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Zionist Diversity in Berlin before World War I:
A Case Study of Elias Auerbach

Ryuta Kawai
Doctoral Student
Graduate School of Letters, Doshisha University

Abstract:

Before the First World War, German Zionism was perceived as a dilemma. According
to historians, German Zionists had a limited and difficult choice between Germany and
Zionism—a German state or a Jewish state. A key question is whether such a dilemma
resulted in indifference to Zionist activism. This article explains German Zionism as a
dilemma through a case study of the historian and physician Elias Auerbach (1881-1971),
who was an important figure in Zionist circles in Berlin before the war and known as a
pioneer emigrant to Eretz Israel. The study analyses his Zionist activities from childhood
in the Province of Posen to adherence to Zionism in Berlin until making Aliyah, while
focusing on his activities and the motivations for his actions. This case study shows that
the dilemma did not cause general indifference but did motivate Auerbach’s Zionist

activism, thus suggesting a new explanation for Zionist diversity in Germany.

Keywords:

Zionism in Germany, Antisemitism, Orthodox Judaism, Palestine, Dilemma
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