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Current Situation of Politics and Religions in U.S.A.
Introduction

Ada Taggar Cohen

In this issue we have assembled three contributions under the title “Current
Situation of Politics and Religions in U.S.A.,” the result of a program initiated by two
CISMOR research fellows: Prof. Hisae Nakanishi (Graduate School of Global Studies at
Doshisha University, researcher of contemporary Middle East politics) and Dr. Anri
Ishiguro (JSPS researcher at The University of Kitakyushu whose main interest is in the
religion of American Jews as part of the religious amalgam of contemporary American
society). To a paper based on a public lecture by Prof. Satoru Nakamura (Graduate School
of International Studies at Kobe University) we joined a workshop paper by Prof. Saho
Matsumoto (College of International Relations, Nihon University) in order to offer a view
on the political and religious situation in the U.S.A. before and after the critical elections
of November 2020, which resulted with the loss of the White House by the Republican
Party.

The two papers by the guest scholars were delivered by Prof. Nakamura on October
31%, 2020 and by Prof. Matsumoto on March 21%, 2021. For this issue these two lectures
have been extended into articles, and in addition, an article by Dr. Ishiguro was included
to widen the scope on the religious and political scene in the U.S.A. today.

The public lecture delivered by Prof. Nakamura is entitled in its article form: “Aim
of U.S. Foreign Policy for Arab-Israel Normalization: Decoupling from China and the 21st
Century War Model.” The article includes an important view of the success of the U.S.A.’s
global strategy by the “normalization of relations” between Israel and the United Arab
Emirates (UAE) under the Trump administration. Israel is one of the world’s most
technologically advanced countries, and the Middle Eastern states hold the world’s largest
oil reserves and thus enormous financial power, therefore a shift in hegemony might
happen if the U.S.A. does not act in order to prevent China from interfering economically

in the region. China has actually been trying to tie economic relations with Middle Eastern
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countries including Israel since 2017. The creation of the alliance between the Arab states
and Israel is still in its infancy as I am writing this introduction, and the future of these
relations may depend on the U.S.A., Iran and Russia’s political and economic relations.

The framework of the workshop offered a lecture by Prof. Matsumoto entitled as
in the article: “The Formation of U.S. Catholic Conservative Voters.” While offering a
resume of the background of Catholicism in the U.S.A. over the last hundred years and
more, the article describes in detail the status of Catholics in current U.S.A. politics. In
the recent elections of 2020, the strong division between “traditional” Catholics — mostly
supporting Trump — and “reformist” Catholics — supporting Biden, was crucial to the
results of the elections. By presenting accurate figures regarding the last elections, Prof.
Matsumoto concludes with the statement that the “Catholic vote and the presence of
Catholic conservatives will continue to have a major impact on American politics and
electoral campaigns in the future.”

The third paper included in this feature section is by Dr. Ishiguro and places the
third monotheistic religion in this “political and religious” context, i.e., the one relating to
American Jews and is entitled: “American Judaism Today: Polarization of Affiliation to
Political Parties in the United States and Diverse Views on the State of Israel.” During the
regime of Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, the attitude of American Jews toward
Israeli politics regarding the Palestinians started shifting and some of this movement was
reflected in the recent U.S.A. elections. Ishiguro’s paper offers a background to the Zionist
and non-Zionist aspirations of Jews, specifically relating to the Reform Movement among
the different religious and non-religious groups of Jews in the U.S.A.. After presenting
detailed changes in the current tendencies of American Jews in regard to political stances,
Dr. Ishiguro concludes by saying that there are many different ways of dealing with the
State of Israel today, in the U.S.A.. With the exception of a few Orthodox groups, Jews in
the United States, regardless of their religious affiliation, share a critical view of the
current Israeli government's settlement activities in the West Bank. Israeli actions towards
the Palestinians’ rights became more critical in the considerations of young Jews during
the November elections of 2020.

The three papers offered in this issue of JISMOR 17 will hopefully set up for the
readers the background and the future to the understanding of the politico-religious

situation in America of 2021-22 and beyond.

Kyoto, January 15, 2022
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