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Literary Effect of the Ark Narrative
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Abstract:

The narrative contained in Samuel, called “The Ark Narrative,” has been considered
by many scholars, since Leonhard Rost in 1926, to be an independent tradition that goes
back to the ancient layers of the text. When the Deuteronomists finally got their hands on
the book of Samuel, the ark narrative embedded in it offered a variety of reading
possibilities that it could not have had on its own. These include the position of the
prophet Samuel and the prediction of the future kingship of Israel, which are not directly
mentioned in The Ark Narrative. The purpose of this paper is to discuss these possible
interpretations from the perspective that they were brought about by the final editors'
reinterpretation of the text.
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