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Why Did They Keep Wearing Traditional Korean-style Uniforms?:

On the Resistance of Female Students in Korean Schools in Japan

Yeokyung Kim

The female students in Korean ethnic schools (Choson hakkyo) in Japan started to wear
Korean-style uniforms, which were in fact traditional Korean clothes, beginning in the 1960 s.
However, around 1990, the hate crimes against those wearing Korean-style uniforms during com-
muting began to increase rapidly. Eventually, Korean students adopted Western-style uniforms
for commuting and changed into Korean-style uniforms at school.

These students have a specific Korean uniform culture, having kept wearing these uniforms
despite the possibility of attacks. As such, Korean-style uniforms became a nonverbal means of
their agency against the matrix of domination. The school was one factor in deciding whether
women could wear traditional Korean clothes as school uniform as an ethnic symbol; another
factor was racism, as some people who saw the uniforms as markers of Korean ethnicity at-
tacked the wearers, driven by their North-Korea-Phobia.

This article discusses sense-making by students considering their use of Korean-style uni-
forms and labeling by the Japanese society by taking into consideration the hate crimes against
female students. As examples of such encounters, I consider the art of living originating from
the resistance of female students at a Korean ethnic school in Kyoto by continuing to wear
Korean-style uniforms in 1988 in direct opposition to the school’s decision to ban such attire to
protect students from racism.

Key words: Korean women in Japan, Korean ethnic school, Traditional clothes, Sense making,
Intersectionality








