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Synopsis

The Role of Winterbourne in ‘Daisy Miller’

Teruomi Arima

What role does Winterbourne play in ‘Daisy Miller’? Investigat-
ing this question clarifies the intention of the author at the time when
he wrote this charming short story.

When Henry James started his literary career, he had to search
for his originality as a writer so as to leave his name behind in the
history of literary world. As a result, he cultivated (and, in the
long run, elaborated on) the technique called *“point of view”. On
the other hand as a cosmopolitan he found around him the in-
teresting theme of International Situation. He tried to describe as
many tragic and comic aspects of International Situation as possible
to illustrate what it was like. At the “fin de sitcle” quite a new and
different type of young girls were emerging in the New World.
These girls came to the Old World sometimes for pleasure or sight-
seeing, sometimes on a Grand Tour, sometimes for husband-hunt-
ing. But unfortunately Furopeans, especially Europeanized Amer-
icans, failed to understand these American girls, driving them into
isolation and, what is worse, sometimes into death.

Around 1878 Henry James wanted Europeans to understand these
new American girls, In ‘Daisy Miller’ did he not to intend to write

a love story between Daisy and Winterbourne, but to write about
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Daisy through Winterbourne's eyes.

Once setting Winterbourne as the point-of-view character, James
had to get the hero invelved in Daisy’s world. And the hest way
to get him involved in the event was to let him be either her confi-
dante or one of her boyfriends. Being her boyfriend he could keep
company with her and observe her more carcfully than other out-
siders. Being her admirer he could better appreciate her than other
Europeanized Americans. But, when all is said and done, it is HE
who causes her death, because he, after all, fails to fully understand
her innocence before her death. At the sacrifice of her Iife he
came to understand that she was not a pretty American flirt but an
innocent girl. He could have saved Daisy if he had fully appreci-
ated her. He could not be her ‘sweetheart.” He is only a subsidi-
ary character, a reporter necessary for the development of the plot,
without playing out the part of her sweetheart. He is destined to
repent of what he has done to her, failing to understand her and

respond to her affection.



