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ABSTRACT

Asian Settler Colonialism and Wildlife of Hawai'i:
The Categorization of Alien Animals as “Local Species”
among Hunters

Eri Kato

Hawai'l is a settler society where the Native population continues to
struggle with U.S. colonialism. At the end of the 20th century, Asian residents
were criticized for their claim to a “local” identity as it masks their contribution
to the creation of the colonial system in Hawai'l. Since then, scholars have re-
examined the history of Asians using the Asian Settler Colonialism theory. In
previous studies, attention has been given to Asians who moved into positions
of power at the center of areas like government, the judicial system and
industry. This paper explores the practice of Asian Settler Colonialism
involving Asian residents who are not necessarily considered to be at the
center of politics or business. Instead, it focuses on the people at the center of
some of the smaller communities in more rural parts of Hawail. Specifically, I
focus on Asians who identify as local hunters. The aim is to understand how
Asian settlers construct their own narrative in relation to nature to claim their
place in Hawai'i.

First, this paper reviews the controversy between hunters and
conservationists over the management of wildlife. Among these two groups,
there is disagreement over which animals “originate in” Hawai‘i. Considered
one of earth's biodiversity hotspots, Hawai'i is struggling with non-native
species who are rapidly threatening the survival of native species. This has led
many scientists from the mainland U.S. to Hawai‘i, and they have been
influential in environmental management. For them, game species should be
eradicated as they represent invasive species. However, hunters object to the
notion of eradicating certain wildlife. For Native Hawaiians, their ancestors
arrived with some of these animals, and to categorize the creatures as “alien”
contradicts the cultural understanding the Native Hawaiians have of

themselves. For Asians, the animals were there before they reached Hawai'l
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Considering the animals as “alien” that came before Asians would emphasize
their own foreignness. Moreover, the people I spoke to who come from
generations of hunters see animals as a blessing from the land. Therefore,
eradicating the animals is seen, among hunters, as a new form of U.S.
colonialism. To Asian hunters, protecting local animals means protecting the
culture together with Native Hawaiians. As a result, local hunters object to the
categorization of “native” and “alien” species and refer to each hunted species
as “local animals.”

While hunters’ objection to calling something “alien” symbolizes the fight
against U.S. colonialism, calling non-native species “local animals” normalizes a
narrative that denies the distinct status of the Native population. The term
“local” is used to equate Natives to other immigrants which led to an erasing of
indigenous rights. Therefore, while Asians reject the scientific categorization of
animals as a way to fight U.S. colonialism, they also use it to hide their settler
status in Hawai'l. Through examining Asian local hunters’ view on nature, this
paper aims to map out how Asians locals use their own categorization of

animals to claim their place in Hawai'l






