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Role of the Constitutional Association (Kenseikai) Executives :
SEKI Wachi’s Media Performance for the Masses

Yoshinori Kawasaki

This paper clarifies the political activities of the Constitutional Association (Kenseikai) Ex-
ecutives from 1921 to 1923 from the perspective of media performance, using the example of
SEKI Wachi, a politician. First, he upset the House of Representatives by criticising the ruling
Seiyukai as a disgraceful majority. Second, he insinuated the government’s mistake in the proc-
ess of the Japan-China postal agreement. Furthermore, he charged the injustice of the Navy Min-
ister about dishonest acts in the process of building the warship Amagi. Finally, he called for a
no-confidence vote on the Cabinet. Consequently, his political activities were widely reported by
the mass media. It seems to be a cool tactic as a performance ahead of universal suffrage.

Key words : Constitutional Association, Media performance, Special Legislative Council





