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May’s Brexit
Trilemma

Option A: Break promise to DUP. Border in Irish Sea. Irish reunification in long run.

Option B: Break promise to Ireland/EU. Violate Good Friday Agreement w/ border on ireland. ireland
vetoes Withdrawal Agreement, ciff edge Brexit disaster.
mcmwmumwuhmmmmm Tory Brexiteers revolt. May ousted.
Option D: Totally i ble. Magical Thinki i

Source: R. Daniel Kelemen, Rutgers University
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Abstract
Northern Ireland and Brexit:
The Future of the Peace Process and the Union

Haeyoung Yoon

This paper will attempt to explore the view from Northern Ireland during
the Brexit turmoil, explaining the issue of the Irish border, fear and anxiety
among the unionist/protestant community, and the changing political attitudes
and identity of the people of Northern Ireland.

Northern Ireland has always been ‘a place apart’ in terms of the history and
politics of British mainland. This led to the so-called ‘Brexit’s Trilemma’
which made the UK-EU negotiations highly incompatible with a ‘hard border’
between Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland. Everyday life in the
borderlands would be most affected by Brexit, though the voices of people
from this region were often unheard.

The Protocol on Ireland/Northern Ireland was the final ‘resolution’ to avoid
disrupting the Good Friday/Belfast Agreement. This instead caused great
discontent within the unionist/protestant community. A series of riots in early
April 2021 should not be seen as part of an anti-protocol protest, but rather as
a complex of social deprivation in certain loyalist areas and the frustration
caused by Covid-19 restrictions. In relation to these, the lack of unionist
leadership is crucial.

While the possibility of Irish Unification has been widely discussed,
according to the latest NILT survey the majority of people in Northern Ireland
would currently support maintaining the Union with Britain. It is particularly
interesting to see that their responses to national identities (British, Irish or
both) splits into five options evenly, and that 42 % identified neither as

unionist nor as nationalist. This sense of belonging will inevitably affect the
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debate on self-determination, and the future possibility of Irish Unification

referendums requires thorough discussion and preparation.

Keywords: Brexit, Northern Ireland, Unionism, identity, Irish Unification



