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On the “Complete Works of Niijima Jo”

John W. Hall

Like other first generation leaders of the early Meij
era in Japan, Niijima Jo was a man of great courage,
energy, and sense of mission — a shishi in the true sense
of the word. He was also a man of many parts, an actor
on many different stages. So diverse were the varied
aspects of his life and personality that it has been hard
for those who came after him to grasp the totality of
this remarkable person. Understandably those who would
do so have tended to rely on legends or symbolic anecdotes
to define the separate “Niijimas” that make up the com-
posite reality.

There is first of all the youthful Niijima who risked
his life to escape from Japan that had closed its doors
to the outside world, a young man whose thirst for knowledge
of Western civilization and Christianity was so intense
that we are persuaded that his fortuitous encounter with
the “Wild Rover”and his“adoption”by the ship’s owners,
the Hardys, was not accidental but rather the working
out of a personal destiny. There is the Niijima of Phillips
Academy, Amherst College, and Andover Theological
Seminary where he prepared himself for the Christian
ministry — a chapter in his life climaxed by his dramatic
stand at Rutland where he demanded, and received, financial
support to found a Christian college in his native Japan.
There is the Niijima of the early years of The Doashisha




when it took all of his indomitable spirit to keep his
band of Christian students together and to win the approval
of the Kyoto government for the establishment of his school.
There is the national and international Niijima of his
late years devoted to fund-raising and institution building
directed toward the transformation of The Doshisha into
a university. One could project many other images before
the full composite would be complete.

There have been a number of efforts to record
Niijima’s life and to gather together his writings. But
these efforts have been partial, often covering only one
image of the totality, and many of these are by now
clearly dated. For instance, in English there is the Life
and Letters of Joseph Hardy Neesima written by Arthur
Sherburne Hardy, published in 1891. This is a lively
account put together by the son of Alpheus Hardy and
himself a novelist of some experience. Being a work of
tribute to both Alpheus Hardy and to Niijima, and being
totally unannotated, one must accept the authority of
the passages quoted from letters and diaries on faith.

More recent compilations and studies by scholars
like Otis Cary are more carefully researched, as is the
recently published four-volume Doshisha Hyakunenshi.
This has set the stage for the compilation of a definitive
“collected works” under the editorship of Professor Sugii
and others. This massive undertaking to be published in
ten volumes, proposes to take an entirely fresh look at
the Niijima materials : his diaries, letters, speeches,
and writings. It is the kind of dedicated editorial effort
that Niijima has long deserved, one that will bring to

life the real Niijima in all his many guises. It is a project ©
for which one has the highest expectations, calling forth
the deepest expression of gratitude for those who have
the responsibility for bringing it to fruition.
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