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Why is Targeted Provision Absent from the Act
on Welfare of Mentally Retarded Persons? :

Based on Reference to Targeted Provision in the Enactment Process

Shunsuke Hirono

The question of this paper is why there is no targeted provision in the Act on Welfare of
Mentally Retarded Persons. Conventional commentaries typically attribute this to the low reli-
ability of intelligence tests. However, I consider another reason to be the fact that identifying
someone as a Intellectual disabled child or person is, itself, not possible without a certain degree
of trust in intelligence tests. This paper examines the process of the enactment of the Act on
Welfare of Mentally Retarded Persons and concludes that although the estimated number of
mentally retarded people is exceptionally large, the social resources provided for them are ex-
tremely meager, which is a factor that led to the enactment of the law without targeted provision.
Finally, I evaluated the series of legislation processes from the perspective of a social model. It
showed that medicine and psychology were not used for objective indicators, but were mobilized
to justify policy-making and operational speculation.

Key words : Act on welfare of mentally retarded persons, Enactment process, Target provision,
Social model of disability





