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Synopsis

How did Morris become a Socialist ?
Bin Miyai

The social life of William Morris is divided into two parts, each for
twenty years. The first half begins from 1856, when he graduated from
Exeter College, Oxford, until 1876, when he made up his mind to com-
mit himself to social problems for the first time. Whereas, the second
one, beginning from 1876, the year of the entry to the Eastern Question
Association, ends in 1896, the year of his death at Kelmscott. At the
head of this second half, there is a short period of seven years, during
which he tried to be a social reformer under the influence of Thomas
Carlyle and John Ruskin. The lessons given by these two conservative
reformers were very valuable for Morris, but, these have the fatal limi-
tations as plans for social reform. Reading through Karl Marx’s Das
Capital by the French translation with much diiﬁéulties, he gradually
became socialistic and tried to be a socialist. So this brief period of
seven years from 1876 till 1883 means to be a jumping-board for Morris
to be a socialist. In 1883 he became to be a member of Democratic
Federation (later, Social-Democratic Federation), and started the latter

part of his life as a socialist.



