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Young Representatives of
the Constitutional Nationalist Party (Kokuminto) :
SEKI Kazutomo and the Political Slogan “Destroy the Clique”

Yoshinori Kawasaki

The purpose of this study is to clarify the political concept and political activities of young
representatives of the Constitutional Nationalist Party (Kokuminto) formed in Japan in 1910, tak-
ing SEKI Kazutomo as an example. SEKI Kazutomo, who was elected to the Diet in 1909,
worked with influential politician INUKAI Tsuyoshi. In the Diet, he defended the freedom of
press after the High Treason Incident and called for the easing of restrictions on newspapers in
Korea. The 11th general election was unsuccessful for him, but it was once again moved up and
he defended his seat. Even during the Taisho Political Crisis, he remained in the Constitutional
Nationalist Party (Kokuminto) and began to work for the expansion of voting rights. For SEKI
Kazutomo, the political slogan “destroy the clique” meant being on two sides of the same coin
with regard to the political participation of the people. While pursuing his ideals, he did not hesi-
tate to make realistic efforts to put policies into effect.

Key words : Constitutional Nationalist Party, INUKAI Tsuyoshi, Taisho Political Crisis





