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ABSTRACT

The 1980 United States Presidential Debate and
the Iran Hostage Crisis:
Its Promise-Making and Statements of Crisis Management

Asuka Matsumoto

Fifty-two American diplomats and citizens were held hostage for 444 days
from November 4, 1979, to January 20, 1981. Although Jimmy Carter won the
1976 debates requiring information clearance and criticizing secret diplomacy,
he ironically struggled with the dilemma of open debates and diplomatic

secrets.

While President Ronald Reagan tends to be praised as an eloquent political
communicator and rhetorical president, this article will highlight the significant
process of promise-making and its image of crisis management with archival
research. First, this article will describe the negotiation of debate formats,
second, the process of promise-making. Third, it will apply these concepts to its
image of crisis management in the second presidential debate. Finally, this
article will discuss the harsh handling of open debates within the Iranian

hostage crisis.



