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Rev. Y. Masimino

School at lidamachi. Giving only one hour & week to the
different classes renders it quite impassible to accomplish
much. It is something to meet the girls and to try to give
them a helpful word outside of the English lesson, but
they are of necessity somewhat neglected. Although
Thursday afterncon is supposed to be my “at home” time,
the fact that at nearly one o’clock I am far from home and
near the car line, where it will be easy to do some of the
never ending errands, often tempts me to break the rule
of etiquette and be “‘away.”

Friday is a sort of eatching-up day. The left over
work from other days must be done, lessons must be pre-
pared, and hope is always entertained that on this day
there will be an opportunity to answer some of the long
neglected homeland letters.

Saturday brings the duties of housecleaning, extra
eallers, preparation for Sunday, and like the Saturday at
home, so many unexpected duties crowd in upon us, that
Saturday night finds much that is still unfinished work.

This in part isa program for a week at the Home.
Every morning there are hours assigned for Japanese
study and nearly every morning local correspondence
awaits me. Busy the days are from early morning till
nine o'clock, and much ought to be accomplished, but
work does not eount for so great results as at home and 1
am sometimes discouraged. Still this home is certainly
worth while. A peep into the home of one of the girls
who has been with us, her sweet motherly ways, her

‘broader views of life, her ability to meet the hard places,
prove that her Home training has made what is needed
more than anything else, not only in Japan, but in every
country, & good wife and mother.
- >
The Work in Summer at the Nagoya Church
The Rey. N. Nagona
As it may be interesting to our American friends to
know how we are spending our time during this summer
season, 1 will write out an account of our doings for the
past week.
We decided to hold special Sunday meetings for
women and children during the hot season. On the first

Sunday in August we: began a Bible class especially for

voung ladies. There were six ladies present, all teachers

“in the public schools, - They are very anxious to make the

i

The Universalist Leader

‘Bud
j'chair'pﬁudp;es;' I immediately called upon a friend to

1519

1most of the summer vacation for the purpose of learning
about Christianity. We assembled at eight o'clock rather
than ten, the usual hour, as the weather is so hot. Tex-
plained the first part of the fifth chapter of Matthew gm-
an hour. 1t is my intention to give them some coneeption
of the Sermon on the Mount during the summer vacation.
After that with {he assistance of an organist we had asoag
service, At that time three young men came in for the
regular morning Bible class and joined us in the song ser-
viee which continued until nearly lunch time.

In the evening in place of the regular meeting for
adults we had a meeting for children. As the meeting had
been advertised as usualat the gate of the ehurch, the
building was nearly filled with children by seven o'clock.
There was alsa a small sprinkling.of big sisters, mothers
and maids. 1 opened the meeting by reading from the
Bible and offering a shert prayer. After that we sang
hymn No. 280° (“*Awake my Soul, Stretch Every Nerve’')
which is very familiar to the children. ThenMr. Koizumi,
manager of the electriclight company, an earnest worker
in our church told them an interesting and instructive
story which pleased. them greatly, Following that two
ladies and 1 sang a trio. We are fortunate in having some
good friends among the members of the Congregational
church in this city. One of them, Mr. Nishi, was with us
on that evening and gave us another good story for the
children. Then after a good-bye song we went home.

Monday morning I spent reading with much interest
two Christian magazines, and a monthly collection of ethi-
eal lectures. After marking the important points of the
essays, I sent them to a lawyer who is seeking for normal
religious truth. In the afternoona visitor whom 1 had
met two or three times before, and whom I had found in
profound doubt in regard to the meaning of human life,
came from a nearby village. He is a young business man
and is much interested in Tolstoi’s teachings. After talk-
ing with him for about two hours regarding liberal
Christianity, 1gave him an article on Universalism writ-
ten by Rev. Mr. Mashino and invited the young men to
come again.

Early Tuesday morning 1 took several Christian books
to two members of the Pure Talk Society who were going
to the seashore for their vacation. In the evening I was
visited by Mr. Koidzumi, who talked with me concerning
the necessity of establishing a Christian organization for
young men in this city. He said that there had been re-
markable progress in material affairs in the city, but a
corresponding retrogression in spiritual matters. He said
that if a Christian denomination would build and equip a
house for work among young men that the mayor would
certainly give much practical aid to the enterprise. As
Mr. Koidzumi is an intimate friend of the mayor, we wish
that we could have now 10,000 yen for such a building.

I spent of Wednesday in writing an essay on the sub-
jeet “Traditional Christianity and the Duty of Liberal
Christinns.” 1 tried to show how so-called Historical or
Traditional Christianity is losing its influence over the
educated people, and at the same time to show how
ﬁger]y they are seeking after a religion of reason and
ife.

Thursday was a very hot day. [ invited the Sunday
school children to play at the pond in the church garden
and before they went home taught them a new song, In
the evening T attended a tea-party at rooms of the Chris-
tian Friends Society. We discussed plans for a charity
meeting to be held this autumn for the benefit of the
‘Okayama Orphanage.

v Fr_iday morning the paper announced that a group of
about to start a daily paper advocating

Rev. Y. Mashino
The Universalist Leader, November 27, 1909 wvol. XII, No.48, p.15, [1519]
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