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Writing Style Changes
by Disguising an Author’s Gender

Wataru ZAITSU*, Mingzhe JIN**
(Received July 20, 2018)

This study examined writing style changes by conducting an experiment. A total of 48 participants (24 male and 24 female,
ranging in age from their 20s to their 40s) rewrote blog posts with the goal of disguising the author’s gender. Results indicated that

ELINT3

when male participants disguised writing as that of a female author, the uses of “Kanji”, “particle (pronominal)”, and the
characters “T{#]” and “T{&]” were decreased, while the uses of “Hiragana”, “a verb (bound)”, and the character “TFA]” were
increased. When female participants disguised their writing as that of a male, the use of “Kanji” was increased and the use of the
character “I'FA]” was decreased. The rates of “parts-of-speech”, “Katakana”, “comma”, small character of “Hiragana”, “a
sentence-final particle” and “character just before comma” were not significantly changed in the process of disguising an author’s

gender.
Key words : gender disguise, blogs, writing styles, chi-square tests, residual analysis
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Fig. 1. Change rate of the uses of “Kanji”.
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Fig. 2. Change rate of the uses of “Hiragana”.
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