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Ms. Aiko Kanda has written an impressive doctoral dissertation, focusing on the celebrated
12t century philosophical book 7he Guide of the Perplexedby the Jewish philosopher Moshe
ben Maimon, known as Maimonides. In it she demonstrated both wide knowledge of Medieval
Jewish and Moslem philosophy, and original approach to this well-studied text. This work is
the first in the Japanese language that treats in detail the work of Maimonides’ book.

In the first chapters of her dissertation Ms. Kanda gives detailed background information
on several issues pertaining to her dissertation, including the history of Medieval Jewish
philosophy, it’s interactions with Moslem philosophy and through it with ancient Greek
philosophy (Aristotelian, Platonian and Neo-Platonian), as well as a description of the life and
work of Maimonides. She then elaborates on the history of his major philosophical work, and
its many translations from Medieval to modern times.

In her dissertation Ms. Kanda did not limit herself to 7he Guide of the Perplexed alone, but
also utilized other philosophical, ethical and legal compositions by Maimonides. She also
related to and engaged with the work of several scholars who interpreted Maimonides’ difficult
book over the ages. It is often said that Maimonides wrote for us The Guide of the Perplexed,
leaving us perplexed and looking for a guide who will explain it to us. It is indeed a very
difficult work, written esoterically in purpose, so only a few greatly learned people could
understand it. Ms. Kanda showed ability in tackling this book, demonstrating linguistic ability
in both Arabic and Hebrew. Among other things, she examined Maimonides” way of biblical
exegetics, his concept of language and grammar, his use of Rabbinical sources, and his
criticism of Christian and Moslem theologies.

The core of the work is a close examining of several chapters from 7he Guide of the
Perplexed, while putting them in context of contemporary philosophy and theology of the
Medieval world. Ms. Kanda examined major issue in the Guzde such as the “Attributes of God,”
“Human Free Will,” and the “Path to God.” She had focused, on the one hand, on Maimonides’
strict concept of God, and on the other hand, on the implications that this concept has on the
ideal human way of life. She has thus combined metaphysics with ethics, showing that
Maimonides argues that the two spheres can be combined through the true knowledge of God,



leading to individual perfection.
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In April 2009 Ms. Aiko Kanda entered the second term course at Doshisha University Graduate School of
Theology, and as she received research guidance, and met the prescribed requirements, she submitted the
thesis on March 2021. On Tuesday, 6th July 2021, for two hours from 15:30 to 17:30, the Dissertation
Committee of the Graduate School conducted a comprehensive examination and has been satisfied with the
knowledge shown by Ms. Kanda in regard to the theme of “The Path to God in Maimonides: Reflections on the
correlation between knowing and understanding God and the human way of life.”

Ms. Kanda has demonstrated a close familiarity and fluency of the text of Maimonides, and her abilities of
other languages in reading research literature, such as English, German, Hebrew, Arabic, Greek and Latin
were confirmed. Therefore, we conclude that the result of the comprehensive examination is successfully
passed.
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