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A Study on Conceptual, Policy and
Operational Issues of Deinstitutionalization
in the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities

Ryo Suzuki

The purpose of this paper is to clarify 1) the concept of deinstitutionalization, 2) deinstitu-
tionalization policy, and 3) policy operational issues in the Convention on the Rights of Persons
with Disabilities through the analysis of Article 19, General Comment No. 5, outline and draft of
deinstitutionalization guidelines, and Concluding observations on the initial report.

The results showed that 1)the concept of deinstitutionalization aims for autonomy and inclu-
sion in the community, including non-collective congregated settings, 2) there are perspectives of
discrimination against persons with disabilities, participation of organizations concerned, formula-
tion of deinstitutionalization plans, involvement of third-party organizations, intersectional ap-
proaches, decision-making support mechanisms, support for individuals and families, and estab-
lishment of personal assistance options, etc. and 3) there is the issue of defining what the con-
gregated settings are and the choice of keeping living in the institution.

Key words: Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, General Comment No.5,
Deinstitutionalization Guidelines, Concluding observations of the initial report,
Deinstitutionalization Policy





