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LY IEMER AR OHIRDPHEAET A LH12% 0 F L, KREIZBW
TIZOHIRIE, XRIRHA S #E 2 (General Council of
Congregational Churches) &IHEN LML L THEELTWFEL
720 BRIRIE, FREHFICBW TS OPBRTVWD L) e#s
O EET—VETVE LE Lz, RS VYL AAS
HEOL I, HEOLEIIOWTHLE ) ZODREOHTL
72D, HRREMEGETAHEE L THEELZOTIES Y TH A
1930 £, SRIRAESHRITFHES L. 7V AF v v #4% (Christian
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Family Tree of Congregational Types of Churches

I New Testament Models of Congregations

|_1  —

Churches outside the Roman Empire
| Early Monastic Communities | P

16 Century Centers of

Radical/Anabaptist Reformations
Hungary: Refuge for Unitarians and The Netherlands: Refuge for many | Non-Conformists in Great Britain:
Anabaptists religious refugee: Puritans, Baptists, Quakers

\

British Colonies in America and British |

churches of the congregational type

Puritans: Separatists and Non-
Separatists in New England ¥
l Baptists in Rhode istand l Quakers in Pennsylvania
—

A=

Congregational, Baptist,

e i s 4 Global dissemination of congregational 20%Certury ndependert
Umtan?n, gua .er, Christian polity through ABCFM and LMS sisbmthon it wi .
denominations in the U. S>
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Congregationalism, the UCC
— US and Social Justice Work

Randi Walker
Professor Emerita

Pacific School of Religion

Definitions of congregational/congregationalism
and Congregational Churches

« Definition of congregational as a type of church polity
* Image of the early churches in New Testament times
* Radical/Anabaptist Reformation understanding of the congregation as the
church
« Definition of congregationalism or congregational churches
* Denominations with congregational polities
* Baptist churches, Quaker Church or Society of Friends, Unitarian Universalist
churches
« Definition of the Congregational Churches as distinct denominations
* The General Council of Congregational Churches
* Fragmentation of the Congregational Churches in the middle 20t century
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Congregationalism in
the US context

The importance of Puritan/congregational
churches in the national mythology of the
United States

Mayflower Compact and self governance -

Constitution and Independence

The Pilgrim’s Thanksgiving Story (Myth and

Reality)

Government as a creation of the people
Congregationalism and American sense of
identity

Independence

Individualism

Local determination
Congregational Churches as American
Churches

Congregational Churches Related to the UCC-
us

* The Three congregational denominations within the UCC —US united
in the 1930s as the General Council of Congregational Christian
Churches

* The General Council of Congregational Churches
* The General Christian Convention
* The Afro-Christian Convention

* UCC -US formed in 1957 with union of the Evangelical and Reformed
Church and the Congregational Christian Churches
* Evangelical and Reformed denomination had a presbyterian polity — local
churches were not independent. The General Synod decided on the union.
* The Congregational Christian Churches decided congregation by congregation
whether to join the union.
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A Brief History of the UCC

With attention to ecclesiology

* The Four kinds of Churches forming the UCC
* The Evangelical and Reformed Church
* Lutheran part
* The Reformed part
* The Congregational Christian Churches
* The Puritan and Separatist Puritan /Congregational part
¢ The Christian Connection Churches
* The Afro-Christian Connection
* The formation of the UCCin 1957
* Evangelical and Reformed Church formed in the 1930s
+ Congregational Christian Churches formed in the 1930s
* Conversation toward union between them began in the 1940s.
* Later ecumenical additions
+ After 1957, some Pentecostal, Baptist, and independent congregations have joined the UCC.

* An Ambiguous Ecclesiology - Trying to bring the whole Reformation together in 1957

Effect of Congregational Churches on the
Ecclesiology of the UCC-US

« Constitutional guarantee of local church autonomy

* Political nature of this guarantee

* UCC-US holds its churches lightly

* The informal power of Congregational Conference Superintendents
* Ecclesiology of Covenant

* Relationship of Covenant to constitution

* Voluntary Spiritual discipline

* Growth and Development of covenant and autonomy in the UCC-US
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How congregational polity affects social
justice work in the church

* Local actions are stronger
* They can be taken more quickly
* They rely on local knowledge
* They can be modified as situations develop

* Denominational or Ecumenical actions allow the denomination to
participate in social justice work where not all congregations agree

* Because the denomination does not need the agreement of all congregations
it can work ecumenically while congregations may dissent

» But the Denomination cannot speak for the congregations — it can only speak
to them in a pastoral way

* The UCC-US position on any issue is not the position of all of the
congregations and they may not support it

What the UCC-US has
been doing about
Human Rights and the
Environment

Human Rights Work
Race Relations
Workers Rights
Women's Rights
LGBTQ Rights
Rights of People with Disabilities

Environmental Work
Public Health work in areas of Urban Poverty
~ Institutional Churches
1987 Toxic Waste and Race Report
Concern for water rights and water quality in
urban areas and Indigenous Lands
Global Warming and the global fossil fuel
based economy
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Bl b | |Ogra p hy For further information about Congregationalism in the US

* John von Rohr, The Shaping of American Congregationalism
1620-1957 (Cleveland, OH: The United Church Press, 2009).

* Williston Walker, The Creeds and Platforms of
Congregationalism (New York: Scribner, 1893) with many
reprints, most recently by Pilgrim Press in 1991.

¢ A. Knighton Stanley, The Children is Crying:
Congregationalism among Black People (£|7\Iew York: Pilgrim
Press, 1978).

* Theodore Trost, Douglas Horton and the Ecumenical Impulse
in American Religion (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University
Press, 2002).

Bl b | |Ogra p hy the UCC US, and UCC Human Rights and Environmental work

+ David D;gn)et. al., A History of the Evangelical and Reformed Church (Philadelphia: Christian Education
Press, 1961).

* Hanns Peter Keilini, Die Entstehung der “United Church of Christ (USA): fallstudie einer Kirchenunion unter
Berticksichtigung des Problems der Ortsgemeinde (Berlin: Lettner-Verlag, 1969).

+ Barbara Brown Zikmund, Ed. The Living Theological Heritage of the United Church of Christ 7 volumes.
(Cleveland: Pilgrim Press, 1995-2005) Documentation of UCC engagement with human rights and
environmental issues appears in most of these volumes, but especially volumes 5 and 7.

 Randi Walker, The Evolution of a UCC Style: Essays in the History, Ecclesiology, and Culture of the United
Church of Christ (Cleveland: The United Church Press, 2005).

* Reinhard Groscurth, “Conversion and Identity: The United Churches: Origins, Progress, Relationships,”
Ecumenical Review (October 1995) pp. 440-450.

UCC Justice and Witness Ministries, “A Movement is Born: Environmental Justice and the UCC,”

Last accessed
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Information about UCC US Human Rights work.
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