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SUMMARY

Discussion of inter-religious dialogue has been influenced by the understanding of
doctrine published by G. A. Lindbeck in “the Nature of Doctrine” in 1984. According to
this work, inter-religious dialogue centered on doctrine is regarded as difficult because
there is no common discourse or experience among religions. However, in 1980 there
was a debate over Christian ecumenism between Hans Kiing and Lindbeck. This debate
raised the issue of how to interpret Jesus' story, and what makes a foundation for the
ecumenical church. Consequently, Kiing advocated “a critical ecumenical theology” in
1987, and he further developed it as “an ecumenical criteriology” for inter-religious
dialogue. Therefore, this paper, through a comparison with Lindbeck, clarifies the
features of these two theologies. Kiing acknowledged the view that Jesus of Nazareth
was a historical figure and the need for being told this in the church, and he asserted
that both sides should be reinterpreted and unified in the present Christian-experienced
world. Accordingly, Christian ecumenism and inter-religious dialogue were considered

an integrated program with the goal of promoting the ethics of “humanity.”
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