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© William Morris’s Past Utopia
by Bin Miyai

William Morris tried to create his utopia in the future society in his
Newe from Nowhere (1880). Before writing this story of the idealized
society, he tried to show how the utopias would be constructed through
the serious endeavours by .the people. In A Dream of John Ball (1878)
he chose his idealized struggle of the people to get freedom from their
masters in the agricultural ‘society in the English Middle Ages. It was
the Peasant’s Revolt in Kent and Wessex in 1381 lead by Wat Tyler
and John Ball. = According to Morris’s way of thinking, the idealized
society would not be' established unless the bloody _revolution would
happen and the old system of the 'society would be destroyed completely.
So, in writing the Future Utopia in News from Nowhere, he had to show
the way how the ideal society would be constructed, choosing the concrete
time and space in the history of the English people. So, in a sense the
latter would be a Past Utopia, , But although this piece of work had been
misunderstood as the nostalgia of the romantic poet, nowaday we do not
think it to be the simple poetic short piece of work through Morris’s
mediaevalism. As we see in the later chapters of the work, the author
is keenly looking for the future ideal society from the stage of peasants’
bloody revolt in Kent near London. So we can say that A Dream
of John Ball and News from Nowhere are not separate stories but all

in one to create his utopia. .



