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This poure wydwe awaiteth al Lthal nyght

After hir litel child, but he cam noght ;

For which, as soone as it was dayes lvght,

With face pale of drede and bisy thoght,

She hath at scole and elleswhere hym soght, ... (VII, 585-90)
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She goes, ..
To every place where she hath supposed
By liklihede hir litel child to fynde,... (VII, 585-96)
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Thou goosl biforn of thy benyngnytee,
And getest us the lyght, of thy preyere,
To gyden us unto thy Sone so deere. (VII, 473-80)22
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With tarment and with shameful deeth echon,

This provost deoth thise Jewes for to sterve

That of this mordre wiste, and that anon,

Therfore with wilde hors he dide hem drawe,

And after that he heng hem by the lawe. (VII, §28-34)
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T LTI EITE S,

£ LTIERRF £ ET S, BT s205, RTHORICHRT
BIH LT — v BB OER S P L A &S Kemp Malone &
HE, TELD

___this tenderheartedness of hers does not go well with the story
of a murder, much less the murder of an innocent child, A woman
who weeps at the sight of a dead mouse is hardly the right

person to tell a tale of ihroat—cutting and torture. %

DECATEERDAELTLEDTH S, bl e s FROFICETS
OAERD ‘conscience’ TH B D, FiHREGAZ L H AR AMHICD
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THL2, RBCE -0 2D TR RRAD A 4 OEBOSICE PR3
BEEREENT A Y NCES N EDTES 3, 20 - OfEROE
28 (- LBED) DAX Y ACTZETAS,5 L. THEICH Lid
Lﬁ%?4z%4v&miﬁ$uzb%mUb%lﬁkAﬁﬁﬁ&%ﬁnf
LB EHLRTHINTHE, B3R o0 v AdmLT
ﬁ%@if?kﬁﬁﬂ(%@ﬁ%éﬂtﬁ—bbdbfﬁénﬁﬁﬁwén
TRB LI LG MESNTHE L a9 T &, — A O 132
WD, 2 Y AERBRT A>T HEShZ0THEL .2 25
=R Y ABAS LA T AW AC T L, COSECETE L
TADAROL T LES D E20BE LTEE LT3 F5 7 b7
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Since then it is certain. .. that the most blessed boy and martyr
William was slain by the Jews, we believe that it was hrought
about by the righteous judgerent of God that these same men,
being guilty of so horrible a crime, suffered so prompt a retribution
for such deliberate wickedness, and that the rod of heaven in a

Drief space of time exterminated or scattered them all. *°

PrT wEBnTd COMRRELhPD - o 8 v ADSEIIC S o f, L2
&4 ¢ (and that anon) (VII, 630) +& % 0s BICELEITLEI,
Iy Gra—0Eed, (OEHEOES LR T-HIRIT Y Vo
— 81 2 (Matthew Paris [12008-59]) @ [+ ZAEfeER ] (Histora
Anglorum) CEHEZEO—AD2F ¥ A Copin ©MIZE [EaRRBTEE
Ui, MAEETAES. TNl EELTED Y F 0B
o 2 IZIE RO [r— b v WITERE ] (Annales de Burton) 1% Jopin
Lo ERENEORRBEZ 20 oh, BNl TRESNEL I
MASEH S L, 2 S SIEgERBRIE T e T Ly FRERRpNILT
v Figh, BAHEOHA D FTHHELE X TR, TOIATHESN
P, LA URBEMN T ANS T EELFATLS &, “Therfore with
wilde hors he dide hem drawe, / And afier that he heng hem by the
lawe” (633-34) &3 PrT o= & v AMMHOTHR Ry = v+ 7T
Ligly, LAY ARTEDOD LD — V- ETTHS
CDFEROBERF S>3 anti-semitism i B O TR, HFEE
BEL/ Ly T —rRERCIOYDEORE LuRERESET DD
Li—ORIEELT, bLihbd COTFERETEAZTLIK, &85
M ENRTOSAFEREL R T TR RS TH . ThidCohi%s R
s OUT ATAORONEOEHET ZEA (virgines) OT-EDICR
FTAERMLLTRTEE, =/ L7 4 — v PBIEALIEHT e — D
SHOWELBNE I TOTAARE NN, TOTF LT~ OFEHE,
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HLEEv Y TOBMLLINMADTEY — FAdhid, fFRELTENN
WD THE, HHEME U TIRES L LTEREER”R I, KT
BEENE, BRI EA L TEETBR LIS, 2 LTHL5 AMBY
RO IR BE: LB AIA RN 3 8 DICBEL L ES B, b LZOER
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S, Tk GP @b hhEc sy, Brodb 2o Lr s
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EHHEOTEF r A BLT, BUABME0FTHIEFIERNE T &IC
Lo TEROBEARSELAOTSHS, GRORMEE, BBOBELSSD
AT ANORMCLIARET L5280+ TR ECE - TEEOBETESRE
Bl 2+ AR EOHROALDD foil Fird&Eiil,

Fa—— 3 HRREE RO TEEE LS 205 SRR E
SEFRLT, £85 6 T0FENEREBRNC MG T, Thi AL
ﬁﬁ%’: LT a8~ ) TOABHBICH L 2 &, BEEGD 7 — 7% moralily
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Synopsis

Is the Priovess’s Tale Adapted
to Its Teller ?

Isamu Saito

The Prioress’s Tale is a story replete with tender sentiment, A 'litel
clergeon, * a seven—year—-old boy, singing an antiphon “Alma redemptoris
mater” to and from school, offends the Jews and is killed by them,
His body is cast imto a 'privy.' But he never ceases from singing
“Alma. " The Blessed Virgin pul a miraculous ‘grevn’ on his longue
and gently ordered him to continue singing. When the ‘greyn’ is taken
away his soul ascends to Heaven leaving tear-stained people behind.

The teller, Madame Eglentyne, a prioress, is strongly conscious of
the child-martyr, for in her prologue to the Tale she ulters a prayer,
which is apparently paraphrased and adepted from the opening verse
of the antiphon of The Feast of the Holy Innocents, The ieller
compares the ‘cursed Jews' who killed the boy 1o Herod who ordered
the murder of all the children in Bethlehem—children later sanctified
as the holy infants {or inpocents), in honour of whom ihe mass is
held. Mareover, the sorrow of the boy’s mother is told in terms of the
sorrow of Rachel who weeps for her dead children (Matthew, TI.8).
The mother’s sorrow serves to amplify the patheticism of the boy's
death. Eglentyne expects that the murderd boy will also join the
144 000 pure, blameless and spiritually undefiled virging who follow

the Lamb in Revelation. Eglentyne's concern aboul the child-martyr is
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illustrated once more in her last prayer in which she alludes to the
pathetic story of Hugh of Lincoln, a Christian boy murdered in 1255
by the Jews, The boy was listed among the martyred saints, and his
story has been preserved in the ballad.

The Miracle of the Virgin is also the central topic of the Tale.
Adoration of the Virgin became popular among peopie from 12th
century, because unlike the case of other saints, her benevolent
protection is not particularly related to specific relics and places,
Mary could be evoked anywhere and by anyone. Only devotion to her
was believed to be the means to salvation., The miracles were
performed especially on behalf of the poor, the weaker, and the
undeserving, The ‘litel clergeen,' whose eager Marian worship is
innocent, is the most suilable object of protection by the Yirgin, The
teller, Eglentycne the nun, the virgin bride of Christ. the daughter
and the handmaid of the Virgin has a claim to tell the story of the
death of an innocent Christian boy who is fetched to Heaven through
the warm maternity of ‘Cristes moder,'

The question arises, however, as toc whether or not the Tale is
adapted to its teller. The characier of the teller Eglentyne and her
anti-semitism has been the cause of hot discussion, Is such a dubious
woman as Eglentyne characterized in the General Prelogme a right
person to tell the pious tale? Is it net unbecoming that the prioress,
or the handmaid of the merciful Virgin should be so unmerciful as to
describe unscrupulously the scene of the execution of the Jews?

Though very attractive in her manners and appearance, Eglentyne
as a nun seems to be worldly, being interested in secular courtly

manners, Her ‘conscience” or ‘tendre herte’ is turned to her pets,
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which were forbidden to be kept in the priory by the Rule of
Benedict. For such a worldly nun the pious story is unfitting, No one
will oppose affectionate tears for the death of little animals, but
Eglentyne, if she is to observe God's love, should not turn her love
to a ‘non-rational creature with the love of desire,” as St. Thomas
admosnished, Her ‘conscience’ seems to be a mere sham. However, 1if
she were by chance to witness the fighting scene where her fellow-
pilgrim Shipman, with no ‘conscience,’ cruelly killed his enemy, she
would fall into a swoon with a shock, Her ‘conscience’ is a sort of
feminine sentimantality. In this respect her weeping for the dead boy
is understandable,

The problem, however, remains unsolved, Why should the feeling of
such a woman of sentimentality be untouched with cruelly of the
execution of the Jews? The Jews were executed with ‘torment’ and
‘shameful deeth’ and ‘that anon,' With a wild horse they are drawn
and hanged. Eglentyne has been condemned by critics for her religious
prejudice. But the primary purpose of the Tale is not the illustration
of anti-semitism. The cruelty of the punishment of the Jews was a
stereptype and does not purposely indicate the tleller's cruelly. The
murderer of William of Norwich, a child-martyr, as Thomas of
Monmouth describes, “suffered so prompt a retribution.” Matthew
Paris did not hesitate to describe the execution of the murderer of
Hugh of Lincoln as “he was tied to a horse's tail and dragged to the
gallows.” The Jew, according to Annales de Burton, was “lied to the tail
of a horse, dragged a long way the streets,.. and hanged.” We shall
notice a parallelism between the description of the Jew in the Prioress's

Tale and those in other legends, Eglentyne (and Chaucer behind her)
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only conformed to the custom of describing the Jew as a streotype,
dencting spiritual rather than social evil, The Jew is the dehumanized
foree of Evil, the agency of threat, an alien element in the community.,

Eglentyne’s love may conquer all, but it is love of a particular sort,
not the light of charity, narrowly directed at wounded or beaten pets
cr the murdered child. Hence the Tale's senlimentality, Eglentyne is
a dubjous nun and her nunlike ambivalent wish—fulfillment is satisfied
vicariously by the Virgin, She has indulged her womanish emotion
and at the same time followed her vocation as a nun by telling the
story of a child-martyr and the miracle of the Virgin,

Pathos in the Tale is dependent on the taste of the time and
Chaucer was unusually receptive to it, The Church, for the edification
of peaple, tended to depend upon the experiential, the particular, that
which cne could comprehend through the sense. The sensible world
(the world of ‘experience’) and an immediate response to it, rather
than any abstract philosophy (the world of ‘auctoritee’) formed the
basis of people’s (and Eglentyne's) faith. Eglentyne succeeded in

putlling deep human and feminine emctions inta the Tale,



