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SUMMARY

There are many reversals and transitions in the so-called “Ark Narrative” of 1 Samuel
4:1b-7:1. For example, the prospects of the Israelites and the Philistines are reversed
when the battle ends due to the arrival of the ark. Another instance is when YHWH
reveals his sovereign power in the Philistine land, even as the Philistines take away the
ark of God from the helpless Israelites. Furthermore, the glory of YHWH departs from
Israel at the loss of the ark, but when the hand of YHWH is laid heavily upon the
Philistines, they return the ark to Israel in the hope that this reversal will lighten His
hand upon them. Thus, the ark is moved by the Israelites, the Philistines, and even
cows, but it is still the ark that always remains at the center of the story, and it is YHWH
that controls the reversals and transitions in the ark’s situation. In the same way, the Ark
Narrative itself, in the broader context of the books of Samuel, functions to bring

important transitions in Israel, such as shifts in its leadership and cult center.
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