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The Origin of Moving Advertisements :
From Advertisement Illusions to Tie-up Advertisements :
Advertising with Film from the Meiji Era to the Prewar Showa Era

Yukie Takeuchi

The purpose of this paper is to clarify the actual situation of “advertising with film” in Japan
from the Meiji era up to 1938 and to examine the social perception of “advertising with film” at
that time and its connection to later advertising.

The first “film advertisement” was the phantom light advertisement. Later, in 1909, the first
moving advertisement was shown in a free event at a special venue and played a role in raising
funds for the event. This was a program in which some of the good performances were adver-
tisements, because audiences were not yet accustomed to watching advertisements. These were
similar in nature to postwar public relations advertisements and were difficult to distinguish from
regular programs.

Around 1930, movie theaters began airing “tie-up advertising” films that featured products in
paid programs. However, this practice was not welcomed by audiences and did not last long.
People in the film industry enthusiastically discussed advertising films. In the 1930s, short ex-
perimental motion picture advertisements were also produced. The Film Act of 1939 created a
new classification of films called “cultural films.” Earlier “advertising with film” were catego-
rized under “cultural films.”

Key words : Advertising with film, Free event, Tie-up advertising, Short experimental motion
picture advertisements, Meiji Era to Prewar Showa Era





