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Discussion on the Year of the Manumission of Slaves:
The Seventh Year and/or the Jubilee Year

Kayo Yasunaka
Doctoral Student
Graduate School of Theology, Doshisha University

Abstract:

Among the three regulations on the manumission of slaves in the Hebrew Bible
(Exodus 21:2-11; Leviticus 25:39-55; Deuteronomy 15:12-18), there are various
differences. In particular, the issue concerning the year of the manumission of slaves has
been a controversial question: Exodus and Deuteronomy stipulated “the seventh year,”
while Leviticus stipulates “the Jubilee year.” First, I survey the representative opinions
on this question, which were classified by Daisy Yulin Tsai. Next, | make a few
modifications of Tsai’s classification and consider each relevant theory. To conclude, |
present my opinion on three key points of this discussion: (i) the indication of the year of
the manumission of slaves is different depending on the regulation; (ii) the regulations
were formed severally and contemporaneously; and (iii) although the regulations were
set with the intention of being enforced, they were gradually abandoned because no
stable government existed at the time. The difference in the presumed year might have
arisen out of (i) and (ii).

Keywords:

manumission of slaves, the seventh year, the Jubilee year, Exodus 21:2-11, Leviticus
25:39-55, Deuteronomy 15:12-18
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