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The Second Campaign for Defending Constitutionalism
Expanded Avenues for Participation in Politics by the People:

The Final Battle of SEKI Wachi

Yoshinori Kawasaki

This article clarifies the political activities of members of the House of Representatives for
the Second Campaign for Defending Constitutionalism in 1924, using politician SEKI Wachi as
an example. In 1923, when the second YAMAMOTO Gonbei cabinet was established, SEKI
Wachi opposed it on the grounds of a non-parliamentary cabinet, even though the policies were
similar. Conversely, he favored the merger of the opposition parties to produce a prime minister
from the majority party supported by the people. Although the new party was not formed, the
Toranomon Incident led to the resignation of the YAMAMOTO cabinet, then the Constitutional
Association (Kenseikai), the Association of Friends of the Constitutional Government (Seiyukai),
and the Reform Club (Kakushin Club) joined together to oppose the incoming government of
KIYOURA Keigo. Again, even though the policies were similar, the reason for opposition was
that it was a non-parliamentary cabinet. Thus, SEKI Wachi consistently opposed a non-
parliamentary cabinet and adhered to a system in which the government was run by a majority
party elected by the people.

Key words: Three Pro-constitution Factions, KATO Takaaki, Parliamentary secretary
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