and lonely.

This impression Marlow has about Jim comes from the fact that the
native people’s trust in him is based merely upon his ahility, and Jim
himself tends to regard his relation with others only in terms of ability
to do practical work., Jimn can be a heroic leader in Patusan as long as
everything goes smoothly. He makes great eflorts to be a leader. But
Marlow realizes that all Jim's efforts stem from his egoistic desire to
regard himself as better than others. To Marlow, it sometimes seems

that civilization itself is built upon human beings’ dreams.
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Gentleman Brown’s invasive appearance at Patusan reveals that there
is no tie of solidarity hetween Jim and other people in the small village
except the functional relation, Once the pecple stop trusting Jim as
protective guardian, he finds himself amid distrust and loneliness, All
his efforts to make and keep Patusan an ordered community have been
ruined by his misjudgement of the situation and Brown’s treacherous
outburst of pent-up ill-will.

In the final part of the novel, Jim goes to Doramin and is shot to
death Ly the old chief whose sen has been killed by Gentleman Brown
and his group. Jim seems as if he has committed suicide. This scene
is interpreted by some critics as Jim’s atonement for his great mistake,

There is some tragic elements in the scene, Yet, it is different from
the final parts of such a tragedy as Oedipus. Jim’s suicidal death does
not bring peace and harmony again to the community, as in typical
tragedies,

His final act comes from his desire to design his life according to his
wish to live hercically. By this act he divorces himself from the re-
peated humiliating memory that has disturbed his present existence.

Thus, Lord Jim is a novel which shows how imagination and memory

pervade human existence through delicate, intriguing narrative.



