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The waters of the river have a saffron and sickly hue; and they
flow not onward to the sea, but palpitate forever and forever beneath

the red eye of the sun with a tumultuous and convulsive motion.
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4 TvEDERE L LT, BHBREY LTEEYFIL-AL I LS -1
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J% 38 - 7o ¢, THi B35 (terrestrial Paradise) ) (S, 358) #iEE 3
FERRLTWEZ ETCHEL, £0 T EDOREE] 1, Y5 Fo&HLA
LALED LA ARELE ote COBE2WTR F= it

This island was one of the most fairy-looking situations in the
world, and filled my mind with the most delightful and novel
emotions. The whole scenery rather resembled what I had dreamed

of, when a boy, than an actual reality. (S, 357)

EBGTwD, TEDRIWLLACKT A D&, EHrLGERED, &
by ESAWL e 5 mAD LI B MIITE L TC, Bhbd LRt
oo Tt Rat.l (8,387 EEf—=—p-irbocngo
Mo s+ EFRebl L EiEds, ROBIEDO Lo IF o
EEFO0LNEEMfGTWT, ReBFRCEASTO L, FFT A
DAL= F + FZRALINELL SR LVELRE 2 T35, FOEORICKE
BB LY E DO E R - TnT, b obinX{ bt
HORILBAE L, KBEPEENE-LEROMA D (st NEnERY D
Vol ZTLTIORDIREAFRARL, RO IWEBANKE L
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The whole bore a wonderful resemblance to an artificial flowet-
garden, but was infinitely more beautiful—looking rather like some
of those scenes of enchantment which we read of in old books.
We were all in ecstasy with the spot, and prepared our camp in
the highest glee, amid its wilderness of sweets. {S.358)
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vl ClL 13400 & T5 v A —olifk] U TE GRS, ZofRdiiEE
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Its banks ... rounded, rather than sloped, off into the clear heaven
below; and so clear was this heaven, so perfectly, at times, did it
reflect all objects above it, that where the true bank ended and where
the mimic one commenced, it was a point of no little difficulty to
determine. (II, 1333)
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1 Nathaniel Hawthorne, The Scarlet Letter (“Norton Critical Edition, 3rd
ed.”; New York: W, W, Norten, 1988), p.125,
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Tales and Sketches 1831-1842, ed. T.O.Mabbott (Cambridge, Mass.: The
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4 The Narrative of Arthur Gordon Pym of Nantucket, “Tales of Adven-
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Synopsis

The River and “the Terrestrial Paradise”
in Poe

Nobunac Matsuyama

Nobody has ever paid, it seems, serious attention to the river in
Poe. Considerable interests have been directed rather to the sea
current, which is, as in “MS. Found in a Bottle” or “A Descent into

> more ruinous and destructlive than the huge waves

the Maelstrém,’
and furious winds. Also deadly is the water of a lake or a tarn as
in “The Lake,” one of the earlier poems, or in “The FFall of the House
of Usher,” in which the house of Usher with two corpses in it crum-
bles into “the dcep and dark tarn.”” And even the water of the
Zaire in “Silence—A Fable” is weird; it does not flow toward the
sea but “palpitate[s]”” with “a tumultuous and convulsive motion.”
Different from these waters implying death, annihilation, or des-
truction, some rivers connote, though appearing only in a few works,
a much more positive value. These rivers are significantly connect-
ed wiht the ‘“terrestrial Paradise,” first described in ““The Journal
of Julius Rodman’ and later in some other short pieces. The para-
dise Rodman discovered was an island in the river with flourishing
trees and beautiful flowers; game were abundant, foods plenty, and
no threat of Indians. The discovery suggests that the paradise can
be reached through traveling upstream on the river into wilderness,
leaving urban civilization behind. And also the paradise is signified

to be gained by retroacting in time into the past because Rodman’s
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paradise reminded him of something he had dreamed of as a hoy
or read about in an old book.

Places very similar to such a paradise appear in later works but
the one in “The Island of Fay,” or in “Eleonora,” or in “The Morn-
ing of the Wissahicon” is a quasi-paradise, where darkness soon comes,
or happiness is not kept long, or a domesticated elk lives. It was in
“The Landscape Graden,” “The Domain of Arnheim,” and “Lan-
dor’s Cottage: a pendant to “The Domain of Arnheim’”’ that the
real terrestrial paradise is described.

The real earthly paradise in Poe is not something to be discovered
in nature, but the garden created by man. Eliison in “The Land-
scape Garden” constructed as a garden-architect the terrestrial para-
dise in “the artificial style of gardening™ in a place to be reached by
a boat going up the river. The character of the garden was some-
where between wild nature and human artificiality and gave the
impression of “secondary Nature” as if the garden is the handiwork
of the angels that hover between man and Ged,

Poe failed in furnishing this paradise with appropriate houses in
“The Domain of Arnheim,” hence his revision of paradisal houses
in “Landor’s Cottage.”” But in this last piece of the paradise trilogy
Poe succeeded in creating reconciliation between heaven and earth
by means of the lake into which a river flows. The water of the
lake is so clear, reflecting the sky —“heaven” as Poe called it—on
its surface, that the fish in the lake seem as if they are floating in the
sky.

Thus the river contributes to the terrestrial paradise not simply
as the means of reaching there. The river leads to the lake which
is symbolic of that mediation between hcaven and earth, worthy of

the carthly paradise as angels” hadiwork.



