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Day after day Boris and I went up and down Paris, drifting at
two miles an hour through the crowds, bored and hungry, and find-
ing nothing. One day, I remember, we crossed the Seine eleven times.

We loitered for hours outside service doorways, and When the ma-
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nager came out we would go up tohim ingratiatingly, cap in hand.
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I first became. aware of the unemployment problem in 1928. At
that time I had just come back from Burma, where unemployment
was only a word, and I had gone to Burma when I was still
aboy and the post-war boom was not quite over. When I first
saw unen?ployed men at close quarters,.the thing ‘tha‘t horrified
and amazed me was to find that many of them were ashamed of
being une‘mploye‘d Iwas very ignorant, but not so. 1gnorant as to
to 1mag1ne that when the loss of forelgn markets pushes two mil-
lion men out of work those two million are any more to blame

than the people who draf& blanks in the Ca]éutfsa Swegﬁ:p.‘1
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I happened to know, what very few people in England had been
allowed to know, that innocent men were being falsely accused.

If I had not been angry about that I should never have written

the book.’
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He was an embittered atheist (the scrt of atheist who does
not so much disbelieve in God as personally dislike Him), and
took a sort of pleasure in thinking‘ that human affairs would
nei(er improve. Sometimes, he said, x;vhen sleeping on the Em-
bankment, it had consoled him to look up at Mars or Jupiter and

think that there were probably Embankment sleepers there.’
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The question is, why does this slavery continue ? People have
a way of taking it for grantea.that all work is done for a sound
purpose. The‘y see sdrﬁebody else doing a disagreeable job, and
think that they have solved things by saying that the job
vIS necessary Coal-mining, for example, is hard work but it is
necessary- we must have coal. Working in the sewers is unpleasant,
but somebody must Wérk in *he sewers. And similarly with a
plongeur’s work. *Some people must feed in restaurants, and
so other people must swab dishes - for eighty hours a week.
If is the work of civilization, tlneref§1~é unquestionable. This

point is worth considering.”
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‘Flory ? Oh yes, he was a dark ‘chap, with a birthmark. He shot
himself in Kyauktada in 1926. Over a girl, people said. Bloody
fool.” Probably no one,. exce‘p‘t Elizabeth, was much surprised at
what had happened. There is a rather large number of suicides
among the Europeans: in Burma, aﬁd.they occasion very little

.2
surprise.
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No doubt hotels aﬁd restaurants must exist, but there is no
n,eed that they should enslave hundreds of people. What makes
the work in them is not the essentials; it is the shams that
are supposed to represent luxury. Smartness, as it is called,
means, in effect, rﬁerely that the staff work more and the cus-
tomers pay more;no one bénefits except the proprietor, who

will presently buy himself a striped villa at Deauville
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Orwell, by reason of the quality that permits us to say of
him that he was a virtuous man, is a figure in our lives. He is
not a geniUé, and this is one of the remarkable things about
him.l His not being a genius is an element of the quality that

makes him what I am calling him a figure.'®
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It is queer that a tribe of men, tens of thousands in number,

should be marching up and down England like so many Wandering
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. Jews. But théugh the case obviously wants considering, one can-
not even start to considér it until one has got rid of certain
prejudices. These prejudices are rooted in the idea that every

tramp, ipso facto, is 'a blackguard.’
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spoke French passably, and had read some of Zola’s novels, all
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With the particular terms and conditions of' the development

of wealth in Western societies, the risk arises of dividing so-

ciety into two groups, one of which —the strongest numerical-
ly — would be fundamentally condemned to passivity, and the
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other—the technocracy — would monopolize all decision-making.
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TWO LITERARY STANDPOINTS OF
" GEORGE ORWELL IN DOWN AND
OUT IN PARIS AND LONDON

Junji Miyasaki

It is worth considering some of Eric Arthur Blair’s experiences in the
critical period from 1929 through the 30°s which revealed the flaw of
imperialism and the inhumane influence of the great depression. He resigned
from his office in the Imperial Police in 1928. While he was earning his
living as a teacher, he went to Paris where he lived with poor people in a
doss house, and went exploring in the East End of London and lived with
tramps in the working districts. Down and Out in Paris and London, which
is a record of his outside and inside experiences, was the first book by
George Orwell published in 1933, ‘

A structural research has led to an intrinsic worth of this book, which
consists of two standpoints. One is an objective standpoint which is proper
to journals, and from it the writer observes and records what happens to
him and his surroundings. The other is a subjective one in which he feels
and thinks about s;;/hat happens as a creative writer. "The figure, ‘I’, who is
given the writer’s direct voice, has chosen the first one. The second one
can be found in Bozo"_s attitude towards life. Bozo is created by Orwell in
order to give an expression to the writer’s inner experiences. It is the

objective standpoint that enables the writer to recognize passivity in the
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consciousness of those laborers who are afraid of unemployment. In the
subjective standpoint. he denies ownership and property, laying emphasis
upon freedom and equality. But, on reflection, I am afraid that the stand-
points will contradict one another. The truth witnessed in Exodus shows
that it is wandéring péople that will be able to move forward for the
establishment of freedom and equality in the global society.

George Orwell comes up with certain economic measures for a stimu-
lation of employment and some educational schemes for the recovery of
humanity in the world of tramps, in those closing éhapters‘ As for this
kind of writer’s intervention, it is of political propensity rather than of
aesthetic quality. He was, however, remarkable in that he became penniless,
trying hard to disconnect himself from established society where most
people, he was aware, were equipped with a false consciousness. What

mattered was his attitude towards life represented as Bozo’s in this book.




