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A Study on Life Support for Elderly People with Dementia in Unit Care :

Focusing on Issues in Small-Scale Care

Yui Kuroda

The purpose of this study was to examine the way of life support for the elderly with de-
mentia regarding the expansion of social relationships in unit care, taking into account the in-
creasing severity of the nursing care level of users in care homes for the elderly and the issues of
unit care brought about by small-scale care. In dementia care, it is important to respect the indi-
viduality of the users and to focus on life and relationship building. However, because unit care
is characterized by small-scale care, social relationships are limited, and there are limited places
and opportunities to demonstrate various selves and individuality. In order to develop support for
the construction and expansion of social relationships in unit care, it is important to aim for life
support that focuses on the power of a field where multi-layered relationships with diverse peo-
ple and things are fostered.

Key words : Unit care, Dementia care, Small-scale care, Social relationship, The power of a
field





