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1. “An Atlas of United States of North America” D%
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“I was born in a house of a prince [ltakura] in Yedo. My father was writing-
master of the prince’s house and his writer, and my grandfather was an offi-
cer of whole, the prince’s servant. I began to leam Japan, and China too,
from six years age, but at eleven years age my mind had changed quite to
leam sword-exercise and riding horse. At sixteen years age my desire was
deepened to leam China and cast away sword-exercise and other things. But
my prince picked me up to write his daily book, although it would not have
been my desire. I was obliged to go up his office one another day, and I
must teach small boys and girls too, instead my father at home. Therefore I
could not get in China school 10 leam China, but 1 read every night at home.
A day my comrade lent me an atlas of Unifed States of North America,

which was written with China letter by some American minister, I read it

many times, and I was wondered so much as my brain would melted out

from my head, picking out President, Building, Free School, Poor House,

House of Correction, and machine-working, etc. And I thought that a gover-

nor of out country must be as President of the United States. And I mur-

mured myself that, O Govemnor of Japan! why you keep down us as a dog or

pig? We are people of Japan, If you govern us you must love us as your chil-




dren. From that time I wished to Leam American knowledge, but alas, I

could not get any teacher to learn it. Although I would not like to [earn Hol-

land, T was obliged to learn it because many of my countrymen understood to

read it. Every one another day I went to my master’s house to learn it.”¥
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20 - "Brief Narrative of My Younger day ([FADFFERD" T "a histori-
cal geography of the United States written by the Rev. Dr. Bridgman of the North
China (AL EHREROBERMCTHD 70 v ¥ Y MLHPPE L ERED
FESHBE)" S EFHEL Tnd,

T, FEOFEHEE TH S Arhur Sherburne Hardy 1d. Z DF(Z-DW
T “a History of the United States written by Dr. Bridgman, of Shanghai, in
China. After Dr. Bridgman’s death, his widow visited Dr. Brown, in Yokohama,
and left with him a few copies of her husband’s history, which were distributed
by the Dr. Brown. It was doubtless one of these copies which fell into Neesima’s
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