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The Modern Ages of “Rikuyu Engi Taii”: In the Case of Moral
Textbooks in the Earlier Meiji Era

Mitsuhiro Wada

Even in the Meiji era, many moral textbooks were created that
inherited the genealogy of those old style. What is the personality
peculiar to that transitional period? How was the morality that was
common sense and basic to the common people at that time
explained? Let us look at this as a clue to the “Syuushin Youketsu”
(first published in 1874, revised in 1881), whose main content is the
explanation of “Rikuyu Engi Taii” created by Yoshimune Tokugawa.
As a result of consideration, it became clear that this book was
intended to approach to the modern era as it was while maintaining
the old morals. In particular, it was clarified that it had a character
that focused on the rise of meritocracy and rising careers with the
introduction of modern school education and the derivation of
disparities. However, at that time, the original character of the
popular morality cultivated by the common people in the early
modern period was weakened, and it was transformed to become a
recipient of national integration by morality. On the other hand,
there was no direction to rewrite the contents of popular morals as
a driving force for individuals to participate in society.
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