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Analysis of Corporeality of Star Singer MORITAKA Chisato
from the Perspectives of Social Systems Theory and Media Theory

Takashi Ito

This study aims to clarify the relationship between the changing meaning shared by the public
and mass culture through the analysis of the meaning attached to the corporeality of star singer
MORITAKA Chisato, who was described by such words as “doll” and “android,” associating her
with the image of a non-human being. The case is analyzed based on social systems theory and
media theory. MORITAKA performed as if she were a copy of the images of an idol singer
shared by the public. Hence, she was interpreted as a parody of an idol star. The “copies” repre-
sented in the media are experienced by the audience as “original” in a world in which the media
technology highly developed and a star singer, as a human-being, is a copy of media representa-
tions. Her performance can be interpreted from the perspectives of social systems theory as an
expression of such a perverted situation based on the observation by the social system that cre-
ated it. Such words as “doll” and “android,” which are frequently used to describe MORITAKA,
suggested that the audience experienced her media representation as that of a person with texture
and she acquired “corporeality in the media.” The social system which consumed her perform-
ance monitored how it was observed by the social systems which created and commercialized
her and discovered that her performance was an expression of reality in a world in which media
technology highly developed. The analysis of the corporeality acquired by MORITAKA in the
media showed that creativity in mass culture stems from the complex overlap and mutual obser-
vation of the different social systems that create, commercialize, and consume the products in
mass culture.

Key words : Social systems theory, Media theory, Corporeality, Mass culture, MORTAKA Chi-
sato
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