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Alexander

Thou dost speak vainly in Contempt of a Power which no other
Man ever yet arrived at. Hath the Granicus vet recovered the
bloody Colour with which I contaminated its Waves? Are not the
Fields of Issus and Arbela still white with human Bones? Will
Suse shew no Monuments of my Victory? Are Darius and Porus
Names unknown to thee? Have not the Groans of those Millions
reached thy Ears, who but for the Valour of this Heart, and the
Strength of this Arm, had still enjoyed Life and Tranquillity?
Hath then this Son of fupiter, this Conqueror of the World, adorn-
ed by his Followers, dreaded by his Foes, and worshipped hy
All, lived %o hear his Power contemned. and the Offer of his
Favour slighted. by a peor Philesopher, a wretched Cynic, whose
Cloak appears to be his only Possesion!

i Diogenes

1 retort the Charge of Vanity on thyself, proud Alexander; for
how vainly dost thou endeavour to raise thyself on the Monuments
of thy Disgrace! 1 acknowledge, indeed, all the Exploits thou hast
recounted, and the Millions thou hast to thy eternal Shame destroy-
ed. But is it hence thou wouldst claim Jupiter for the Father?
Hath not then every Plague or pestilential Vapour the same
Title? Tf thou art the Dread of Wretches to whom Death appears
the greatest of Evils, is not every mortal Disease the same? And
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if thou hast the Adoration of thy servile Followers, do they offer
thee more, than they are ready to pay to every Tinsel Orpament,
or empty Title? Is then the Fear or Worship of Slaves of so great
Honour, when at the same time thou art the Contempt of every
brave honest Man, the’, like me, an old Cloak should be his only
Possession? (p. 228)
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. . we flatterad ourselves that it might be of some little use to
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Look next on Greainess; sav where Greatness lies?
‘Where, but among the Heroes and the Wise¥
Heroes are much the same, the point's agreed.

From Macedonia’s madman to the Swede:
The whole strange purpose of their lives, to find
Or make, an enemy of all mankind!?”
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But hadst thou, Alexander, wish’d to prove
Thy self the real Progeny of Jove,

Virtue annther Path had bid thee find,
Taught thee to save, and not slay Mankind.*
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OF A, “Is ip [Good-nature] not Virtue's Self? A Flow'r so
fine/It only grows in Soils almost divine.”3! X TVv 5, PLEDZ &
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Whereas all other virtues without some tincture of this [good-nature],
may be well called splendida peccata; for the richer, stronger, more
powerful, or more knowing an ill-natured man is, the greater
mischiefs he will perpetrate; it is ill-nature, with these qualities,
which hath fettered and harassed mankind; hath erected the tyrant’s
throne, hath let loose the conqueror’s two-edged sword . . . hath
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sent abroad fire and sword and faggot, to ravage, burn, depopulate
and enslave nations . ... %
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Good-Nature is that benevolent and amiable Temper of Mind
which disposes 18 to feel the Misfortunes, and enjoy the Happiness
of others; and consequently pushes us on to promote the latter,
and prevent the former; and that without any abstract Contem-
plation on the beauty of Virtue, and without the Allurements or
Terrors of Religion.®
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Bt 5, Of True Greatness OREHOMTZ2 R TAH L5,

Not on such Wings, to Fame did Churchill sear,
For Europe while defensive Arms he bore.

Whose Conquests, cheap at all the Blood they cost,
Sav'd Millions by each noble Life they lostt

Lo TEREA LSO AV, 2 OmiTIE, Alexander @iz Ti{shE
“Great” LEWEL ALV 3 —FHITE (A TH S5O T, “on such Wings
bk, Alexander 23TioloX 57 BEE - BT - ERLRLTBHEL
vy Churchill rif, John Churchill, #f% Marlborough AE® =~ :Th
2o Fielding i, TOMNMCHEATEEEFE YT T, 22T, £
5 EEH LC Marlborough 73 “good Head” Lk “good Heart” o34 L
7z, Fielding Ik - TOHEBOAMTH o7 Z LEFRT LS 20T 5,
Fielding @3x 7z Marlborough o3h#51%, “For Europe while defensive
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was entirely modern.  The offensive, the aggressive, the grand, sharp
decision in the open fleld, and the rest would follow, as Napoleon
would say, par swrcroit"™, LEEL T3, EEESEMARERD LTvi
= »lz 7%, Blenheim @@EV"C“C’)EWLM‘J@%%! i, FFEEOR. 2L LT,
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@%%%%ﬁ%éo:@ﬁt Marlborough g8, MENET
ol HiE, oo BEAEMREER TS o o, REHEEE LT
ThB,

When he [Marlborough] spoke to him [Charles] of war in general,
he thought he perceived in his majesty a natural aversion to
France; and remarked that he talked with pleasure of the con-
quests of the allies. He mentioned the czar to him, and observed
that his eyes always kindled at the name, notwithstanding the
calmness of the conversation. Besides, he saw a map of Muscovy
lying before him on the table®

B> THPETFCIBET 22 L0, REORER LHLITRAEAICL -
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We found him [Marlborough] at sixty-one, in poor health, racked
with earache and headache, after ten years of war, making these
personal reconnaissances within deadly range of the enemy's
entrenchments and batieries in order to make sure that his soldiers
were not set impossible tasks and their brave lives not cast need-
lessly away.i®
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Synopsis

Henry Fielding’s View of “True” Greatness

—Alexander the Great and
the Duke of Marlborough—

Masahiro Minai

The famous meeting between Alexander the Great and IMiogenes the
Cynic, which is reported to have taken place in 336 B. C., has stimu-
lated the imagination of many ancient writers. Cicero and Seneca as
well as Flutarch, Arrian, and Curtius, Alexander’s biographers, referred
to it in their works. Lucian, a Greek satirical writer, adopted the topic
in his The Dialogue of the Dead. Henry Fielding inherits the literary
tradition mainly from Lucian and made a Lucianic skstch based on the
meeting, His sketch is named A Dialogue Between Alexander the Greaf
and Diogenes the Cynic and In published Miscellanies in 1743.

The decided difference between his sketch and the ancient predeces-
sors’ lies in his presentation of the famous meeting. Fielding takes
care that the meeting may take place after Alexander’s anabasis and
emphasizes that Alexander’s empires results from the destruction and
mischief done by him; Fielding’s aim is to make it clear that Alex-
ander shares the same anti-heroic qualities as Jonathan Wild. Fielding
tries to prove their types of “greatness” are hoth false.

The following historical background must be remembered when we

discuss the reason why Fielding introduces into his work the conqueror
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wlo has been dead for about 2,000 years. From the late seventeenth
century to the early eighteenth, two great conguerors—Louis XIV in
France and Charles XII in Sweden—invaded the countries around
them; their appearance became a menace to the peace and security
of England and the continent. Contemprary moralists and political
writers, who began to be conscious of the fearful threat equally, made
the most popular historical personage the object of their condemnation.
Needless to say, Alexander the Great was the representative of those
criminal conquerors, because he was admired, applauded, and deified
by deluded multitudes solely for his extraordinary military successes, in
spite of the devastation he caused. The popular image of Alexander as
the epitome of ruthless and overriding ambition is reflected in the
phrase, “Alexander madman,” common to Boileau, Mandeviile, Pope
and Fielding.

It is, however, undeniable that Fielding gives his own color {o his
skeich when he attacks Alexander’s “false greatness.” Diogenes is
assigned the role of pointing cut that Alexander is a great man
deficient in “virtue.” In Fielding’s opinion—especially in 1743—"virtue”
means “good-nature.” Alexander is never gifted with the benevolent
and amiable temper which dispeses him to feel the misfortunes, and to
enjoy the happiness of others. In the preface of Miscellanies, Fielding
analyzes the ingredients of “greatness” and “goodness”; it is “parts”
and “courage” that are efficient qualities of “greatness,” while “henevo-
lence,” “honor, and “charity.” of “goodness.” Notwithstanding this
deepest analysis of Fielding's, the public at large confound the former
with the latter. They even feel as if “greatness” were always accom-

panied by “goodness.” Indeed, Alexander may be full of military parts
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and sufficiently brave to establish the greatest empire by arms, but he
cannot hecome a “fruly great man—the great and good man” because
he is not endowed with a good heart,

Fielding defines his own view of “true greatness” as “the Union of
zood Heart with good Head." DBut he is far from creating a character
who is the embodiment of his ideal. In most cases, he ends in enu-
merating names of real great men: Socrates, Brutus, Chesterfield, and
Lyttleton. It is very difficult for us to verify the validity of his theory.
Fielding, however, introduces into his poem OF True Greatness the Duke
of Marlborough as a great man in contrast to Alexander the Great.
The careful examinafion of his eulogies for Marlborough will reveal

that he is Fielding’s ideal person,



