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Appendix A

Pleasure Reading

It is fun to read English books. You will obtain information that
you might not be able to get from Japanese books. You will find that
some of the books which you may have read in their Japanese trans-
lations sound different and are sometimes more interesting than in
their translated versions.

How many English books have you read since you started studying
English several years ago? What! Noteven one! Well, maybe that’s
not surprising. You may have been too busy studying to get good
grades and pass college entrance exams. Now you have more free
time. Why don’t you read English books?

Some of you may ha{re tried to read English books but may have
given up. Some books are very difficult. There are many English
books in our library, and you can try to read them if you have the con-
fidence.

Even if you do not have the confidence to read the English books
In the library, you can enjoy reading English books. There is an “Eng-
lish as a Second Language Corner” in the section of English books in
our library. There are two shelves and about 210 hooks of various
types. They include mysteries, biographies, classics, science fiction,
plays, nonfiction, and adventure. They are divided into four levels
according to the level of their vocabulary. The easiest level is elemen-
tary (E), which uses only 300-1,000 words. The second is low inter-
mediate (LI}, at the 1,000-2,000 word level. ‘The third is high in-
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termediate (HI), which has 2,000-3,000 words. The highest level,
advanced (A), has 3,000-7,000 words. Even the books of the advanced
level are much easier than ordinary English books.

If you decide to read some of these books, it is a good idea to read
something you are interested in, the kind of book you might ordinarily
read in Japanese. For example, if vou like to read Sherlock Holmes
in Japanese translation, try reading one of his books in English. Read
the first couple of pages and find out if it is the right level for you. If
it is too difficult, try something easier. The four levels will help you
to decide which books to read.

After you choose a book, the most important thing is that you enjoy
reading it. Just try to understand the plot. Even if you find some
words you do not understand, don’t use a dictionary immediately.
Guess the meaning from the context. It is not important to under-
stand everything written in the book. It is more important that you
enjoy reading and understand the overall ideas. If you try reading

several books, you will improve your reading comprehension.
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Appendix B
Book Report

Class . Student#_ __ Name

Title #

Publisher Publication Year
Level Size x # of Pages
Topic

Main Characters

Minor Characters

Time Pericd of the Story

Location of the Story

Time Required to Finish hours minutes -
Boring 123465 6 Interesting

Childish 1 2 3 45 6  Notchildish

Useless 12 3 45 6 Useful

Unsatisfactory 1 2 3 45 6 Satisfactory

Not recommended 12 3 45 6 Recommended
Organization Poor 12 3 456 Good
Grammar Difficult 1 2 3 456 Easy
Vocabulary Difficult 1 2 3 456 Easy
English (as a whole) Difficult 1 2 3 4 5 6 Easy
Prior knowledge assumed Much 1 2 3 4 5 6 Little
Comprehension (content) Difficult 1 2 3 4 5 6  Easy
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Summary

Comments
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Appendix C
ESL Reading Project Questionnaire

Class _ __ Student# ____ Name
1. Did you take part in this project ?
a. No b. Yes
2. If not, why not? Indicate first and second reason.
— a. I was too busy.
. 1 do not like English that much.
. I could not find books I am interested in.
. Extra credit was too little for the work.
. It was not required.
__ f. other { )
3. If so, why?
a. It was required.
b. I wanted to read something in English.
¢, I wanted to get extra points.
— d. My friends were doing it.
—  e. I found an interesting book.
—_ f. My teacher strongly recommended it.
__ g. other ( )
4. Besides textbocks, how many English books have you read through
(including the ones for this project) ?
01234546 7 8 9 10 more
5. How many books in the ESL Corner did you lock at?
1234567 89 10 11 12 13 more
6. Were you happy to have a chance to read an English boock ?
No 1 2 3 45 6 Yes
7. Were there enough books available ?
No 1 2 3 45 6 Yes
8. Would you like to get extra points for this type of project ?
No 1 2 3 4 5 6 Yes

L T I = T o I = o
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9, If so, how many points out of 100 final points are adequate for the
work ?
0123456 7 more ( )

10. When would you like to read English books?

a. never d. in classes

b. during the vacation e. any time

c. during the school year
11. What types of English books would you like to read ? Choose the

{first, second and third.
a. none
____ b. science fiction
science (nonfiction)
novels
mystery/adventure
romance
drama, poetry
travel
foreign culture (countries)
e j. other { )

12. Which level of English books would you like to read most ?
none
elementary  { —1000 words)
low intermediate {1000— 2000 words)
high intermediate (2000—3000 words)
advanced {(3000— words)
13. Comments

o T

o ppow
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Synopsis

Independent Reading in English

— Use of Graded Readers in the Library
English as a Second Language Corner —

Kenji Kitao

Reading has been the most emphasized skill in English instruction
since its inception in the late ninectcenth century. Grammar-trans-
lation has been the most commonly used method in Japan since that
time. However, recently, because of rapid internationalization, the
study of English for the purpose of communication has increased in
importance. Listening and speaking are emphasized more than they
were before, but the total number of English instruction hours has been
reduced in junior and senior high schools. In additien, college stu-
dents’ reading proficiency of English is not high, and they read slowly,

Since we have only forty clock hours for each English course, we
experimented with independent reading outside of the classroom, using
about 220 graded readers in the English as a Second Language Corner
in our library. This project was carvied on from April, 1988, to June,
1988. ‘There were four levels of graded readers: elementary (70
books), low intermediate (70), high intermediate (35), and advanced
(35). The levels of the books are determined according to their vo-
cabulary level: elementary-—less than 1,000 words; low intermediate—

less than 2,000; high intermediate—less than 3,000; and advanced—
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3,000 and above, respectively.

We offered this opportunity to read independently to seven fresh-
man English classes and two sophomore English classes, 300 students
in total. Since there were only 220 graded readers at that time, we
offered this instruction for 4-5 weeks apiece to different classes and
avoided a situation where students might not be able to get books.

We discussed suggestions for reading graded readers {Appendix A)
in class. We gave students a list of all the graded readers that were
available and copies of the report sheet (Appendix B), We offered
extra points for this extra work in six classes, with the number of points,
in some cases, depending on the level of the books read. The reading
was assigned as required homework in threec classes. We gave a
questionnaire (Appendix C} to all students in the nine classes at the
end of June and the beginning of July. We analyzed the results of:
the report and the questionnaire by computer.

Out of the 300 students, 161 read at least one book and turned in
a report. For extra points, 69 students out of 207 did the reading.
As required homework, 92 out of 93 students did the reading. Stu-
dents who did the reading in return for extra points turned in a total
of 153 reports, an average of 2.2 per student and 10 reports at most.
In addition, we collected 285 questionnaires.

Sixty-two percent of the students read a total of 155 elementary
books. Using ANOVA to analyze the differences between students
who read books for extra points did not indicate that offering more
extra credit points influenced the level of the books read. There was
some tendency for students to read higher level books for two or mere

points, but the difference was not significant. Ninety percent of books
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read were elementary and low intermediate. Based on the comments
in response to the questionnaire, it did not appear that students had
much confidence that they would be able to read through the books,
so they started with either elementary or low intermediate level books.

‘There is a correlation between the levels of the books and the number
of pages and between the level and time students spent reading a book.
Students found that the higher the level, the more interesting, mature,
useful, and satisfactory the books were, and the more strongly they
would recommend them to friends. As for the language used in the
books, the higher the level, the better orgainzed the books were found
to be, and the more difficult the grammar, vocabulary, and English
as a whole were found to be. Students also found that the higher the
level of the books, the more preknowledge was necessary for compre-
hension and the more difficult they found it to comprehend the story.
However, they did not think that the language was too difficult, and
they felt that they could understand the beoks.

As for the 285 questionnaires, 134 of those who returncd the ques-
tionnaires had read at least one bock, and 128 had not. The most
common reason they gave for not reading any books was being too
busy, and the second most common was that it was not required.
Students who had read at least one book looked at an average of seven
books in the library, and students who had not read any books looked
at an average of 3.28 books. At minimum, this project gave students
good opportunitics to see the graded readers. The responses to the
questionnaires indicated that students were glad 1o have had this op-
portunity to read graded readers. They could not find encugh books

which they were interested in. They wanted very much to earn the
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extra points for this project. The best time for this type of project
would be during vacations. Students were most interested in mysteries
and adventures, and then novels. They wanted to read low inter-
mediate level books most, then elementary, high intermediate and
advanced, in that order, Only 16 students responded they would
not want to read English books at any level.

As I have discussed, offering students an opportunity to read graded
readers independently seems to be effective, and many students are
interested in reading English books. If the opportunity were offercd
during the summer or winter vacations, more students would partici-
pate in it. One aspect that teachers need to be concerned about is

how to motivate students to participate in it.



