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The Gilded Age 3%, [EAR 72 FHOBEEIT 2105 ¢ & (i o A
CONGRD 2BRDE 1 BE I BOEEY [+ -3 AHBEHFED 5 3 v —
DEHl| “SQUIRE HAWKINS'S TENNESSEE LANDS” 75 T4 & &,
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HET 5,

“Do you see these papers? Well, they are evidence that I
have taken up Seventy-five Thousand Acres of Land in this
county—think what an enormous fortune it will be some day!
Why, Nancy, enormous don’t express it—the word’s too tame!

I tell you, Naney—" (I, 1, 19)

FRNIITTIHI, T OB IT “an enormous forlune” T 5 s
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I haven’t whispered to a soul—mot a word—have had my coun-
tenange under lock and key, for fear it might drop something that
would tell even these animals here how to discern the gold-
mine thats glaring under their noses. Now, all that is neces-
sary to hold this land and keep it in the family isto pay the
trifling taxes on it yearly—five or ten dollars-— the whele tract
would not sell for over a third of a cent an acre now, but some
day people will be glad to get it for twenty dollars, fifty doliars,
a hundred dollars an acre! What should you say to” [here he
dropped his voice to a whisper and looked anxiously around to
see that there were no eavesdroppers] “‘a thousand dollars an acre!

(1, 1, 19-20)

Ok 5% Bk EASEREEY, EoUh, ERITEN TN
“volatile fellow” @ 8aFl = 7, Col. Sellers 77, #% Philip & Harry &2
TES O b B T & 214 %, Sellers 5 0EL E2RAT, T2@D
VT 5B,

“Yes, born East myself, raised all along, know the West—a
great country, gentlemen. The place for a young fellow of
spirit to pick up a fortunc, simply pick it up; it’s lying round
loose here... The whole country is opening up, all we want
is capital to develop it. Slap down the rails and bring the
land into market. The richest land on God Almighty’s foot-
stool is lying right out there. If I had my capital free I could
plant it for millions.” (I, 13, 152)

CORITHE {BROVVENTIAEIRE SN, Eriz Philip 2885 TE
EOBHITEME, CTHEMRELTE
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“Am 1 a visionary? I must be a visionary; everybody is in
these days; everybody chases butter-flies; everybody seeks sud-
den fortune and will not lay one up by slow toil. This is not

right, I will discharge the men and go at some honest work.
‘There is no coal here. What a fool I have been. (11, 31, 335—
6)

Lo Philip @UbL, B, ERERES NS, B0 L8ET, SRS
WOATH, EAL Hawking DBS, T7 2y -0 k] m—#TaH%
PRIZGN DI, BETHD, BHEOEBLFEEM IV ELELL, B
RN, BUEENA L, Ba3B it Hawkins 13, 28007, B0k
L HENET,

¥I am leaving you in cruel poverty. T have been-—sa foolish
~—s0 short-sighted. But courage! A better day is—is coming.
Never lose sight of the Tennessee Land! Be wary. There is
wealth stored up for you there—ivealth that is boundless! The
children shall hold up their heads with the best in the land,
yet.  Where are the papers? Have you got the papers safe?

Show them—show them to me!” (I, 9, 110}

C @ Hawkins OE, BUIHEE [73 v -0+ HEIbro—%
I b o3, LO—F e REOFABI Bx Erdo b Tixha s
Hawkins i34 £k b, 7F Nancy &, {BO—-ROHFEL WAL L L i otr,

e Washington 12, £ [F4v—0F] OBIKih, -oO+Hi
AT 7oA Hawkins OZERIBERZFHIOEL S BT T, 20835
A TH > T #63F, 2o “Never lose sight of the Tennessee
Land” o@E2ERECF L, [F3o-0F#] B4 F FLTEAL LY
& Washington (3JfFE4 %, ZA Louise 2420 —AL8% M5 39
N “the happiest man in Missouri® (I, 25- 274) w7z h %&b 5,
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“Rejoice with me, for the long agony is over! We have
waited patiently and faithfully, all these years, and now at

last the reward is at hand. A man is to pay our family $40,000
for the Tennessce Land!

It is but a little sum compared to
what we could get by waiting, but I do so long to see the day

when T can call you my own, that I have said to myself, better
take this and enjoy life in a humble way than wear out our best
days in this miserable scparation. Besides, I can put this money
thousand fold, in a few months.

into operations here that will increase it a hundred fold, yes, a

The air is full of such chances,
and T know our family would consgent in a moment that I should

put in their shares with mine. Without a doubt we shall he
worth half a million dollars in a year from this time—J put it
at the very lowest figure, because it is always best to be on the

safe side—half a million at the very lowest calculation, and then
want all to share it.” (I, 25, 275)

your father will give his consent and we can marry at last, Oh,
ETHEMNE,

that will be a glorious day. Tell om friends the good news—I

ZO4TRATERTOL 0 S LEHETL-T,

)]
Washington 21 & 0% Hawkins 22 h O a3, £DFTE OHI U

WD, BICAELPLDIBE FA VBT ERERT, CORRRE LS

Louise 75, ¢ O@WITERE LT EHENS,

L FmEFEEL LTT 5. %60 Washington % 5 DFHLE FiA THE
L, “the happiest woman’ (I, 25, 274) it/ YERRELUTE->TTERLOD

L L2sads, £¢ Washington i3, A Hawkins L5732 b, Vo Th
[ % v—04H] CRbEbhEIRETEh-, BEHIIE
B, it - R A B i - T, Washington i - & P54t —

o+ ORIz, Col. Sellers L@ ->T, S-HECIED
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“It began to curse me when I was a baby, and it has cursed
every hour of my life to this day—"’

“T depended on it all through my bovhood and never tried
to do an honest stroke of work for my living—"

“I have chased it years and vears as children chase butterflics.
We might all have been prosperous now; we might all have been
happy, all these heart-breaking years, if we had accepted our
poverty at first and gone contertedly to work and built up our

own weal by our own toil and sweat—"" (I, 30, 329-330)

Washington 25227 [F 2 CRHEMBTLELITTEINA L 5T,
HEIMESBORITELE -] FFOoLitd, R, THATEEL S
117 OEEETN, “the papers” (I, 9, 110}, gLt ¥t iz, ¢
LRV, OB, Washington 50T B MEEEORIGIILE
KEZLE [Fr0—0 1] ~O REFRE HIT180 Fr, 53 4
Hawkins > fii A “five or ten dollars™ (I, 1, 20} D 18{&m360%, T4
DiE2T, LT, 2OI80FNME, CORETO [Fiy-0li] OFF
ERRO RIE 2fEIEY LI, 202 & Tik- % b HAEY - Washington
i, 0BT, TOHRBLI S, ATRITITON, O, ik
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“The spell is broken, the life-long curse is ended!” (I1, 30,
332

Z 3 LT Washington 12 [FZ v —D1H ] »BEHL, LORLLD
EicRh I oLl OHm SN,

CORBIETILBOEE T4 2O TEr Washington 3, 0=
ELLW (73— 2ELTEERIL, 2OX3KEAERLEDT
i behisdh oz,
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I loved my father, and I honoer his memory and recognize
his good intentions; but I grieve for his mistaken ideas of con
ferring happiness upon his children. 1 am geing to begin my
life over again, and begin it and end it with good solid work!
P’ll leave my children no Tennessee Land!” (II, 30, 330)

z OEHEF, Washington i UTIRRFE—FORICHTZEFTTHE, L,
LR, COREAUIAIR T74v—-O ] wileph, MU 5
CDERESLSLICEATENTDAOBRES, BLIREL, B2 EH
LIAD LTI ERESTTE L,

Ldl, &&d<{, 2@ Washington it EI-RTHES -7, Tt LT
EhZ Lo, BLOBLIKEAN s, B2, TEOAL AT
Eamhil, —F, Hawkins @F, £ (75— 01H] OB Ly
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LI S EEORED Y O nER Laura Pk, <@ [Libl &E
¥EbLHIEL DL, TR IO [0 oRERA Hawking I b § A
TERZIITTRERARCDM, LW EHTHS,

@ [dh] EPMREOHEHCERERT, RO EBEREFTITIRE
LT, LY, O fER Twain QRIS EFINAD N T A LE
bt s g,

¥ Laura © 2 ONFHADBIEOHETH, L EETHE, 20T
g LT, Brvant M. French 2 & 5 itak~ddc,

From this brief synopsis it can easily be scen that the principal

ingredients of the sensation novel arec present: disaster (in the
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stearmmboat explosion), unknown parentage, adoption, false mar-
riage, murder, self-sacrificing devotion, and hovering between
life and death. The steamboat explosion is used quite typically

o precipitate the orphan Laura Van Brunt into the story.

Fednic, COEROEH TH B, COEREESEY Laura 2HHO i
WEFEEL, COMFBECBAIRLDN, LAY, ZCTEELOE, C
DREEBHLE S RTEHESL it AR T, HFKD B AL 1
F— AP EOUHORERI Tt &S ATH B, 215+ Laura 21 EKS
Ao XEFROERHE LTOBEITE WS C Edbd 3, chT Laura #5,

C@?Jﬂ%ﬁ'GEE.k?EGJﬁﬁrﬂg’%ﬁw‘{ LRCEEICAE, LpriFOoThE,

DOEETIH T — A OERIEC - T 2308 3 03,

CHARTLEE, The Gilded Age 23 ¥pfRig, TEAz L] iwdEnnr
CAAZEONTHREORD 2 —FITIT L, EBE 2 2EHRLO—E %
SWEBEWA T BT A,

COEFZLI ) —ERIITHEEORBICE ISy, Twain 2o i
'J@jz%éﬂ’ﬂ%ﬁéfgmﬁé, HATHE, £hid, TxERHRETIED
BETH 5. st » FENO A » FHEEFES, COBREFTOEORTESR
ITELA, FNCBRCRISTE 33+ 50 2 —DAETH 5, ZHIXE
i TERY FeAHBE]! Ta%, COBREOE, BhicEiEEd o
rEE ), Laura Oz 4i -7, Twain (3270 b EE R L - Hipiss
AHLE, o Laura OFEL{EOHBER2R L.

When she tripped down the sireet on a summer’s day with
her dainty hands propped into the ribbon-broidered pockets of
her apron, and elbows consequently more or less akimbo, with
her wide Leghorn hat flapping down and hiding her face cne
moment and blowing straight up against her forehead the next

and making its revealment of fresh young beauty; with all her
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pretty girlish airs and graces in full play, and that sweet ignor-
ance of care and that atmoesphere of Innocence and purity all
about her that belongs to her gracious time of life; indeed, she
was a vision to warm the coldest heart and bless and cheer the
saddest, {I, 6, 68-69)

DT A B L RE VIR A S Bb T “innocence and purity” EREE RS
TR ZLA TDOBAW I ATHLMR b, BB X AR,
ATHDBES e, oS4l % i o “a vision” &3¢, Laura
i, BECHEY LR TV,

FLTHENHLUIEL O, OHMLENE, “innocent and purity” @
MEED Zhs, CLidA3NETFD AHEXEE A GOBE RRE ., FH
U, BCHNE LHBUTLOREERL, BAREZE EWIHEERTS S,
BECORENITYTELSY, ChEZWAT, fEERLDROI X > N TH A,

Wilful, generous, forgiving, imperious, affectionate, improv-
ident—bewitching, in short—was Laura at this period. Could
she have remained there, this history would not need to be

written. (I, 6, 69)

2% b, Laura % “innocent and purity’” OFRO T EED LS, BRED
FEIZ 2 5 W BT 5 D TeH N, Lawa #3Eid £{ELICHEL TN
LA DI, COESNE Laura OFEY, Bi~OBEIL2NT, JIOFRT
SO L SEEER I LTINS,

She was not a person of exaggerated refinement; indeed the
society and the influences that had formed her character had
not been of a nature calculated to make her so; she thought
that “give and take was fair play,” and that to parry an offensive

thrust with a sarcasm was a neat and legitimate thing to do.
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She sometimes talked to people in a way which some ladies
would consider actually shocking; but Laura rather prided
herself upon some of her exploiis of that characier. We are sorry
we cannot make her a faultless heroine; but we cannot, for the

reason that she was human. (11, 2, 36)

COET (HEIEE2E) [Wi->THH T, Laura DIELVIEREIL SR
OHARZCRRENL LD LTWE, 022y MiHETHE, 5
5D, FAKMET A Laura B958 243, oW, Lauwra QERESND
HOTIREL, BREZBLEABOLSHFREOERIZS 5 20 3 fEE0RTE
WELRDFNTOAMET, COWMMO L Twain i3, #0dsE0
S HeE 2Rl Lawra O 3 277 “orphan” 4 X — U ABREITE D,
AL L5 & Uz, md &, Lauwra 84b2xif)ic4 2 “nothing” DEET
& -tz &, “Laura Van Brunl™ & aZET04. /3 SO0 SRR &
P EH—, T ETLS &, fEEOMT, B RFENTHRELL, #
O—2i2, 70 Laura FEROPATHEHEETH 5,

In the early turmoil an hour afier the explosion, a little
black-eyed girl of five years, frightened and crying bitterly, was
struggling through the throng in the Bereas’s saloon calling her

mother and father, but no one answered. (I, 3, 29)

s Lavra GQIECBRZEMDSNE 2 FT Y — 0 Th 5, SH—fFO
REOFLD, =in, RERMZMRICE -t EEL —KES0OE T 5,
¥ FRANT, Laura OWFRIE LI T Eb 303, Hawkinsg ETH 2,
% Howkins i, WG/ - T, TOWFLITHH L T4 JELE S,
iR, BAT s ErCaIL, 208, Lawa 2984 & L€ Howkins 52
Rlss oy, Hawkins 3%, ¢ OMELITFLETHEL 2 H
=12, ZOFROEERIT, Laura 13, 4 LUt L TELDQEEDMES
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T, HF HICEHTENR2HIT A, ChifRHRCH TS,

CEW 3 EIChI 3% Laura ORZEL &, FOEREOLT, R
EHBREETCENGBEY, cOoPEORTEIN T RICANGS, Z1T
iR ES T L EbmiEh b, CO/NNHO FEILKRO Appendix iR,
fFEEE, CORFEORBEET TS,

Perhaps some apology to the rcader is necessary in view of
our failure to find Laura’s father. We supposed, from the ease
with which lost persons are found in novels, that it would not
be difficult. But it was; indeed, it was impossible; and there-
fore the portions of the narrative containing the record of the
search have been stricken out. Not because they wcre not in-
teresting—for they were; but inasmuch as the man was not
found, after all, it did not seem wise io harass and cxcite the

reader to no purpose. The Authors. (11, 353)

ZFRIPT TG, 25 Herodotus ORDTERTA, o0 Appendix
KASRERAMUMEIN T 3,

Nothing gives such wcight and dignity to a book as an Ap-
pendix. (TI, 351)
ZNIEEPEE D Laura ORLERLCEFOM TG 2RL LIt EER
f/zdd?
zhut, Laura 2 T3 20 Eh e dll, 2Fh, TEZHEDHSEE
i “mnnocence and purity”, WALLT B, &4 o FROOALZOE
BT, MRS 3T, RIGTE 3L 5MOOEREL -0 EHI
ELD,

“. . Mark Twain in The Gilded Age turned for the first time
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to a serlous—one might truthfully say sober—examination of

his society, a path from which there was no permanent return,”®

Z @ French OfFEIIE L, Twain i3 The Gilded Age 7B WNTEDT
“humorous writer” - LU TOERREL, B EEHF~OHEH % KA L
T:ﬁ’g?gf) ;50

4 MR o K

The Gilded Age TV Laura 5 A4 5 hicfiand, BRdRLizXk 5@, 4%
hs, [BERE Az skl | “a splendid iceberg” (I, 6, 79) &6 —ixL.T, WHiT
“a devil” (I, 18, 211) 25k, HENCHRA 5 [HEOZ] “adeep woman”
(IT, 11, 127) ~ 2 BT S D 2R BT, RBILRlzahi, L0
Hr &L, &y FIEREG S LIBRIEY, $ZETER, WIOER T

KT HECHARSOWALIEENRR 285823 - T L &lEd o
fZLEbina,

@ Laura {57 6o fiqgyid, S PTAITEER B IIE&X » FREE
CORFROBORLY, FEEARE Selby OELWETICHT 2HBETH 5, &
3 Selby @A Laura O HIIEIET 3,

“You have ruined my life,... and I was so young, so ignorant,
and loved you so. You betrayed me, and left me, mocking me

and trampling me into the dust, a soiled cast-off. {11, 8, 82)
COWHOBE Dol Selby MEA, fAONCEETE, FLE2D
D%, WLAOFEH Selby ok, HOEER, 3 51H, 2OREELE
WD s HALA AT 513,

Had she not a right to him? Did he not belong to her by

virtue of her overmastering passion? IHis wife—she was not his

wife, except by the law, She could not be, FEven with the
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law she could have no right to stand between two souls that
were one, It was an infamous condition in society that George
should be tied to Aer.

Laura thought this, believed it, because she desired to believe
it. She came to it as an original proposition, founded on the

requirements of her own nature. (II, 8, 84-85)
24 Laura 3 A OCENFORHOM O EHTRD T, COHST 5,

It mwst be right. God would not have permitied her to love
George Selby as she did, and him to love her, if it was right
for society to raise up a barricr between them. He belonged to
her. (II, 8- 84)

5 LT Laura & & 5t Selby 2D #EH % 4 45, Selby o g
“a lobbyist” & LTO#HLZERIAT ST RALCE, H#LE2ETT, X
it A EEICTMT S £ sk E s Tz, UL, FoBe, Selby
DLOAEL FTA%PE2, ZORTE, Laura i Selby @ffisr s
HiEhh, YRMV2EHERIEE, HERELEY, FOET Selby iRk
Ao AT, Laura 3@ h, EEHBCARS L2000, L TRB
CLTELITNDE, Selby WREEEWESHDOMEL, 2hETOETD
Laura ~omEEodT#2#EL, BLOOHEBLCELS&DD, DRTLIO
BETH 3,

“I—have—not—told—all. T must tel—put—it—down—T
—wronged—her. Years—ago—I-—can’t—see—O—God—
I—deserved —* (I1, 24- 256)

@ Selby OSHIFESO § HFRIIEL, 1T, ZOALYE Lauvra
IRAESRIS L, WEERE, FSLitc it LT, 20K, AT
iFah, Eeh s L, ERtiTs5 400, FRUINCREREL,
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Laura 2 CEEHFILILE, FI0. ZOHBRGROLE R HEO—fK
RRIPELLTRIIEDRLLERE I L, 20HRPEARPDATHELS
FTOBEE LY, R-70%, Boli®, tMEE2BITEAN LS
FHCE D) B CRTITI G, CORAH UL LB LN - LBRHEE
Braham F)gde#+i, OBRicBESbT o b bEhah, 21
HORBITRTEL - BEESIN oL, ok i nihha,

In the eyes of the women of the audience, Mr. Braham was
the hero of the occasion; he had saved the Life of the prisoner;
and Dbesides he was such a handsome man. The women could
not restrain their long pent-up emotions. They threw them-
selves upon Mr. Braham. in a transport of gratitude; they kissed
him again and again, the young as well as the advanced in years,
the married as well as the ardent single women; they improved
the opportunity with a touching sclf-sacrifice; in the words of a
newspaper of the day they “lavished him with kisses.” (11, 27,
289)

CZZTHL G ERED 275 3 —— kY, Laura@@fizcchid s
BAIL A 2 BANT, MO EELNTINELSZLDL Y &,

B, Braham EEHFBELVEERITHICHR LI TIROFTEDhIT
Hi,

Mr. Braham re-drew for the jury the picture of Laura’s early
life; he dwelt long upon that painful episode of the pretended
marriage and the desertion. Colonel Setby, he said, belonged,
gentlemen, to what is called the “upper classes” It is the privi-
lege of the “upper classes” to prey upon the sons and daughters
of the people, The Hawkins family, though allied to the best

blood of the South, were at the time in humblie circumstances.
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He commented upon her parentage. Perhaps her agonized
father, in his intervals of sanity, wsa still searching for his lost
daughter, Would he one day hear that she had died a felon’s
death? Society had pursued her, fate had pursued her, and in
a moment of delirium she had turned and defined fate and

society. {II, 25, 252-3)

i ET AT, CORETAE, cOoEMf0EBOoA%R L L Laura @
Frra2ERTHELICBALY, ZOEECER [, Laura @47
NTHHOEBEREZNE, HRixirUSHEER T, Wi e b R,
BAHS, M RgE 0TS 5, 35, £@ Laura EE
DIpE e LAt y, COBASET Laura 2030 2, MEREL PR
T, WEVNIBERLIUATAGRTL IFOE S,

Gentlemen, we arc all human, we have all sinned, we all have
need of mercy. But I do not ask mercy of you who are the
guardians of society and of the poor waifs, its somctimes wronged
victims; I ask only that justice which you and I shall need in
that last dreadful hour, when death will be robbed ol half its
terrors if we can reflect that we have never wronged a human
being. Gentlemen, the life of this lovely and once happy girl,

this now stricken woman, is in your hands.> (IT, 25, 252-3)

AT, it Braham OHERPERELTTFEINA, ZOESHET
§OR BRI, B TCBRTIAR—R, FRCAAAALS
BT DI AHEUOENL, 5 LT, 85 Twain &k 2 5 nERD
EHEMADLNTNLZLLEFRTLOTHE, TOEE &1k, Sciby @I
FOLIEL [FH! “the vengeance of Heaven” 77 &35 T'wain @ F35E
BCLCTHPTEDOTH -T2, L0 THENCE o1 Laura ORI, B
DT OBEEHCT 5128, Seiby, ~OEFITH 5 & ARHT, FilEE0
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o, mHEITBEENO ARSI T AR —FfTH 572, Laura
HECHEIBEIBFD #4 b, [v -7, HEEFEEFO ERELE]

“Laura Deceived By a Mock Marriage” 771312 & &% 63, E{banc
R na LA Eob 2 BARZDIELIIHL 5 DEDERHIT s v

5 Twain —BOFE 2 b4 s »ThaEEbDRA,

5 R o 5 R

The Gilded Age -\~ 5 PFHOFERF S L2113, Twamn #5159 2 American
Dream @i & 5£5 MO B WINa2 X 25, £ho % American
Nightmare Ta % &, FREEWZEL LI LTH L, 2OFENRSE
oo WIOLARZ oA LB ERiCah, 20 TH- IR, &
Xy RO AARSITH B CRAT, MR 25 BASLOEL~
HELTO D, 20FE, ZOERKE 2 2%, Foio “noble
savages”, 4 2 F 4 7 %, civilization OEZ0 FIITHEE 3w, BOOER
BOE S TIVEERIERR® S ES HhE S T2 BNBRDOETRLEL, Z0OEKT
DFlZr Laura ZREL, TE] OTROETH 5 HALRCHEMY, %
Cip o O, (78] @A 5 0 7 k&0 BAE FFE T80 9 AGE 2R
L T2 i E O FR A %

Twain %, C@/J\i“";ﬂ.%%{ 2 4], 18814, the New England Society
T B | EfEFIOBRESG 2 P —FDMT. £ 5k,

“My first American ancestor, gentlemen, was an Indian, an
early Indian. Your ancestors skinned him alive, and I am an
3

orphan.”’
CHRERBL REBELE3las% 0, Shif, 1747 OLHw
TORR, A-F 47 BE - BHFOEEHL, =2— 445257,
Twain 13, 224555, HUATHEAO B EOLHEHD JE AL S
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e EaiL i, i I am an orphan” #7 - Sl - T A, TOHIT
BIEAT, EHcAAKE OGOy, cO 2ERIC AT ani The
Gilded Age, [FR72 b L Laura fEEOMEE, EDLIS-TAE L I EE
ATRRSIRN,

Y, 1990EEESMEIHE BT A ) AXEERET TS, 72— F ATHR
Ul BERciigE - BERELcb D TH b

* RO B I ~~T, Merk Twain's Works {New York and London, Harper
& Brothers, Hillerest Edition, 1906) i 1 = 1. HIIHOBOEMIT, Vol > v
+¥— &, Chapter EE¥&ZIRICHET
** OJAXE, FhEhoHEEE, BUH BT TENL, Hie03 BEEE
i3, haboFaEoET L

E N, (R R BRSO E IR R BT, bE IOHOR RN & T

PBERAN, BRAZ AT, FET

¥eik Laura 73 Mark Twain QEGEL7ce a4 THAC TR DT &2
ThE, UG [N The Gilded Age fce| AELASANSES TREHAEERE
FIERAE] 8248 (19834E4 B, pp. $0-91. £& g,

=
1 Twain i A+ B - Paine £ [13R L, 44010 Ue Mark Twain's Autobiography (Har-
per & Brothers, 1921) SEE®H 1E% “The Tennessee Land” L, §£E 5,
BAoLEECHEE O (2] TRIPTHS C LIt
2 COFEMICoLT, Robert A Wiggins (22 9BV TN A,

Of course, the book was handicapped from the start by the collaboration of
two writers who not only were incxperienced 1 working together but who were
also unpracticed in the art of the novel. Upon the evidence of the book alone
one might say the authors were really unsure of their intention, Actually they
belicved they were quite sure of what they were about, but the fact does nol
alter the result. The book reads as if’ the authors had not made up their minds
as to what sort of book they were writing; because they were aiming to do so
many things, their shots scattered.

—Robert A. Wiggins, Mark Twain: Jackleg Novelist (Seatlle: Univ. of Wash-

ington Press, 1964), pp.34-5.
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3 Nibiwa win o-dibendan aki,
Eng. A gallant tract
Of land it is!
Meercraft. “Twill yield a pound an acre: Ve must let cheap ever at first.
But, sir, This looks too large for you, I see.
Ben fonson, The Devil is an Ass. (X, 1, 13}
4 COHENEORBEIEITRKOED
“It shall go for taxes,” he said, “and never tempt me or mine any more!”
He opened the window and stoed there tearing the tax bill to bits and watching
the breeze waft them away, till all were gone.
*"The spell is broken, the life-long curse is ended”* {1, 30) 332
5 Bryant M. French, Mark Ttwain and The Gilded Age (Dallas: Southern Metho-
dist Univ. Press, 1963), p.45.
6 A v T YBERIEODTROFESIE LI
Charles 8. Grant, “Land Speculation and The Settlement of Kent,” Tl
New England Quarterly, {March, 1955)
Mark Porter, “Mysticism of the Land and the Western Novel,” South Dakola
Review (Spring, 1973)
Robert A. Rees & Richard D. Rust, “Mark Twain’s “The Turmng Point of
My Life™’, American Literature { January, 1969;
William C. Spengemann, Mark Tiwain and The Backwoeds Angel (The Kent
State Univ. Press, 1966)
7 Philip 5. Yoner, Mark Tivain as a Social Crite {(New York: International
Publishers, 1958, p.309.
1991. 4. 30 =Zm
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Synopsis

Reconsideration of The Gilded Age

—*“The Tennessee Land” and the Orphan Laura—
Yorimasa Nasu

For all its faults, The Gilded Age 1s a remarkably important book;
it contains the sharpest satire in nineteenth-century American fiction.
In this book, Twain began to concentrate his attack on the land
speculation of the posthellum American peeple; it does register his
indignant protests against the land boom characteristic of “‘the
gilded age.” To make the attack more effective, Twain evolves
his peculiar device of using the orphan character as a mirror held
up to the life. The events he records from the orphan’s experiences
are just as they occur in actual life. The discovery of such an
orphan character is Twain’s first important achievement in all his
literary career. Here in Twain a new type of literary artist was
born. Twain wrote in the New York Daily Graphic: “I consider
it (The Gilded Age) one of the most astounding novels that was ever
written.”’

The orphan Laura makes her first appearance in some strange
and queer way. Bryant M. French refers to it:

From this brief synopsis it can easily be seen that the principal
ingredients of the sensation novel are present: disaster (in the

steamhoat explosion), unknown parentage, adoption, false mar-
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riage, murder, sclf-sacrificing devotion, and hovering between
life and death. The steamboat explosion is used quitetypically
to precipitate the orphan Laura Van Brunt into the story.
All of a sudden, Laura is thrown into the story by the steamboat
explosion, and left alone and helpless without any parent. The
damnable explosion, of course, originated in some Iust of her parents
and other adults.
Twain inserts his own comment on Laura’s ocrruption as:
wilful, generous, forgiving, imperious, affectionate, improvi-
dent—betwitching, in short—was Laura at this period. Could
she have remained there, this history would not need to be
written,
From this brief suggestion it can be seen that Twain intends to
write more than Laura’s private history of “a campaign that failed.”
By describing her strikingly transitional career, from a pure and in-
nocent girl to a dirty and fallen woman, the writer attempts to in-
form the reader of the tragical future of the nation in which “every
man has drcam, his pet scheme, whereby he is to advance himself
socially or peecuniarily.” The rise and fall of the orphan Laura ac-
curately reflect the path of troubles which the nation is treading.
Twain’s focus sets upon “all-pervading speculativeness™ of land.
“The Tennessee Land” provides a major theme of The Gilded Age.
The fine estate, which Squire Hawkins left bekind in the region of
East Tennessee, is far from confering happiness upon his wife and
children; it curses all of them to the end of time. Much to our
surprise, the land curses Laura, adopted girl of the family, far more

bitterly than the rest of the Hawkinses. Providence is not fair and
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square in its dealing with the orphan Laura. Here is Twain’s major
intention of directing his satire on the scciety of “Today® fallen into
“shameful corruption.” Laura begins life orphan, and ends life
scapegoat,

On the making of the orphan Laura as a protagonist of the novel,
much care has been bestowed. To accomplish her special role as
a mirror as completely as possible, Laura is stripped off literarily;
she has no parents, no lovers, no relatives and no property. She is
nothing in society, and is more capable of catching details of all the
events that happen in the morbid society, By using the orphan
Laura in this way, Twain succeeds in making a sensational disclosure
of this age.

The Grlded Age explores one of the most mportant element of
Twain’s literary talent; it is concerned with Twain’s discovery of the

orphan character.



