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A man's destination is his own village,

His own fire, and his wife’s cooking;

To sit in front of his own door at sunset
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And see his grandson, and his neighbour's grandson
Playing in the dust together,

Scarred but secure, he has many memories
Which return at the hour of conversation,
{(The warm or the cool hour, according to the climate)
Of foreign men, who fought in foreign places,
Foreign to each other.

A man's destination is not his destiny,
Every country is home to one man
And exile to another. Where a man dies bravely
At one with his destiny, that soil is his,
Let his village remember.

This was not your land, or ours: but a village in the Midlands,
And one in the Five Rivers, may have ihe same graveyard,
Let those who go home tell the same story of you:
Of aclion with a comumon purpose, action
None the less fruitful if neither you nor we
Know, until the judgement after death,
What is the fruit of action, *

F—ETRABRLZEENCAR LB ZHL LR IBTHEINTH S, 55
OR®, BAOFEOQFE, TNCEFOFRENS D, HiREEN ISR
HR TSI OMEBEROEELED-THR3, B2 TOr Ty §s »OEL
R TaERRE T TORERRBEET- TR R4k 3, BOoMR
RO R TS B ESIE Md e T B, Landscapes @h@ “New
Hampshire” 4 Burnt Norton 1 I ECR 61 2 FESHIEN DRI 21
BT HTTELS LhLBAZCIOIIE ELO ARHFERELHIC
BOBMROEECHELERTNS, REAEALDDEH L DEDEREH



3L LT “To the Indians who Died in Africa” 59

BHLa 5,
OTHORHENFE SRR UTEL, STl —%LTRMent
HTHi-To, BRICHBIE0REOTEFHE ST 5, COERIEIE LS
& Cornelia Sorabji 3 DEET Queen Mary's Book for India F\> 5%
PTn Bd HdphbOTH YD, HBlcah<b k3 ETImARIEEIT 2
AT 7 ) HERERCEHLC S, ASOESRETTEILE, BET
OTRERBAATH O, BOOEWE, TLED0sRhEd-»LEDD
EOEEREN S BOBRRIOCOBNICD, FroBRTCAISATENE LD
Tikdb b, "Scarred but secure” FI3ERRZCOLILTEE T ORIE
MECIEHT 2L EHRFRCHARETNTOE L E2ELT S,
ELLLTHETOL2UWEBSFOBERESF SN - T, BEECEEFL
BT RO REEARENEE L TR, BR LT OREIEI T
Wi, HEORBMPBTHAREBORBEHATEEL CR - 20 EHIE
DDA TEL, ZLAhLBRED " DDETEES LI BFNET NI
ThHDH, ¥ /Y4 FaEsh LIoR Ao BEE~0EN0 B icEh
NRENEE LU R TOERC T —~ &, FASRELLED 0B
WEhirE s L LERA TR BESNE L, Bt AR TRESTERES
N, BHFRALAUHES UTHRINLLDD, E3HT T EToBEEREED
ROENTLE - HERUTHEEETEO—E4 57 Joknny Got His Gun
D& DS AARN LT3 SR LT 3 0T, BEbEMN G
LECTERBOFOI- VAT » v FEHEOEE, BMETANEEAR
AN A A D—ABREEF K LT ) 4y PHRAELEEESR LTS

7.

DRECZTENTHIRZDLELIZLTED,

F=Mo—THE, B—E0o—FELELASEHESNELTHRE S, &
H Ok, “his own village" A7 “not his destiny” %4 - Tl 5 5T

HY, 2¥bH, "A man's destination”="his cwn village” ==*his destiny”
L DEFEAEMIE S, ARMNFREORRENTEN, —AADESEE



&0 M 0 #
TR A O E Y, Ry Ee R SRR O (R S i L Ao
ERiEDGD OREFEDONENELOTHAC FBERENG, BT
DEEEIECOLDERT Ea0 BELT B2 M. ERZIRD A
., BArOEEITHSh I AEELGICE T ANICE OB iE A
&, RlEEOBEL-BIZCcLelsd, 24y A EM 72250
o, TOXAEA Y FRFEaPESERE LTERICEZ(OAVFA
bt k- TEFANGH, EMEh T T EERERL TR AL, A
COXANBEBERLL, AP LLORBE A~ FTORERMNDI &
i, AV FREBEZ Ay VEBURTSORAMNERL PP -
BEThE, Lhhhbod, ook I EATHRERERICES S L
AlEA vy POz YAy FIFESHEFHRLTEET IO, BioSh 47 0
P HETETEL, FREMESELCLRX-T, AT 74+ A
5 —HERE OBREEARECHBEELORHMNLT, )4y iRk
EoHETAELS, Wby FALEE S TIEICEESDEIELFEER
SR ERY, BEACHETENAED DFTLE oDl TabifvF
BRI —REROMEGEHRTZ2DOTHD, Lipbd 7977

FI) =B EGER S e D TR, BIRELMETH L, U
Ao FOWRBERO S — L [ IED L,

BrE T The Dry Salvages 1T THEIRAOFTO4 » FEEEER
LiEahpMahid, ¢ TIE 8TH -7, “(The warm or the cool
hour, according to the climate)™ &> 3 IRAE{LZ AL AR F =3I BT
“Every country is home to one man , And exile to another,” 2 —H3¥
EEEShi-bo e, 2502 0EMETI " Midlands” & “Five Rivers”
L SEFEEEELOIT, HiowHELENSEhE, Punjab ©IER
Th 5 “Five Rivers” T3 & &<, Midlands TR COL I UAZEAL
BRELACEIONRLOTHEN, 2T 7IHi0IPRHAEZAR
FECECE-T, Ty PEPTRT IHRELEORMOERITE A



Hegait  LC® “To the Indians who Died in Africa” 61

NTLEH>OTE S, —fTH®D “This is not yvour land, or ours” &ix5
T—ARRObUNLTETHE, RETOEEL LI ATHLELZ S
DAFENAES VFOBEACDEIRESET U F v FOERE, Bl
THEA » FOEBFICI S o fcv oy P oie S RBEDTENE- 1A
Didp, LBEDHEIER - fTAE, KA TONEACET N EEECER
EHACEMTENNIC LTS, EVFEI6DELTELALR, TOEWL
FHEDE, LT iR, SEETHRLITRE, BS0EME—DICU
STREBIZHEAC EPCDORRE LTESI N T2 2285, HEOH
Biebhl{&tlTn 4y bOLORTE, h{bbEubEb 1 L
Lice, EOXINEEE FEILOoRALDTHSL Iy,

il

OFEFT I A P RIRLTELET NN, 203508 2hE
fﬁacamﬁao%mmImmmCmmmd®EE%%ﬁL;ﬁor@&
RzVAw PEE-THEREDERTHFIOTIRN. £ A FFHHBEHD
%ﬁ%%otjkﬁwtﬁ&mM&@;iwﬁHTméo

He gave high praise to the biographv of a French priest killed in
North Africa. Charles de Foucauld travelled disguised, the [First
explorer ' in unexplored and unsubdued terrilory’. He gave aid to
the tribesmen and aimed primarily not to convert by teaching,
‘but to [fve the Christian life, alone among the natives', Finally,
Foucauld was killed by a marauding band which was unaware of
his name and reputation. ‘There is no higher glory of a Christian
empire than that which was here brought into being by a deaih
in a desert’. This piece relates to the 'explorers’ of ‘East Coker’,
and to the poem on ‘the Indians whao Died in Africa’. It is the
revision of the theme of camnibal and missionaries 1n Sweeney
Agonistes which makes possible the fate of Celia in The Cockiail
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Party. 1t also relates to Eliot’s sense of the poel’s mission in

‘Little Gidding® when the streets of London become simply a
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However, it is doubtful that Elict was aware of these beliefs at
the time he composed this poem. His use of wards, “forcign men,
who fought in foreign places, /Foreign to each other,” may have
been prempted by the strong nationalistic feelings in India at that
time, the swadeshi (literally, of ome's own land, and hence the
opposition to the forelgn rule) movement (also known as the Quit-
India movement) and the then current Indo-British relationship, 19
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Synopsis

“To the Indians who Died in Africa”
as War Poetry

Tetsuya Taguchi

T.8. Eliot’s “To the Indians who Died in Africa” was, as the nole
to the poem in his Collected Poems 1909-15962 shows, ariginally wrilten
at the request of Cornelia Sorabji, an Indian lawyer and writer, for
Gueen Mary’s Book for India, The poet placed this poem in “Qccasional
Verses™ along with the other two poems which were likewise written
during the Second World War.  The significance of this poem,
therefore, will not be clear unless we try to understand the poet's
attitude towards the War as well as the situation he faced al that
time,

This poem has not been much discussed and not well understood.
A few critics have dared to deal with the poem, but their point was
that they found in it the same influence from the Bagavad-Gita as
could be found in The Dry Salvages III. On the other hand, several
Indian critics read this poem with enthusiasm and were glad to be
able to prove that ithe poem was written under the influence of the
great Hindu poetry. In both cases the critics failed to see the essence
of the poem: the poet was here primarily concerned with the War
that was still being fought.

Eliot made some changes and revised the text when the poem was
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included in his Collected Peems. Tt is certain that he tried to make
the poem appealing to the wider range of readers with this revision.
But as the title still indicates, the poem was originally dedicated to
the Indians who fought together with English soldiers and were
killed in North Africa that was foreign to both of them.

In this essay, therefore, I attempted to illustrate what happened in
North Africa, how the Indians reacted to their forced involvement in
the War, and what the poet was doing in England then. My discussion
is focused on this poem, not on Gitz nor on its influence. My argument
is confined to the relation of the poem to the War, not its relation to
The Dry Salvages. This is all because the direction of the interpretations
so far made on this poem ought te be reversed, No matter how
interesting it may be to read in it the traces of the influence of Gita,
it is not the Indian philesophical poetry, but the War which Eliot

was involved in, that gives the synthesis to this poem.



