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SUMMARY
In this paper, the author focuses on the Eucharistic theology of Henri Nouwen, giving
consideration to the Second Vatican Council and various aspects of modern theology.

Wolfhart Pannenberg and William H. Willimon saw the Eucharist chiefly as an event of
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table fellowship and a means of church formation. This view has common ground with
that maintained in the Second Vatican Council and contemporary Catholic theology,
both of which have had an influence on Henri Nouwen. While showing his
understanding of the Eucharist with an emphasis on its ordinariness, Nouwen
successfully provides a picture of an organic Christian community. Corporeity, valued in
such communities, is what Nouwen himself rediscovered through his days at L'Arche
Daybreak, and it is reflected in his understanding of the Eucharist. His ideas and
practices illustrate one approach to contemporary Christian spirituality, in which
communities as “the Body of Christ” can be created through the Eucharist as table

fellowship in our daily lives.
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