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Abstract

Kenichi KAMINOYAMA, Patent Length and Status Preference in a Variety
Expansion Model

Using the framework of a variety expansion model with status preference,
we analyze how the patent length and the status preference parameter affect the
endogenous growth rate and social welfare. In our model, we find that the patent
length that maximizes the growth rate is finite. In addition, we show that the
patent length that maximizes the social welfare is shorter than the patent length
that maximizes the growth rate. Moreover, we show that if the parameter of the
status preference is small, an increase in the status preference parameter may

increase the growth rate and the social welfare level.
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