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Science Parks and an Innovation Cluster Turning Polluted
Factory Towns into Research & Development Base Towns:

The Case of Kawasaki Industrial Cluster

Masayo Fujimoto and Mitsuharu Miyamoto

Once a polluted, factory town, Kawasaki in Japan is now evolving into a research and
development (R&D) base town. Consequently, Kawasaki, once dominated by factory workers,
now has the highest proportion of technical workers engaged in R&D of any major city in Japan.
This case study of Kawasaki demonstrates that it succeeded in changing its industrial structure
not only through temporary government subsidies but also through the municipality’s own
persistent investment of public funds. We surveyed that three science parks—Mizoguchi SP,
Shin-Kawasaki SP, and Tonomachi SP—were developed in Kawasaki to form a regional
innovation cluster, and examined urban industrial policy, the training of local government
officials in industrial fields, and the trajectory of changes in management policy.

Key words: Regional innovation cluster, Science park, Urban industrial policy, Local
government career development





