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This article is the second installment of a series which introduce primary
sources on the history of the free cessation (Jiyu Haigyo) movement in Saburo
Ozawa's Collection in the Institute for Humanities and Social Sciences, Doshisha
University. In this article, I introduce historical materials of Kin Okuma’s court
cases, which were the most important trials on the duty of settlement of debts
of licensed prostitutes, and I explain about social background and significance of
these trials. I make it clear how Okuma and her supporters tried to present the
system of licensed prostitution was virtual slavery which was maintained by unjust

exploitation by brothel owners.
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