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Foreign Missions Conference in North America and Resettlement and
Integration of Japanese American during World War II: Connecting the
History of Japanese Protestants in the United States with the History of
Postwar Japanese Protestants
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How is the history of American Protestant missionaries who worked among
Japanese American during WW II connected to their postwar missionary work in
Japan? This paper examines their anti-racial practice through a case study of how
they supported the resettlement and integration activities of Japanese American
through the Foreign Missions Conference in North America (FMC), and considers
the how the FMC'’s experience affected their postwar missionary work in Japan.
First, this paper summarizes racist attitudes that can be observed among FMS

members, then outlines the actual process and activities of the Resettlement
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Committee of Japanese Americans (RCJA) that FMC supported, examines the
significance of the integration policy promoted by the Committee, and finally
summarizes what issues presented challenges for their postwar missionary work in
Japan. This paper proves the followings: First, FMC understood racism as racially
oriented division, structural (political and economic) exploitation, deprivation of
human rights, and subjectivity on the basis of white supremacist ideology. While
anti-racial in practice, RCJA narrowly focused on racial integration as the solution
to anti-Japanese racism. Second, although the realization of democracy in American
society was the original purpose of the resettlement and integration policy, the top-
down operation by American Protestants dominated these activities. Third, Toru
Matsumoto’s book Bevond Prejudice provides an important clue to the practice of
anti-racism by U.S. Protestants, while at the same time raising issues that American

Protestant missionary work in Japan should overcome.
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